
HOUSE BILL No. 4630
March 21, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Green, Llewellyn, Kukuk, Gnodtke, Horton, 

Rocca, Wetters, Nye, Jaye, Rhead, Hill, LaForge, McManus, Anthony and Gernaat and referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry.

A bill to amend the title and section 3 of Act No. 221 of 
the Public Acts of 1959, entitled
"An act to define certified and certain classes of seed; to 
authorize the director of agriculture to promulgate rules and 
regulations governing the certification of seed as to certain 
genetic and other standards; to authorize the designation by the 
director of official seed certification agencies; and to provide 
penalties for the violation of this act,"
being section 286.73 of the Michigan Compiled Laws; and to repeal 
acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Section 1. The title and section 3 of Act No. 221 of the
2 Public Acts of 1959, being section 286.73 of the Michigan
3 Compiled Laws, are amended to read as follows:
4 TITLE
5 An act to define certified and certain classes of seed; to
6 authorize the director of agriculture to promulgate rules and
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1 r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of se e d  as to c e r t a i n

2 g e n e t i c  and o ther sta n d a r d s ;  to a u t h o r i z e  the d e s i g n a t i o n  by the

3 d i r e c t o r  of C E R T A I N  o f f i c i a l  se e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a g e n c i e s ;  T O  P R O -

4 V I D E  I M M U N I T Y  F O R  C E R T A I N  P E R S O N S  U N D E R  C E R T A I N  C I R C U M S T A N C E S ;

5 a n d  to p r o v i d e  p e n a l t i e s  for the v i o l a t i o n  of this act.

6 Sec. 3. (I) The d i r e c t o r  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E

7 shall, a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the d e a n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  of

8 M i c h i g a n  s t ate u n i v e r s i t y  and the d i r e c t o r  of the M i c h i g a n  a g r i -

9 c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i m e n t  station, a n d  a f ter d u e  n o t i c e  a n d  p u b l i c

10 he a r i n g ,  d e s i g n a t e  o f f i c i a l  se e d  c e r t i f y i n g  a g e n c i e s  T H A T

11 he OR  SHE finds q u a l i f i e d  to a s s i s t  a n d  a d v i s e  h i m  O R  H E R  in c a r -

12 r ying out this act IN O R D E R  to a d v i s e  as to v a r i e t y ,  type,

13 s t r ain, or o t h e r  g e n e t i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  s t a n -

14 d a r d s  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  or v e g e t a b l e  s e eds or p l a n t  p r o p a g a t i n g

15 m a t e r i a l s  to be c e r t i f i e d  and the l a b e l i n g  of the seeds. T h e

16 d i r e c t o r  O F  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF  A G R I C U L T U R E  s h a l l  a u t h o r i z e  the

17 d e s i g n a t e d  o f f i c i a l  se e d  c e r t i f y i n g  a g e n c i e s  to c h a r g e  a fee c o m -

18 m e n s u r a t e  wi t h  the cost of the se e d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f u n c t i o n .

19 (2) E X C E P T  AS O T H E R W I S E  P R O V I D E D  IN S U B S E C T I O N  (3), A  P E R S O N

20 S H A L L  NOT H A V E  A C A U S E  O F  A C T I O N  A G A I N S T  A D E S I G N A T E D  O F F I C I A L

21 S E E D  C E R T I F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS A G E N T  O R  E M P L O Y E E  IF T H E  D E S I G N A T E D

22 S E E D  C E R T I F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS A G E N T  O R  E M P L O Y E E  IS E N G A G E D  IN

23 D U T I E S  P E R M I T T E D  BY T H I S  A C T  A N D  U T I L I Z E S  W R I T T E N  A N D  A P P R O V E D

24 P R O C E D U R E S  A N D  P R O T O C O L S  E S T A B L I S H E D  BY T H E  D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E

25 D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E .
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1 (3) A D E S I G N A T E D  O F F I C I A L  SEED C E R T I F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS

2 A G E N T  OR E M P L O Y E E  IS L I A B L E  FOR I N J U R I E S  T O  P E R S O N S  A N D  D A M A G E S

3 T O  P R O P E R T Y  U N D E R  1 O R  M O R E  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  C I R C U M S T A N C E S :

4 (A) T H E  D E S I G N A T E D  O F F I C I A L  S E E D  C E R T I F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS

5 A G E N T  O R  E M P L O Y E E  F A I L E D  TO  F O L L O W  W R I T T E N  P R O C E D U R E S  A N D

6 P R O T O C O L S .

7 (B) T H E  D E S I G N A T E D  SE E D  C E R T I F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS A G E N T  O R

8 E M P L O Y E E  I M P R O P E R L Y  I N T E R P R E T E D  T H E  L A B O R A T O R Y  T E S T  R E S U L T S  E V E N

9 T H O U G H  T H E  W R I T T E N  P R O C E D U R E S  A N D  P R O T O C O L S  W E R E  F O L L O W E D .

10 (C) T H E  A C T I O N S  T A K E N  BY T H E  D E S I G N A T E D  O F F I C I A L  S E E D  C E R T I -

1 1 F Y I N G  A G E N C Y  O R  ITS A G E N T  OR  E M P L O Y E E  W E R E  N O T  W I T H I N  T H E  S C O P E

12 O F  ITS O F F I C I A L  DUTIES.

13 S e c t i o n  2. S e c t i o n  4 of Act No. 221 of the P u b l i c  A c t s  of

14 1959, b e ing s e c t i o n  286.74 of the M i c h i g a n  C o m p i l e d  Laws, is

15 repealed.
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