
HOUSE BILL No. 5275
October 25, 1995, Introduced by Reps. Brackenridge, Voorhees, Porreca, Geiger, Crissman, 

Hammerstrom and Dobronski and referred to the Committee on Local Government.

A bill to establish guidelines for the decennial adoption of 

redistricting plans for the senate and house of representatives; 

to provide original jurisdiction to the supreme court to review 

redistricting plans enacted by the legislature for compliance 

with those guidelines; and to provide a procedure for the supreme 

court to use to redistrict the senate and house of representa­

tives under certain circumstances.

THE PEOPLE OP THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Sec. 1. By November 1, 2 001, and every 10 years thereafter,

2 the legislature shall enact a redistricting plan for the senate

3 and house of representatives consistent with the following

4 guidelines:

5 (a) The senate districts shall consist of 38 single-member

6 districts.
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1 (b) T h e  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of

2 1 10 s i n g l e - m e m b e r  d i s t r i c t s .

3 (c) S e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  be 

\ a r e a s  of c o n v e n i e n t  t e r r i t o r y  c o n t i g u o u s  by land. A r e a s  t h a t

5 m e e t  o n l y  at t h e  p o i n t s  of a d j o i n i n g  c o r n e r s  a r e  n o t  c o n t i g u o u s .

6 (d) S e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  ha v e

7 a p o p u l a t i o n  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  1 0 8 . 2 %  a n d  not l e s s  t h a n  9 1 . 8 %  of the

8 i d e a l  d i s t r i c t  s i z e  for t h e  s e n a t e  or t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a -

9 t i v e s  u n l e s s  a n d  u n t i l  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  e s t a b -

10 l i s h e s  a d i f f e r e n t  r a n g e  of a l l o w a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i v e r g e n c e  for

11 s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s .

12 (e) S e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t  l i n e s  sha l l

13 p r e s e r v e  c o u n t y  l i n e s  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  to t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of

14 e q u a l i t y  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  for in s u b d i v i s i o n  (d).

15 (f) If it is n e c e s s a r y  to b r e a k  c o u n t y  l i n e s  to s t a y  w i t h i n

16 t h e  r a n g e  of a l l o w a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i v e r g e n c e  p r o v i d e d  for in sub-

17 d i v i s i o n  (d), t h e  f e w e s t  w h o l e  c i t i e s  or w h o l e  t o w n s h i p s  n e c e s -

18 s a r y  s h a l l  be s h i f t e d .  B e t w e e n  2 c i t i e s  or t o w n s h i p s ,  b o t h  of

19 w h i c h  w i l l  b r i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  i n t o  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s u b d i v i s i o n s

2 0  (d) a n d  (h ), t h e  c i t y  or t o w n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l e s s e r  p o p u l a t i o n

21 s h a l l  b e  s h i f t e d .

22 (g) W i t h i n  t h o s e  c o u n t i e s  to w h i c h  t h e r e  is a p p o r t i o n e d  m o r e

23 t h a n  1 s e n a t e  d i s t r i c t  or h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t ,  d i s -

24 t r i c t  l i n e s  s h a l l  be d r a w n  on c i t y  a n d  t o w n s h i p  l i n e s  w i t h  t h e

25 l e a s t  c o s t  to t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of e q u a l i t y  of p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n

26 e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  m a x i m u m  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of

2
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1 city a n d  t o w n s h i p  l i n e s  a n d  w i t h o u t  e x c e e d i n g  the r a n g e  of

2 a l l o w a b l e  d i v e r g e n c e  p r o v i d e d  for in s u b d i v i s i o n  (d).

3 (h) If it is n e c e s s a r y  to b r e a k  c i t y  or t o w n s h i p  l i n e s  to

4 stay w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  of a l l o w a b l e  d i v e r g e n c e  p r o v i d e d  for in

5 s u b d i v i s i o n  (d), t h e  n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  n e c e s s a r y  to a c h i e v e  p o p u -

6 l a t i o n  e q u a l i t y  s h a l l  b e  s h i f t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  2 d i s t r i c t s  a f f e c t e d

7 by t h e  s h i f t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  in l i e u  of a b s o l u t e  e q u a l i t y  t h e  l i n e s

8 may be d r a w n  a l o n g  t h e  c l o s e s t  s t r e e t  or c o m p a r a b l e  b o u n d a r y .

