HOUSE BILL No. 5216

October 10, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Bush, Brewer, Jellema and McBryde and referred

to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to amend sections 669, 719, 721, and 722a of Act
No. 300 of the Public Acts of 1949, entitled as amended
“"Michigan vehicle code,™
section 669 as amended by Act No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1990,
section 719 as amended by Act No. 127 of the Public Acts of 1992,
section 721 as amended by Act No. 75 of the Public Acts of 1990,

and section

1993, being sections 257.669,
the Michigan Compiled Laws;

acts.

722a as amended by Act No.
257.719,

and to repeal

249 of the Public Acts of
257.721, and 257.722a of

acts and parts of

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Section 1. Sections 669, 719, 721, and 722a of Act No. 300
of the Public Acts of 1949, section 669 as amended by Act No. 188
of the Public Acts of 1990, section 719 as amended by Act No. 127
of the Public Acts of 1992, section 721 as amended by Act No. 75
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of the Public Acts of 1990, and section 722a as amended by Act
No. 249 of the Public Acts of 1993, being sections 257.669,
257.719, 257.721, and 257.722a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, are
amended to read as follows:

Sec. 669. (1) Except as provided in subsections (), (3),
and (4), the driver of a motor vehicle carrying passengers for
hire OR THE DRIVER OF A MOTOR VEHICLE THAT 1S REQUIRED TO BE
MARKED OR PLACARDED UNDER 49 C.F.R. PARTS 100 TO 180 before
crossing a railroad track at grade, shall stop the vehicle within
50 feet but not less than 10 feet -&I— nat teisrs- than— 15- feet— im
the— ease "o£—a -vehiede-ear ryirtg- hazarclous-matoi rats-on -which a

p jraca+t3- ¥s- required- bo -be posted-pursuant- fee- 49%-.P R+ HH— pafbs

mH)"—be--f995—- from the nearest rail. afod-whi4+e- WHILE stopped,
THE DRIVER shall listen and look in both directions along the
track f-or an approaching train and for signals indicating the
approach of a train, and shall not proceed until the driver can
do so safely. After stopping as required in this subsection, and
upon proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of the vehi-
cle shall cross only in a gear of the vehicle that does not
require changing gears while traversing the crossing. The driver
shall not shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(@ A stop need not be made at a railroad track grade cross-
ing where a police officer or a traffic-control signal directs
traffic to proceed.

(3 A stop need not be made at an abandoned railroad track

grade crossing. As used in this subsection, '"abandoned railroad
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track” means a railroad track which meets all of the following
requirements;

(1) The track has been abandoned pursuant to <Act—-No~- 56 of
the RHHIgre-Acts.eae- "HO> being sections 469.24H to 469-. 246 of the
MICRA1yarr 116 JJ 8/ 3uuLiod- NO. juu or “fie iuoiic
Acts of--1"9Q9v+ as—amended ;- being—section 462.14 -0~ the Michigan
CompHred-fcaws-;- or— federal law.

(H) The track has been covered or removed.

{HT) AIll signs, signals, and other warning devices are
removed.

(4 A stop shall not be made at -a—rail-read fcraek grade
crossinglen-a.freeway er- limited access highway where—the cross
iftg- is protected by a clearly visible signal+ crossing -gate# or
bar Her- at-a- time-when the signal,—crossing gate/Z o+—barrier IS
not activated AN INDUSTRIAL OR SPUR LINE RAILROAD GRADE CROSSING
MARKED WITH A SIGN READING "EXEMPT'™. EXEMPT SIGNS SHALL BE
ERECTED ONLY BY OR WITH THE CONSENT OF THE STATE TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT OR THE LOCAL AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION.

(5) A person who violates this section on or after August

-H- €979 1is responsible for a civil infraction.

