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SB 942, As Passed Senate, March 11, 1998

SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 942

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"
(MCL 400.1 to 400.119b) by addi ng section 57i.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 571. (1) THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL COOPER-
ATE W TH RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATI ONS TO ALLOW THOSE ORGANI ZATI ONS TO
COVPETE ON THE SAME BASI S AS ANY OTHER PRI VATE ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR
CONTRACTS TO PROVI DE SERVI CES TO RECI PI ENTS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LIMTED TO, MENTORI NG OR SUPPORTI VE SERVI CES. THE FAM LY | NDE-
PENDENCE AGENCY SHALL NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST A RELI G OUS ORGAN-
| ZATI ON THAT SEEKS A CONTRACT DESCRIBED IN THI S SUBSECTI ON ON THE
BASI S OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON' S RELI A QUS CHARACTER

(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW A RELI d QUS
ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST AN | NDI VI DUAL I N
REGARD TO RENDERI NG ASSI STANCE FUNDED BY THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
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AGENCY ON THE BASIS OF RELI G ON, A RELI G OQUS BELI EF, OR REFUSAL
TO PARTI CI PATE ACTI VELY I N A RELI G OQUS PRACTI CE.

(3) A RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATI ON THAT ACCEPTS FUNDS FROM THE
FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY TO PROVI DE SERVI CES DESCRI BED IN THI S
SECTI ON RETAI NS | TS | NDEPENDENCE FROM FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS, | NCLUDI NG THE RELI G OUS ORGANI ZATI ON' S CONTROL OVER
THE DEFI NI TI ON, DEVELOPMENT, PRACTI CE, AND EXPRESSION OF I TS
RELI G QUS BELI EFS. THE RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATION IS NOT REQUI RED TO
ALTER | TS FORM OF | NTERNAL GOVERNANCE, TO REMOVE RELI G OUS ART,
| CONS, SCRI PTURE, OR OTHER SYMBOLS I N ORDER TO BE ELI G BLE TO
CONTRACT TO PROVI DE ASSI STANCE, OR TO ACCEPT CERTI FI CATES, VOUCH
ERS, OR OTHER FORMS OF DI SBURSEMENT, FUNDED BY THE FAM LY | NDE-
PENDENCE AGENCY.

(4) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, "RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATI ON' MEANS
A CHURCH, ECCLESI ASTI CAL CORPORATI ON, OR GROUP NOT ORGANI ZED FOR
PECUNI ARY PROFI T THAT GATHERS | N COVMON MEMBERSH P FOR MUTUAL
SUPPORT AND EDI FI CATION I N PI ETY, RELI G OQUS OBSERVANCES, AND WOR-
SH P OF A SUPREME DEI TY.
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