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SENATE BILL NO. 945

February 26, 1998, Introduced by Senator GEAKE and referred
%o the Commttee on Famlies, Mental Health and Human
ervi ces.

A bill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled

"The social welfare act,"
(MCL 400.1 to 400.119b) by addi ng section 57j.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 57J. (1) NOT LATER THAN DECEMBER 31, 1998, THE FAM LY
| NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT LEARNFARE DEMON-
STRATI ON PRQJECTS UNDER THI' S SECTION I N 3 COUNTI ES. THE PROVI -
SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON APPLY | N EACH COUNTY I N WH CH A LEARNFARE
DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJIECT |'S | MPLEMENTED UNDER THI S SECTI ON

(2) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, IF A CH LD
AGE 6 TO 11 IS A DEPENDENT CH LD OF A FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASSI ST-
ANCE RECI PI ENT, THAT CHI LD AND THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASSI STANCE
RECI PI ENT ARE SUBJECT TO THE MEASURES UNDER SUBSECTION (3) IF THE
CH LD MEETS ElI THER OF THE FOLLOW NG
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(A) THE CHILD I'S NOT ENROLLED I N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS DURI NG
THE CURRENT SCHOOL SEMESTER I N VI OLATI ON OF PART 24 OF THE
REVI SED SCHOOL CODE, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380. 1561 TO 380.1599, OR
WAS NOT ENROLLED | N THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS DURI NG THE | MVEDI ATELY
PRECEDI NG SCHOOL SEMESTER | N VI OLATI ON OF PART 24 OF THE REVI SED
SCHOOL CODE, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1561 TO 380. 1599.

(B) THE CHILD |'S HABI TUALLY TRUANT DURI NG THE CURRENT SCHOOL
SEMESTER OR WAS HABI TUALLY TRUANT DURI NG THE | MVEDI ATELY PRECED-
| NG SCHOOL SEMESTER.

(3) IF ACHLDIS FOUND TO MEET THE CONDI TI ONS UNDER SUBSEC-
TION (2), THE FOLLON NG APPLY TO THE CHI LD AND THE FAM LY | NDE-
PENDENCE ASS| STANCE RECI Pl ENT:

(A) THE FIRST TIME A CH LD |'S FOUND TO MEET THE CONDI Tl ONS
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (2), BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:

(i) THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT SHALL MONI TOR THE CHI LD S SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE ON A MONTHLY BASI S.

(ii) THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT SHALL OFFER TO THE CH LD AND THE
RECI PI ENT CASE MANAGEMENT SERVI CES DEVELOPED BY THE FAM LY | NDE-
PENDENCE AGENCY THAT ARE DES|I GNED TO | MPROVE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

(B) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED | N SUBSECTION (4), IF A
CH LD |'S FOUND TO MEET THE CONDI TI ONS UNDER SUBSECTI ON (2) FOR A
SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT TI ME, THEN, AFTER NOTI CE AND AN OPPORTUNI TY
FOR A HEAR NG UNDER SECTION 9, BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:

(i) FOR THE NEXT MONTH AFTER THE FI NDI NG THE NEEDS OF THE
CHI LD | NVOLVED I N THE FI NDI NG SHALL NOT BE TAKEN | NTO ACCOUNT | N
DETERM NI NG THE RECI Pl ENT' S FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASSI STANCE.
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(ii) FOR ANY MONTH THEREAFTER I N WHI CH THE CHI LD | NVOLVED I N
THE FI NDI NG HAS MORE THAN 2 UNEXCUSED ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL, AS
DETERM NED BY THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY, | N THE NEXT MONTH
THE CHI LD S NEEDS SHALL NOT BE TAKEN | NTO ACCOUNT | N DETERM NI NG
THE RECI PI ENT' S FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASS| STANCE.

(4) THE MEASURES DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (3)(B) SHALL NOT BE
| MPOSED UNLESS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG OCCUR:

(A) THE COUNTY DEPARTMENT HAS COWPLI ED W TH SUBSECTI ON
(3)(A).

(B) THE RECI PI ENT HAS FAI LED TO REQUEST A HEARI NG UNDER SEC-
TION 9 OR HAS FAI LED AT A HEARI NG HELD UNDER SECTI ON 9 TO ESTAB-
LI SH GOOD CAUSE FOR THE CHI LD S ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL. GOOD CAUSE
SHALL BE DETERM NED ACCORDI NG TO FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY
RULE.