Sec. 719. (1) Exeept as provided in subsection—-(2) -a A
vehicle unloaded or with load shall not exceed a height of 13
feet 6 inches. The owner of a vehicle which THAT collides with
a lawfully established bridge or viaduct -s-ha-H-_ht- IS liable for
all damage and injury resulting from a collision caused by the
height of the vehicle, whether the clearance of the bridge or

viaduct 1is posted or not.
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— - A-tfuck"7— truck tractor ;- aemibrailery- or— bral-ler
manufagtared on or afterlJuly-2rH- 1970— shall nob-be- used- be
transporb- flammabl-e- liquidss In bulk—> having a- flash- point-a® cr
below 70—degrees- Fahrenheit,— i-F bhe—bruek ;- bruek— tractor ;- semi -
trailery or—brailer-exceeds— H— feet— 8- — inehes— in Height .
However - safety equipment—and-those appurtenances which are
required- by sta-te- laws- when added—bo-a-vehiele> may-cadse— bhe
vehicle-height- bo-exceed- H— feeb- 8- /2 inches ;- bub—shall-nob
cause-bhe—vehicle-heighb-bo exceed- 13- feet— 6- inches — A person
who—violates- bhd4s-subaeebron- irs- guil-ty—of-a misdemeanor.

- A vehicle ;- exeepb— a truck-braeto+> brailer - or—semi =m
brailer - including— load; or—arbiculabed-buses operabed-by a— local
pub-lie .transit—system-ftmded -by-Act No.— B4 of—bhe—Public Acbs—of

1951 ;- being—secbions— 247 m65 + bo-247.675 of— bhe—Miehi-gan—Compiled

faawg k- shaH—-not—exceed a—bobal-letgbh—wef- 49- £eeb — “?he— bobal
lengbh of amsemitrailer-operabing-in a bruek-braebor and-semi-
bradd-er— combi nabion. shal-lI- not— exee-ed- 53- feet ;- including- load .
All- semibrailers- longer— bhan 50- feeb—shald have a-wheelbase-of
40v5- feet —plus-or-minus 0.5- feeb - measured f-rom the-kingpin-cou-—
plimg— bo— bhe cenber -of- bhe-rearlaxles-or-bo bhe eenber-of-bhe
tandem axie Qassembly-if-equipped with—-2 axles — Arbiculabed buses
ope-rated by a local ublic bransib sysbem-funded -by-Act No.— & of
the Public Acts of— HHH-— may operate-"with a maximum length of-65
feet — A combinab ion of-bruek- braebor ;- semibrailer - and brailer,
or— bruek and —sami trailer or-brailer ;- or a-eombinabion of-bruek
bracbor—and 2-semibrailers ;- including- load ;> shall-nob exceed a

total-overall length of 59 feet except as"provided for on roubes
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1 designated and approved -by the— state— transportation- department

2

3

with respeet to-~h~ighways—under— bhe-i-r
4ur isd-iction-on whieh a -per3on-may operate—a-combination of-a
truck- tractor ; semitraiter-;— and-trailer-or—a- truek- bracbor-and-2
semitrai l e rs— wi-th- no— limi t— 6ft- bhe— ove-r-aii— combi nab-i-o4+ kengbh™~ +F
the— length—ef- eaeh—semi trailer-or-— trai lei? inelWwing- lead-does—nob
exceed— 28- /2 feet— en— the— ener-ald— length—of- the— semitrailer— and
trailer or-2 semibraiders as measured ofrom the fgonb--of-bhe first

towed-ttAjrt—to-the +ear of thelsecond -towed unib-while sthemuni-bs

10 are coupled together "does—not" exc eed-an-overall dength-"of-59

12

14

20

21

22

24

27

feet?2 Iacduding load. — ¥he state- ti-insportation—-department and
local-aubho+-ities -with- respecb- to highways-unde—+ their— partsdi-e-
tion-flhy-desi-gnate highways where- the—-ovetraii+ length -of-a—truck

anhd-trailer or—semitrailershallmnet—exceed 65 feet-— ft-brttek

tractorr-and-semitrailer combl-nation with asenitrailer length
longer— bhtm— > feet- shai4- rert- be— aldow-al— to-operate with more
than— 2- as-I-es- em— the— ®mibralder — ftH~ truck-— traetor— and— semi
trailer-combinations*"with a-semibrailer- l-engbh— fonger— bha-n

