SB0395, As Passed House, February 25, 1998
S.B. 395

A bill to anmend 1967 PA 204, entitled
"Metropolitan transportation authorities act of 1967,"
by anmendi ng section 4a (MCL 124.404a), as added by 1988 PA 481.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 Sec. 4a. (1) The chief executive officer of each city
2 having a popul ation of 750,000 or nore within a netropolitan
3 area, of each county in which such a city is |located, and of al
4 other counties imrediately contiguous to such a city shall forma
5 corporation, subject to the limtations of this act, to be known
6 as the regional transit coordinating council for the purpose of
7 establishing and directing public transportation policy within a
8 netropolitan area. The counties of Livingston, Monroe,
9 St. dair, and Washtenaw shall be collectively represented on the
10 council by 1 nmenber, without vote, from1 of the counties and

11 shall determne their representative nenber on the council in a
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manner to be determ ned by the counties. The county from which
the representative nenber is to be selected shall rotate anong
the counties at | east every 2 years and the nenber shall be a
resident of the county fromwhich the nenber is to be sel ected.
If 1 or nore of the counties of Livingston, Mnroe, St. dair,
and Washtenaw wi t hdraw from the authority, the nenber shal
rotate between, and be selected from the remaining counties.

(2) A council formed under this section shall be considered
an authority organi zed pursuant to this act for the sol e purpose
of receiving transportation operating and capital assistance
grants. A council nmay not exercise any rights, duties, or powers
provided to an authority organi zed pursuant to this act except as
IS necessary to receive transportation operating and capital
assi stance grants.

(3) The council may adopt public transportation plans for
its metropolitan area. The council shall coordinate service
overlap, rates, routing, scheduling, and |like functions between
operators of public transportation. The council shall not have
power to enpl oy operating personnel, negotiate collective bar-
gai ning agreenents with operating personnel, or own operating
assets of a public transportation service within the netropolitan
ar ea.

(4) The articles of incorporation formng the council shal
provide for the conduct of the affairs of the council, including
provi sion for the appointnent of a general secretary to the coun-

cil and the allocation between the city and any authority
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representing the counties of any grants applied for by the
counci | .

(5) The council shall be a "designated recipient” for pur-
poses of the FORMVER federal urban mass transportation act of
1964, —49U-S€c—1661+t6—1618— PUBLI C LAW 88- 365, and the regul a-
tions promul gated under that act, to apply for federal and state
transportation operating and capital assistance grants, but the
council may designate a city with a popul ation of nore than
750, 000 and the authority representing the counties each as a
subreci pient of federal and state transportation funds. To the
extent required by the federal urban nmass transportation act of
1964 and the regul ations thereunder, the council and a city with
a popul ati on over 750,000 and the authority representing the
counties shall execute a supplenental agreenent conferring on a
city with a popul ati on over 750,000 and the authority represent-
ing the counties the right to receive and di spense grant funds
and contai ni ng such other provisions as are required by federal
| aw and regul ation. The general secretary shall submt in a
tinmely manner the council's application for such funds to the
responsi bl e federal and state agencies. The application shal
designate the distribution of all capital and operating funds
whi ch shall be paid directly to a city with a popul ati on over
750, 000 and the authority representing the counties. If the
council is the recipient, the general secretary, as soon as pos-
sible, but not nore than 10 busi ness days after receipt of the

funds by the general secretary, shall remt to acity with a
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popul ati on over 750,000 and the authority representing the
counties their designated distribution of the funds.

(6) The council shall act by a unani nous vote of its nmenber-
ship entitled to vote and shall neet regularly but not |ess than
quarterly. A council nmenber shall not designate another repre-
sentative to serve in his or her place on the council.

(7) The business which the council may perform shall be con-
ducted at a public neeting of the council held in conpliance with
t he open neetings act, —Aet—No—26F+of—thePubtHec-Acts—of—1976;-
betng—sections—15-261to—15-275of theMehigan—Conpitet—tans—
1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO 15.275. Public notice of the tine,
date, and place of the neeting shall be given in the manner
requi red by —Aet—No—26+of—thePubHc—-Acts—of—319746— THE OPEN
MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO 15. 275.

(8) An advisory commttee conprised of riders who are senior
citizens or —hantdieappers— PERSONS WTH DI SABI LI TIES, or both
and who live wthin the southeastern M chigan transportation
authority shall be established and shall report their concerns to
the council on a regularly schedul ed basi s.

(9) Before any state or federal funds are distributed to any
of the eligible authorities or eligible governnental agencies
coordi nated by the council, a financial audit of the transit
operations for the fiscal year imediately previous to the nost
recently conpleted fiscal year shall be provided to the state
transportation departnment in accordance wth section 10h(2) of
—Act—No—51—of—thePublec—Aets—of—1951—being—seection247-666h—of
the—M-chi-gan—Conpited—taws— 1951 PA 51, MCL 247.660H. The state
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transportation departnment may waive this requirenent on a
tenporary basis. Each audit shall be in accordance with sections
6 to 13 of the uniform budgeting and accounting act, —-Aect—No—2
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the—M-echtgan—Corptted—taws— 1968 PA 2, MCL 141.426 TO 141. 433.

Each financial audit shall also be in accordance with generally
accepted accounting standards as pronul gated by the United States
general accounting office and shall satisfy federal regul ations

relating to federal grant conpliance audit requirenents.
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