SENATE BILL NO. 981

March 3, 1998, Introduced by Senators MC MANUS, BENNETT,
STEIL and JAYE and referred to the Comnmttee on Hunti ng,
Fi shing and Forestry.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"
by anendi ng sections 51701 and 51702 (MCL 324.51701 and
324.51702), as added by 1995 PA 57.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
1 Sec. 51701. , , ,
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the—departrent— AS USED IN TH S PART:
(A) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES OR HI'S OR HER DESI GNEE.

(B) "PRESCRI BED BURN' MEANS A FIRE THAT IS | NTENTI ONALLY SET
BY THE DEPARTMENT I N A FOREST AREA ON STATE OMNED PROPERTY OR
PRI VATELY OMNED PROPERTY TO ASSI ST THE DEPARTMENT | N | MPLEMENTI NG
1 OR MORE LAND USE MANAGEMENT GOALS.

SEC. 51702. (1) THE STATE OR A DEPARTNMENT, BUREAU, BOARD,
COW SSI ON, OR OTHER AGENCY OF THE STATE OR A POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI -
SION OF THE STATE SHALL NOT ENACT, ADOPT, PROMULGATE, ENFORCE, OR
PRACTI CE ANY LAW RULE, POLICY, OR CONCEPT THAT CREATES OR TENDS
TO CREATE A CONDI TI ON THAT PROMOTES, FOSTERS, OR LEADS OR NMNAY
TEND TO PROMOTE, FOSTER, OR LEAD TO THE BEG NNI NG OR SPREADI NG OF
A FOREST FI RE THAT COULD JEOPARDI ZE THE PUBLI C TRUST IN THE FOR-
ESTS OF THE STATE OR ANY PRI VATE LAND CONTI GQUOUS TO THE FORESTS
OF THE STATE, EXCEPT AS MAY BE REQUI RED FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF THE
PUBLI C HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE, OR AS PRESCRI BED FOR FOREST
MANAGEMENT OR W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS UNDER THE AUTHORI TY OF
THE DEPARTMENT.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT CONDUCT A PRESCRI BED BURN TO
CREATE PRAI RI E.

(3) To the extent authorized by law, all acts and parts of
acts or rules pronul gated pursuant to acts or parts that are

inconsistent wwth this part are repeal ed.
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