56— feet— shall- trave I- ex-clttaive ly on-highways-designated by- the
appropriate-road authority.— Gity s vVWiHH rage;+ or—eodnty-authorities
shadl-"have- the—option of prohibiting—stops- within- t-hei+ puriadic
tions and-ess- the 1stop occurs along—appropriately designated
routes ;- or— Irs- necessary -fFo4— emergency purposes-en— to—reach-ship-
pers ;- receivers - warehouses ;- and- be-rmi-hals—along designated

routes — f& truck— brae-tor— shal - net— haul more- bhafl- ) brai-ler a-nd—V
semitrailer or—more-—than 2 semitrailers— in+-combination®at any— f

time ;- exeept-bhab a farm.bractor- may”™haud- 2-wagons or- trailers,
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or garbage—and refuse-haaiers may-+ during-daylight hourss haul up
to- 4 trailers- f-o—garbage-and-refuse-collection -purposes,— not
exceeding- in any combination -a total length of-55- feet at a- speed
of—net- to exceed- 15 miles per-hour — in determining— the— length of
a vehicle or a—vehicle-combination under— th-is— subs-ectd4on> the
length- shall- not be considered to include-sa-fety -and- energy—con =
setvation devices-including; but not be limited -to# impact
absorbing moumpersl- rear view mirrors,— tum s-ignals- lamps-;- marker
lamps# steps and hand.holds for entry-and egress# flexHle-fender
extensions— mud flaps/—or—-splash and.spray suppressant.devices;
load induced tiremulge - refrigeration orheating units:=or—air
compressors —A device shall-be-excluded-from a determination of
length enly if—it-is not designed-or—-used for-the carrying of
cargo — Semitrailers and mraiders—shail be measured from the
front verticair-pl-ane-of the foremost transverse- load-supporting
structure- to- the- rearmost— transverse- load supporting-strueture—r

4% If a eombination-of-2-semitrailers— is—pulded by a truck
tractor ;- a fifth wheel-connecting-assembly which conforms with
motor carrier safety rules promulgated by the department of-state
police pursuant to- the motor carrier safety-act of- %63/ Act
No-:— HH— ofmthe mPublic-Acta of- 196-3;- as amended,— being sections
400 . 1+ to-480-2% of-the .Michigan Compiled Laws,—shall-be used on
each-semitrailer.

5)- A -train of vehicles—or-tr vehicle operated -adone-shal-
not-carry a load extending more-than 3-feet -beyond -the- front of

the—train-of vehicles or—-vehicle.
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6)- A—brttd— braetor and semitrailer combination wi#bh—a
semibrailcr—length.longer than so feet shall-nob--be operabed--Oft
cnti iij.yiiwciy3 ui rnialls—a“c UL L1Cc L11UC3 3prtiJ—i.ru J.a1 3CLL1UII ‘OUT

Ui miet Lui.iuwiuy —Laiuys aiiu LcCi.1cL 0Lz /
in addition to any other lamps and refle-ebors— requi redltinde-r--bhi-3
et

fa-)- Two side marker iahps which display -an-amber- 1-#ghby % on

eaeh—side-of—bhe-s-emibrailer= located at— 1/2- bhe—distance- from

the front to bhe-rear of the semitrailer.

fr)- fwe refleetor3 whieh refleet an amber li-ghb,— + on eaeh
side- of—bhe-semitrailer - loeated at— hf2- the disbanee-—from- bhe
front- bo-bhe— rear— of—bhe—semitrailer .

£~ fgwer clearance lamps,— * on—eaeh.side of-the semitrai-ler,
loeabed.ab- 1-/2- the distance-from the- front- bo-bhe-rear-and-as
near— bo— bhe— bop—-ofF- the— semitra-Her—as- practicable .

irh— fe-lamp required-under® subseetion— (&) shall 'be Tighted-at
the— times specified iIn section-684-and-shall be visible when
lighted—-at-a- distance of- 3606- feet from-the smside mf- bhe— semi
trailer-on whieh- = is-mounted — A refleetor-requi red.under—sub =
se-ebi on— (&) shall-be-visible at—bhe— times-spee-ified— inmseebion
604 from all distances from-50 -bow500 feet fro»-bhe—semibraiier
when direetly-in front-of lawful wupper—beams-of headlamps.

- Notwithstanding any other provisions—of-bhis-seetions-a
person may operate alcombination -of truck -braetor ;- semitra-i-ler—,-
una truiicr For uituck tractor ana S*cmTfraTTCT""or "tPailcr "Qcaignea
GiriQ U3t2u CaClUSI vCty cu mransport-a“SScniDicQ niotor” venrCic3""Or