9 (i) W i t h i n  a c i t y  or t o w n s h i p  to w h i c h  t h e r e  is a p p o r t i o n e d

10 mo r e  t h a n  1 s e n a t e  d i s t r i c t  or h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t ,

11 d i s t r i c t  l i n e s  s h a l l  be d r a w n  to a c h i e v e  t h e  m a x i m u m  c o m p a c t n e s s

12 p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  a p o p u l a t i o n  r a n g e  of 98% to 102% of a b s o l u t e

13 e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h i n  t h a t  c i t y  or t o w n s h i p .

14 (j) C o m p a c t n e s s  s h a l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by c i r c u m s c r i b i n g  e a c h

15 d i s t r i c t  w i t h i n  a c i r c l e  of m i n i m u m  r a d i u s  a n d  m e a s u r i n g  t h e

16 area, n o t  p a r t  of t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s  a n d  n o t  p a r t  of a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,

17 i n s i d e  t h e  c i r c l e  b u t  n o t  i n s i d e  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

18 (k) If a d i s c o n t i g u o u s  t o w n s h i p  i s l a n d  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  a n

19 i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i t y  or d i s c o n t i g u o u s  p o r t i o n s  o f  t o w n s h i p s  a r e

20 split b y  a n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  cit y ,  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  of t h e  t o w n s h i p

21 s h all n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s p l i t  if a n y  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c i r c u m -

22 s t a n c e s  e x i s t :

23 (i) T h e  c i t y  m u s t  be s p l i t  to s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  of

24 a l l o w a b l e  d i v e r g e n c e  p r o v i d e d  for in s u b d i v i s i o n  (d) a n d  it is

25 p r a c t i c a b l e  to k e e p  t h e  t o w n s h i p  t o g e t h e r  w i t h i n  1 d i s t r i c t .
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1 (H) A  t o w n s h i p  i s l a n d  is c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  a w h o l e  c i t y  a n d

2 a s p l i t  of t h e  c i t y  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  to k e e p  t h e  t o w n s h i p

3 i n t a c t .

4 {Hi) T h e  d i s c o n t i g u o u s  p o r t i o n  of a t o w n s h i p  c a n n o t  be

5 i n c l u d e d  in t h e  s a m e  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e

6 t o w n s h i p  w i t h o u t  c r e a t i n g  a n o n c o n t i g u o u s  d i s t r i c t .

7 Sec. 2. S e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i s t r i c t s  s h all

8 be d r a w n  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of s e c t i o n  2 of

9 t i t l e  I of t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  a c t  of 1965, P u b l i c  L a w  8 9 - 1 1 0 ,

10 42 U . S . C .  1973.

11 Sec. 3. U p o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a n  e l e c t o r  f i l e d  n o t  l a t e r

12 t h a n  60 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  a r e d i s t r i c t -

13 ing p l a n ,  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  e x e r c i s i n g  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n

14 p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  6 of a r t i c l e  IV o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n

15 of 1963, m a y  r e v i e w  a n y  p l a n  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  m a y

16 m o d i f y  t h a t  p l a n  or r e m a n d  t h a t  p l a n  to a s p e c i a l  m a s t e r  for fur-

17 t h e r  a c t i o n  if t h e  p l a n  f a i l s  to c o m p l y  w i t h  s e c t i o n s  1 a n d  2.