(C) THE CHI LD OR RECI PI ENT, OR BOTH, FAIL TO COOPERATE W TH
THE CASE MANAGER OR TO PARTI Cl PATE | N CASE MANAGEMENT SERVI CES
DEVELOPED BY THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY THAT ARE DES|I GNED TO
| MPROVE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

(5) AS A CONDI TI ON TO CONTI NUI NG TO RECEl VE FAM LY | NDEPEN-
DENCE ASSI STANCE FOR A CHI LD AGE 6 TO 11, A RECI PI ENT SHALL PRO-
VI DE | NFORMATI ON NEEDED TO VERI FY THE CHI LD S ENROLLMENT AND
ATTENDANCE | N A PUBLI C OR NONPUBLI C SCHOOL AND SHALL CONSENT TO
THE RELEASE OF THE CHI LD S ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE RECORDS FROM
THE SCHOOL TO THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF
TH S SECTION. THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL WORK W TH
SCHOOLS TO DEVELOP THE NECESSARY CONSENT FORMS FOR THE PURPCSES
OF TH'S SUBSECTION. |IT IS THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF THE CASE WORKER
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TO VER FY A CH LD S SCHOOL ATTENDANCE FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S
SECTI ON.

(6) SUBSECTI ONS (2) AND (3) DO NOT APPLY TO A CHI LD WHO
MEETS 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) 1S NOT REQUI RED TO ATTEND A PUBLI C SCHOOL UNDER SECTI ON
1561(3) OF THE REVI SED SCHOOL CODE, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380. 1561.

(B) 1S PROH Bl TED FROM ATTENDI NG A PUBLI C SCHOOL DURI NG A
SUSPENSI ON OR EXPULSI ON FROM SCHOOL UNDER THE REVI SED SCHOOL
CODE, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380.1 TO 380. 1852, AND THERE | S NO OTHER
SCHOOL THAT W LL ALLOW THE CHI LD TO ENROLL OR THERE |'S NO PUBLIC
OR PRI VATE TRANSPORTATI ON AVAI LABLE TO ANOTHER SCHOOL THAT W LL
ALLON THE CHI LD TO ENROLL.

(C) HAS GOOD CAUSE FOR FAI LI NG TO ATTEND SCHOOL, AS DETER-
M NED ACCORDI NG TO FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY RULE.

(7) THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL REQUEST A WAl VER
FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVI CES UNDER SECTI ON 1115(a) OF PART A OF TITLE XI OF THE
SOCI AL SECURI TY ACT, 42 U.S.C. 1315, TO PERM T THE APPLI CATI ON OF
TH S SECTI ON TO RECI Pl ENTS OF FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASS| STANCE.
THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL REQUEST THE WAl VER FOR A
PER OD OF 36 MONTHS OR FOR THE PERI OD THE SECRETARY FI NDS NECES-
SARY TO ENABLE THE STATE TO | MPLEMENT THI'S SECTION. A PROVI SI ON
OF TH' S SECTI ON FOR WHI CH A FEDERAL WAl VER | S REQUI RED SHALL NOT
BE APPLI ED TO A RECI Pl ENT OF FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ASSI STANCE
UNLESS THE FEDERAL WAI VER IS IN EFFECT. |F A WAl VER | S GRANTED
FOR PARTS OF THI'S SECTI ON BUT NOT FOR OTHERS, THE FAM LY
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| NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL | MPLEMENT THOSE PARTS OF THI S SECTI ON
FOR WH CH THE WAI VER HAS BEEN GRANTED.

(8) THI'S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO CONFLICT WTH OR
DM NI SH THE COVPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUI REMENTS OF PART 24
OF THE REVI SED SCHOOL CODE, 1976 PA 451, MCL 380. 1561 TO
380. 1599.

(9) AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON, "HABI TUALLY TRUANT" MEANS THAT
A CH LD HAS BEEN ABSENT FROM SCHOOL W THOUT GOOD CAUSE, AS DETER-
M NED ACCORDI NG TO FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY RULE, FOR EI THER OR
BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG PERI ODS

(A) ALL OR PART OF 5 OR MORE DAYS QUT OF 10 CONSECUTI VE DAYS
I N WH CH SCHOOL WAS | N SESSI ON.

(B) ALL OR PART OF 10 OR MORE DAYS IN WHI CH SCHOOL WAS | N
SESSION I N A SCHOOL SEMESTER
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