bodies ;- reereational mvehieles; or- boabs-,—whieh-does not exeeed a
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total length-of 65 feet.— Stinger —steered mombi notions of-truek
braetor and- semitrailer—3hali not exceed a total- length of
95- feetl— re- lead—Cft- the— combination—efvehicles—may—extend—an
additional- 3- feet— beyond- the— front- and— 4 feet- beyond— the— rear— af
the-— eombina-tion wf- vehic-i-es-:— Retractable— extensions—used— to-sup -
port—and— se-eure- bite- -load- that— do—not- extend—beyond— the—al lowable
overhang— f-or— the— front—and- rear— shall-not— be— included- in deter
mining—the-length.of a leaded-vehiele or—eombination of
vehicles — As- used In bhi3 subsection®? Istinger-steeredk means-.a

semitrallercombination—in which the fifth wheel- is— located -en a

11drop frame—located behind and-below the-rearmost- axl-e o the
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94 A—combination of-vehi€les—shatl not have mere- than— H-
axles.

FHD)- Notwirthstending- any-other—-provisions—of- this—section,— a
numbe r-ef-motor—vehicles -wholly -or-partially assembled,-may be
transported- over— the highways—of- this state- in mombination ;- tfal -
lizing- & tow-bar -or— 3-saddle- mount3-with- full mount mechanisms
and-mutH iging— the motive power—ef- ¥ of-the—-vehicles- in
combination — 5he—combination—shald— net—exceed-the maximum length
of- 65 feet- for— the—transportation of assembled motor-vehicles,
and the vehicles— in—the—combination shall-be madequately—and-
sec-urely fTastened tegether— in—complianee with-regulations-of 1the
state-and of-any- federal-agency—having— jurisdidr-ion over- the
transportation-.— JFmotor—vehicles are- towed-by means of-triple
saddle mounts,— the- tewed vehlele3 3hall have brakes acting on-all

wheels-whleh are- in—-contact-wi th— the- roadway — A combination
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exceeding— 556- feet— im- l-ength—-may be operated only-on-h jghvay-s— aatd
routes—approved—and de-sl-gnat-ed- for— tha-e— optrmi-ott—-fiy- bhe— strabe
transportation department and by- local- aa-theritiesml th—- respect
to highways-under- bhei+ jtrriadicbion.

f-HH— Notwithstanding any other-provisions—of-thlrs—-section; a
person-may—operate a— bruek—and semitrailer-or- t-ra-H-er—designed
and used-to—transport—saw— logs ;> pulpwood ;- and— tree— length poles
thab-doea 4pt-exceed -an-overall-length of-76- feet- including
load — These-eombinat-lons of vehicles-shal 1I-only-4?e operated.upon
highwaya— designa-ted sby— the— state— transportation departmetrt— or

local authorities with—-respect- to-highways unhde+ chetr

(2) THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE NORMAL LENGTH
MAXTMUM. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3), THE FOLLOWING
VEHICLES AND COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES SHALL NOT BE OPERATED ON A
HIGHWAY IN THIS STATE IN EXCESS OF THESE LENGTHS:

(A) ANY SINGLE VEHICLE: 40 FEET.

(B) ARTICULATED BUSES: 65 FEET.

(©) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, A
COMBINATION OF A TRUCK AND SEMITRAILER OR TRAILER, OR A TRUCK
TRACTOR, SEMITRAILER, AND TRAILER, OR TRUCK TRACTOR AND SEMI--
TRAILER OR TRAILER, DESIGNED AND USED EXCLUSIVELY TO TRANSPORT
ASSEMBLED MOTOR VEHICLES OR BODIES, RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, OR
BOATS, WHICH DOES NOT EXCEED A LENGTH OF 65 FEET.

STINGER-STEERED COMBINATIONS SHALL NOT EXCEED A LENGTH OF 75
FEET. -THE LOAD ON THE COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES DESCRIBED IN THIS

SUBDIVISION MAY EXTEND AN ADDITIONAL 3 FEET BEYOND THE FRONT AND
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4 FEET BEYOND THE REAR OF THE COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES.
RETRACTABLE EXTENSIONS USED TO SUPPORT AND SECURE THE LOAD THAT
DO NOT EXTEND BEYOND THE ALLOWABLE OVERHANG FOR THE FRONT AND
REAR SHALL NOT BE INCLUDED IN DETERMINING LENGTH OF A LOADED
VEHICLE OR VEHICLE COMBINATION.

(D) TRUCK TRACTOR AND SEMITRAILER COMBINATIONS: NO OVERALL
LENGTH, IF THE SEMITRAILER DOES NOT EXCEED 50 FEET.

(E) TRUCK AND SEMITRAILER OR TRAILER: 59 FEET.