18 Sec. 4. U n l e s s  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t i n g  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n

19 for t h e  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  s e n a t e  is a p p r o v e d  o n  or

2 0  b e f o r e  t h e  d e a d l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in s e c t i o n  1 , a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,

21 t h e  s p e a k e r  of t h e  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r

2 2  of t h e  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  the m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  of t h e

23 s e n a t e ,  or t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r  of t h e  s e n a t e  m a y  f i l e ,  o n  or

24 a f t e r  N o v e m b e r  2 i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a d l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d

25 in s e c t i o n  1, a p e t i t i o n  or o t h e r  p l e a d i n g s  or p a p e r s  w i t h  t h e

26 s u p r e m e  c o u r t  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  p r e p a r e  a

27 r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  for t h e  s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in
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1 c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  s e t  in s e c t i o n s  1

2 and 2 .

3 Sec. 5. If a p e t i t i o n  for r e v i e w  is f i l e d  in t h e  s u p r e m e

4 c o u r t  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  3 or 4, t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  d o  a l l  o f  t h e

5 f o l l o w i n g :

6 (a) E x e r c i s i n g  o r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n

7 6 of a r t i c l e  IV of t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1963, or o t h e r

8 j u r i s d i c t i o n  p u r s u a n t  to M i c h i g a n  c o u r t  r u l e  7 . 3 0 1 ( A ) ( 7 )  or a n y

9 s u c c e s s o r  c o u r t  rule, u n d e r t a k e  the p r e p a r a t i o n  of a r e d i s t r i c t -

10 ing p l a n  for t h e  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  t h e  s e n a t e .

11 (b) A p p o i n t  a n d  u t i l i z e  a s p e c i a l  m a s t e r  or m a s t e r s  a s  t h e

12 c o u r t  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .

13 (c) P r o v i d e ,  b y  o r d e r ,  for the s u b m i s s i o n  of p r o p o s e d  r e d i s -

14 t r i c t i n g  p l a n s  b y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s

15 w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a l l o w e d  to i n t e r v e n e .  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  be

16 g r a n t e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n  as of right.

17 (d) A f t e r  h e a r i n g  o r a l  a r g u m e n t  or a p p o i n t i n g  s p e c i a l

18 m a s t e r s ,  p r o p o s e  1 p l a n  for the c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p a r t i e s  a n d

19 the p u b l i c ,  a n d  m a k e  t h a t  p l a n  a v a i l a b l e  for p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  at

20 l e a s t  30 d a y s  in a d v a n c e  of the t i m e  set for h e a r i n g  in s u b d i v i -

21 s i o n  (f ) .

22 (e) P r e s c r i b e ,  by o r d e r  or o t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  for a n d

23 the d e a d l i n e s  p e r t a i n i n g  to f i l i n g  o b j e c t i o n s  a n d  r e b u t t a l  to t h e

24 p r o p o s e d  p l a n  in a d v a n c e  of the h e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e d  in s u b d i v i s i o n

25 (f).
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1 (f) H o l d  a h e a r i n g  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  at a t i m e  d e t e r m i n e d

2 b y  t h e  c o u r t  b u t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  M a r c h  10 i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g

3 t h e  d e a d l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in s e c t i o n  1.

4 (g) In o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  for t h e  o r d e r l y  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  and

5 f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  to m e e t  s t a t u t o r y  d e a d l i n e s  for f i l i n g  a n d  r e s i -

6 d e n c y ,  o r d e r  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  for t h e  s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of

7 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  A p r i l  I i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  the

8 d e a d l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in s e c t i o n  1 .

9 Sec. 6 . If a n y  p o r t i o n  of t h i s  a c t  or a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n y

10 p o r t i o n  of t h i s  a c t  to a n y  p e r s o n  or c i r c u m s t a n c e  is f o u n d  to be

11 i n v a l i d  b y  a c o u r t ,  t h e  i n v a l i d i t y  s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g

12 p o r t i o n s  or a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  a c t  t h a t  c a n  b e  g i v e n  e f f e c t

13 w i t h o u t  t h e  i n v a l i d  p o r t i o n s  or a p p l i c a t i o n ,  if t h e  r e m a i n i n g

14 p o r t i o n s  a r e  n o t  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  to b e  i n o p e r a b l e ,  a n d  to

15 t h i s  e n d  t h i s  a c t  is d e c l a r e d  to be s e v e r a b l e .
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