(P TRUCK TRACTOR, SEMITRAILER, AND TRAILER, OR TRUCK TRAC-
TOR AND 2 SEMITRAILERS: 59 FEET.

(6 MORE THAN 1 MOTOR VEHICLE, WHOLLY OR PARTIALLY ASSEM-
BLED, IN COMBINATION, UTILIZING 1 TOW BAR OR 3 SADDLE MOUNTS WITH
FULL MOUNT MECHANISMS AND UTILIZING THE MOTIVE POWER OF 1 OF THE
VEHICLES IN COMBINATION, NOT TO EXCEED 55 FEET.

(B) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (2), THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES
AND COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES SHALL NOT BE OPERATED ON A DESIG-
NATED HIGHWAY OF THIS STATE IN EXCESS OF THESE LENGTHS:

(A) TRUCK TRACTOR AND SEMITRAILER COMBINATIONS: NO OVERALL
LENGTH LIMIT, 1IF THE SEMITRAILER DOES NOT EXCEED 53 FEET. ALL
SEMITRAILERS LONGER THAN 50 FEET SHALL HAVE A WHEELBASE OF 40.5
FEET PLUS OR MINUS 0.5 FEET, MEASURED FROM THE KINGPIN COUPLING
TO THE CENTER OF THE REAR AXLE OR THE CENTER OF THE TANDEM AXLE
ASSEMBLY IF EQUIPPED WITH 2 AXLES. A SEMITRAILER WITH A LENGTH
LONGER THAN 50 FEET SHALL NOT OPERATE WITH MORE THAN 2 AXLES ON
THE SEMITRAILER. CITY, VILLAGE, OR COUNTY AUTHORITIES MAY PRO-
HIBIT STOPS OF VEHICLES WITH A SEMITRAILER LONGER THAN 50 FEET

WITHIN THEIR JURISDICTION UNLESS THE STOP OCCURS ALONG
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PURPOSES OR TO REACH SHIPPERS, RECEIVERS, WAREHOUSES, AND TERMI-
NALS ALONG DESIGNATED ROUTES.

(B) TRUCK AND SEMITRAILER OR TRAILER COMBINATIONS: 65 FEET,
EXCEPT THAT A PERSON MAY OPERATE A TRUCK AND SEMITRAILER OR
TRAILER DESIGNED AND USED TO TRANSPORT SAW LOGS, PULPWOOD, AND
TREE LENGTH POLES THAT DOES NOT EXCEED AN OVERALL LENGTH OF 70
FEET.

(C) TRUCK TRACTOR AND 2 SEMITRAILERS, OR TRUCK TRACTOR,
SEMITRAILER, AND TRAILER COMBINATIONS: NO OVERALL LENGTH LIMIT,
IF THE LENGTH OF EACH SEMITRAILER OR TRAILER DOES NOT EXCEED
28-1/2 FEET EACH, OR THE OVERALL LENGTH OF THE SEMITRAILER AND
TRAILER, OR 2 SEMITRAILERS AS MEASURED FROM THE FRONT OF THE
FIRST TOWED UNIT TO THE REAR OF THE SECOND TOWED UNIT WHILE THE
UNITS ARE COUPLED TOGETHER DOES NOT EXCEED 58 FEET.

() MORE THAN 1 MOTOR VEHICLE, WHOLLY OR PARTIALLY ASSEM-
BLED, IN COMBINATION, UTILIZING 1 TOW BAR OR 3 SADDLE MOUNTS WITH
FULL MOUNT MECHANISMS AND UTILIZING THE MOTIVE POWER OF 1 OF THE
VEHICLES IN COMBINATION, NOT TO EXCEED 65 FEET.

(4 THE FOLLOWING COMBINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS ARE
PROHIBITED:

(A) A TRUCK SHALL NOT HAUL MORE THAN 1 TRAILER OR SEMITRAIL-
ER, AND A TRUCK TRACTOR SHALL NOT HAUL MORE THAN 2 SEMITRAILERS
OR 1 SEMITRAILER AND 1 TRAILER IN COMBINATION AT ANY 1 TIME,
EXCEPT THAT A FARM TRACTOR MAY HAUL 2 WAGONS OR TRAILERS, OR GAR-
BAGE AND REFUSE HAULERS MAY, DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS, HAUL UP TO 4

TRAILERS FOR GARBAGE AND REFUSE COLLECTION PURPOSES, NOT
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EXCEEDING IN ANY COMBINATION A TOTAL LENGTH OF 55 FEET AND AT A
SPEED LIMIT NOT TO EXCEED 15 MILES PER HOUR.

(B) A COMBINATION OF VEHICLES OR A VEHICLE SHALL NOT HAVE
MORE THAN 11 AXLES, EXCEPT WHEN OPERATING UNDER A VALID PERMIT
ISSUED BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT OR A LOCAL AUTHOR-
ITY WITH RESPECT TO A HIGHWAY UNDER ITS JURISDICTION.

(©) ANY COMBINATION OF VEHICLES NOT SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED
UNDER THIS SECTION 1S PROHIBITED.

() A COMBINATION OF 2 SEMITRAILERS PULLED BY A TRUCK TRAC-
TOR, UNLESS EACH SEMITRAILER USES A FIFTH WHEEL CONNECTING ASSEM-
BLY WHICH CONFORMS TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MOTOR CARRIER
SAFETY ACT, ACT NO. 181 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1963, BEING
SECTIONS 480.11 TO 480.21 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

(E) A VEHICLE OR A COMBINATION OF VEHICLES SHALL NOT CARRY A
LOAD EX-TENDING MORE THAN 3 FEET BEYOND THE FRONT OF THE LEAD
VEHICLE.

(F) A VEHICLE DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTIONS (2)(E) AND (3)(D)
EMPLOYING TRIPLE SADDLE MOUNTS UNLESS ALL WHEELS WHICH ARE IN
CONTACT WITH THE ROADWAY HAVE OPERATING BRAKES.

(5) ALL COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL
EMPLOY CONNECTING ASSEMBLIES AND LIGHTING DEVICES THAT ARE IN
COMPLIANCE WITH ACT NO. 181 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1963 AND THIS
ACT.

(6) -(@#2>) The total gross weight of a truck tractor, semi-
trailer, and trailer combination or a truck tractor and 2 semi-
trailers combination which exceeds 59 feet in length shall not

exceed a ratio of 400 pounds per engine net horsepower delivered
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to dutch or its equivalent specified iIn the SAE handbook
published by the society of automotive engineers, inc. (SAE),
~1 1977 )m 1977 EDITION.
(7) -TV3) Except as provided in subsection— (2F-a A person
who violates this section is responsible for a civil infraction.

The owner of the vehicle may be charged with a violation of this

section.

(8 AS USED IN THIS SECTION:

(A) “ARTICULATED BUSES"™ MEANS ARTICULATED BUSES OPERATED BY
A LOCAL PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEM FUNDED BY ACT NO. 51 OF THE PUBLIC

ACTS OF 1951, BEING SECTIONS 247.651 TO 247.675 OF THE MICHIGAN
COMPILED LAWS.

(B) "DESIGNATED HIGHWAY™ MEANS A HIGHWAY APPROVED BY THE
STATE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT OR A LOCAL AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT
TO A HIGHWAY UNDER ITS JURISDICTION.

(C) "LENGTH™ MEANS THE TOTAL LENGTH OF A VEHICLE, OR COMBI-
NATION OF VEHICLES, INCLUDING ANY LOAD THE VEHICLE 1S CARRYING.
LENGTH SHALL NOT INCLUDE SAFETY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION DEVICES
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, IMPACT ABSORBING BUMPERS, REAR
VIEW MIRRORS, TURN SIGNAL LAMPS, MARKER LAMPS, STEPS AND HAND
HOLDS FOR ENTRY AND EGRESS, FLEXIBLE FENDER EXTENSIONS, MUD
FLAPS, OR SPLASH AND SPRAY SUPPRESSANT DEVICES; LOAD INDUCED TIRE
BULGE; REFRIGERATION OR HEATING UNITS; OR AIR COMPRESSORS
ATTACHED TO THE VEHICLE. A DESCRIBED SAFETY OR ENERGY CONSERVA-
TION DEVICE SHALL BE EXCLUDED FROM A DETERMINATION OF LENGTH ONLY
IF IT IS NOT DESIGNED OR USED FOR THE CARRYING OF CARGO, FREIGHT,

OR EQUIPMENT. SEMITRAILERS AND TRAILERS SHALL BE MEASURED FROM
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14
THE FRONT VERTICAL PLANE OF THE FOREMOST TRANSVERSE LOAD
SUPPORTING STRUCTURE TO THE REARMOST TRANSVERSE LOAD SUPPORTING
STRUCTURE.

(D) "STINGER-STEERED COMBINATIONS"™ MEANS A TRUCK TRACTOR AND
SEMITRAILER COMBINATION IN WHICH THE FIFTH WHEEL 1S LOCATED ON A
DROP FRAME LOCATED BEHIND AND BELOW THE REARMOST AXLE OF THE
POWER UNIT.

Sec. 721. (1) Except as otherwise provided iIn subsection
(5), a passenger vehicle or a pickup truck shall not be driven
upon a highway drawing or having attached to the passenger vehi-
cle or pickup truck more than 1 vehicle or trailer.

(2) The drawbar or other connection between 2 vehicles, 1 of
which 1s towing or drawing the other on a highway, .shall not
exceed 15 feet in length from 1 vehicle to the other. IT the
connection consists of a chain, rope, or cable, there shall be
displayed upon the connection a red flag or other signal or cloth
not less than 12 inches both in length and width.

(3 A vehicle or trailer towed or drawn by a vehicle shall
be attached to the vehicle with forms of coupling devices in a
manner so that when the combination is operated in a linear
alignment on a level, smooth, paved surface, the movement of the
towed or drawn vehicle or trailer does not deviate more than
3 inches to either side of the path of the towing vehicle that
tows or draws it. The vehicle or trailer shall also be connected
to the towing vehicle, by suitable safety chains or devices, 1 on
each side of the coupling and at the extreme outer edge of the

vehicle or trailer and each chain or device and connection used
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shall be of sufficient strength to haul the vehicle or trailer
when Jloaded.

(@) A pickup truck with a fifth wheel assembly shall not tow
a semitrailer unless the Ffifth wheel assembly conforms to motor
carrier—safety—rule R-460 .1-6442 of-the-Michigan administrative
eode— THE STANDARDS PRESCRIBED IN THE MOTOR CARRIER SAFETY ACT,
ACT NO. 181 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1963, BEING SECTIONS 480.11 TO
480.21 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a pickup truck with a
towing rating equal to, or greater than, the weight being towed,
equipped with a fifth wheel assembly which conforms with motor
carrier—safety rules promulgated by the-depart-men-t of- state
police pursuant— to-—the motor-carriersafety act-of- 1963 THE
STANDARDS PRESCRIBED IN Act No. 181 of the Public Acts of 1963,

being sections—480.1 * to—480-.21- of— the Michigan—Compiled Laws,
towing attached with a semitrailer designed for recreational
living purposes may tow an additional trailer or semitrailer
under the following conditions:

(@ The additional trailer or semitrailer shall be attached
pursuant to subsection (3). The safety chains described in
subsection (3) shall be securely attached at the extreme outer
edge of the attached trailer or semitrailer with a locking
mechanism. The towing vehicle hitch shall be of substantial
material and shall be attached in a proper and skillful manner to

the frame of the towing vehicle.
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(b) The total length of the pickup truck, semitrailer
designed for recreational living purposes, and additional trailer
or semitrailer, AND LOAD, shall not exceed 59 feet.

(c) The gross weight of the additional trailer or semi-
trailer towed or drawn shall not exceed the empty weight of the
pickup truck or the empty weight of the semitrailer.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a pickup truck towing
a semitrailer and additional trailer shall be considered a pas-
senger vehicle and shall comply with the speed limit requirements
of section 627(5).

(7)) The office-of highway -safety and-planning-shall -compile
a——-study”and —-report—to the— legislature'——within 2 years -arter—the
effreetive date of'—the GitieriaatOTy—act “riar auacu” tn'lS" stiDsccnoii

with respect to the mdicl u i Hxyray af lhc uicivuc
Xl UVIWXUy LC4U1lIC111CUL3 1Ul Lt UVAO WXL1J J3-J-101 wWilcC—L UoOoCIHIl
blies and-—-additional trailers —-by-the——amendatory-act—that ‘added
this—subsectdion .—

(M -(@) A person who violates this section is responsible
for a civil infraction.

Sec. 722a. (1) Notwithstanding any -other- provision® of thia
sectmons-a- A truck pulling a trailer, a truck tractor pulling a
semitrailer and trailer combination, or a truck tractor pulling 2
semitrailers shall not transport a flammable liquid, in bulk,
which has a flash point at or below 70 degrees Fahrenheit within
this state.

(2) Notwithstanding -any-othe+ provision of thi-s-seoti-on

other— than subseetien3— (- and- (3)> a truck with a water—capacity
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of more- bha-n-9, 500-gallons—or—a truck— braetor—pull ing—a
semifcralfier ~wifech a water capacity of"more than-9,500 gallons
shaHb- nob— transport—a— flammable- liquid;- im-bulk ~-whieh—-has-a
fiaah—point—at—or—below— J9-degrees—Fahrenheit— anthis-state—
tmless— the—emting manhole-or- i-nspection ports—of-each- truck ,
semitrailer™-or—trailer- im-the—-vehicle-combination has—been
equipped--with mlevices which-are capable of withstanding.-the
forces—eaused-by-an- internad.pres-sure-of-56-pounds per-square
ineh# appjHred and held at— least—50 milliseconds,— artd- then
released—be—2-potm ds"mer- square- inch ;- without-hav-4d-ng any-residual
venting of-flammable- lHqu-dmdur ing— the- subsequent-2 pounds per
square inch"condi-ti-on~-— A TRUCK PULLING A TRAILER, A TRUCK TRAC-
TOR PULLING A SEMITRAILER AND TRAILER COMBINATION, OR A TRUCK
TRACTOR PULLING 2 SEMITRAILERS SHALL NOT TRANSPORT A FLAMMABLE
GAS OR A COMPRESSED FLAMMABLE GAS, IN BULK, AS DEFINED BY
49 C.F.R. PARTS 100 TO 180, WITHIN THIS STATE.

(3 Notwithetand-ding--any other provision of-this sect4on>- a-
A truck or a truck tractor pulling a semitrailer shall not trans-
port a flammable liquid, in bulk, which has a flash point at or
below 70 degrees Fahrenheit in this state, --fbhe truck-or-semi
brailer was manufactured after July— \4—1982,—or before -Jtily— \r
1962 but was not a vehi—cle-registered in this—state by the-secre
bary of state at anytime"between January— - 1985 and October— \?
1985, m unless the truck or the semitrailer has a water capacity
of less than 13,800 gallons. THIS SUBSECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO
THOSE VEHICLES REGISTERED WITH THE MOTOR CARRIER DIVISION OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1986.
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(4) mNotwithstffiding any other provision of thi#s-aeetton m
EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (5), a truck or truck tractor
pulling a semitrailer shall not transport a flammable liquid, in
bulk, which has a flash point at or below 70 degrees Fahrenheit
in a quantity of more than 13,400 gallons.

(6) Notw4th3tanding—any other-provisions -of- this- s-ectd4-m,
a A truck or a truck tractor pulling a semitrailer shall not
transport a flammable liquid in bulk, which has a flash point at
or below 70 degrees Fahrenheit iIn a quantity of more than 9,000
gallons, to retail service stations located at points within a
county having a population of 600,000 or more. This subsection
shall apply until July 1, 1995.

(6) The owner or driver of a vehicle wmvhich m THAT
transports, OR A SHIPPER WHO LOADS A VEHICLE WITH a flammable
liquid,- FLAMMABLE GAS’, OR COMPRESSED FLAMMABLE GAS 1in violation
of -auds-ection )7 @), f3 {4t ~or--(5) THIS SECTION is guilty
of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than
$3,000.00, or imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both.

(7)) This section shall be enforced only by a police officer.
—eamr— an-offieer—appoin ted by— the—director- eaf the department—ef
state-police pursuant-to "Section-6d of Act- No — 59- of— the "Publie
Acts- et HK3-5;+ be-ing -section 28 .6d of the Michigan Compiled-Laws-..

(8 FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "IN BULK"™ MEANS AN
AMOUNT OF PRODUCT OR MATERIAL OF 3,500 WATER GALLONS OR MORE 1IN A
SINGLE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM. COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES TRANSPORT-

ING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SHALL COMPLY WITH THE MOTOR CARRIER
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1 SAFETY ACT, ACT NO. 181 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF 1963, BEING
2 SECTIONS 480.11 TO 480.21 OF THE MICHIGAN COMPILED LAWS.
3 Section 2. Section 60l1la of Act No. 300 of the Public Acts

4 of 1949, being section 257,60 1la of the Michigan Compiled Laws,

5 repealed.
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