SB961, As Passed House, September 27, 2000

HOUSE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 961

A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by amendi ng sections 252a and 719 (MCL 257.252a and 257.719),
section 252a as anended by 1981 PA 104 and section 719 as anended
by 1996 PA 136.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 252a. (1) As used in this section, "abandoned vehicle"
means a vehicl e —whieh— THAT has renmi ned on public property or
private property for a period of 48 hours OR FOR A PERIOD OF 24
HOURS ON A STATE TRUNK LI NE H GAWAY AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OF
1951 PA 51, MCL 247.651, after a police agency or other govern-
ment al agency designated by the police agency has affixed a wit-

ten notice to the vehicle.
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(2) If a vehicle has remained on public or private property
for a period of tinme so that it appears to the police agency to
be abandoned, the police agency shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Determne if the vehicle has been reported stolen.

(b) Affix a witten notice to the vehicle. The witten
notice shall contain the follow ng informtion:

(1) The date and tine the notice was affixed.

(i) The nanme and address of the police agency taking the
action.

(iii)) The name and badge nunber of the police officer affix-
ing the notice.

(iv) The date and tine the vehicle may be taken into custody
and stored at the owner's expense or scrapped if the vehicle is

not renoved.

(v) The year, make, and vehicle identification nunber of the
vehicle, if avail able.

(3) If the vehicle is not renoved within 48 hours after the
date the notice was affixed OR WTH N 24 HOURS AFTER THE DATE THE
NOTI CE WAS AFFI XED I N THE CASE OF A STATE TRUNK LI NE H GHWAY, the
vehi cl e i s —deermee— CONSI DERED abandoned and the police agency
may have the vehicle taken into custody.

(4) A police agency —whieh— THAT has a vehicle taken into
custody shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Recheck to determne if the vehicle has been reported

st ol en.
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(b) Wthin 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody,
enter the vehicle as abandoned into the | aw enforcenent
i nformati on networKk.

(c) Wthin 7 days after taking the vehicle into custody,
send to the registered owner and secured party, as shown by the
records of the secretary of state, by first-class nmail or per-
sonal service, notice that the vehicle —has—been-deerred— |S
CONSI DERED abandoned. The formfor the notice shall be furnished
by the secretary of state. Each notice formshall contain the
foll owi ng information

(i) The year, meke, and vehicle identification nunber of the
vehicle if avail able.

(ii)) The location fromwhich the vehicle was taken into
cust ody.

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.

(iv) The name and address of the police agency —whieh— THAT
had t he vehicle taken into custody.

(v) The busi ness address of the custodian of the vehicle.

(vi) The procedure to redeemthe vehicle.

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle
—has—been—deerred— | S CONSI DERED abandoned or the reasonabl eness
of the towing fees and daily storage fees.

(viii) A form petition —whieh— THAT the owner may file in
person or by mail with the specified court —whteh— THAT requests
a hearing on the police agency's action.

(ix) A warning that the failure to redeemthe vehicle or to

request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice may
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result in the sale of the vehicle and the term nation of al
rights of the owner and the secured party to the vehicle or the
proceeds of the sale.

(5) The registered owner may contest the fact that the vehi-
cl e —has—been—deerred— | S CONSI DERED abandoned or the reasonabl e-
ness of the towing fees and daily storage fees by requesting a
hearing. A request for a hearing shall be nmade by filing a peti-
tion with the court specified in the notice within 20 days after
the date of the notice. |If the owner requests a hearing, the
matter shall be resolved after a hearing conducted —purstant—to—
UNDER sections 252e and 252f. An owner who requests a hearing
may obtain release of the vehicle by posting a towi ng and storage
bond in an anmobunt equal to the accrued towi ng and storage fees
with the court. The owner of a vehicle who requests a hearing
may obtain release of the vehicle by paying the tow ng and stor-
age fees instead of posting the tow ng and storage bond. |If the
court finds that the vehicle was not properly —deemred— CONSI DERED
abandoned, the police agency shall reinburse the owner of the
vehicle for the accrued tow ng and storage fees.

(6) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may
obtain the rel ease of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges
to the custodi an of the vehicle.

(7) 1'f the owner does not redeemthe vehicle or request a
hearing wthin 20 days after the date of the notice, the secured
party may obtain the rel ease of the vehicle by paying the accrued
charges to the custodian of the vehicle and the police agency for

its accrued costs.
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(8) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the
heari ng described in subsection (5) or, if a hearing is not
requested, not |less than 20 days after the date of the notice,
the police agency shall offer the vehicle for sale at a public
sal e pursuant to section 252g.

(9) If the ownership of a vehicle —whiech—has—been—deered—
THAT | S CONSI DERED abandoned under this section cannot be deter-
m ned either because of the condition of the vehicle identifica-
tion nunbers or because a check with the records of the secretary
of state does not reveal ownership, the police agency may sel
the vehicle at public sale pursuant to section 252g, not |ess
than 30 days after public notice of the sale has been published.

(10) THE SOUTHEAST M CHI GAN COUNCI L OF GOVERNMENTS SHALL
CONDUCT A STATEW DE STUDY | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE STATE TRANSPOR-
TATI ON DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE TO EVALUATE
THE | MPACT OF THE CHANGE FROM 48 HOURS TO 24 HOURS | N
SUBSECTI ONS (1) AND (4). THE STUDY SHALL BE COVPLETED AND
RETURNED TO THE CHAI RPERSONS OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE STANDI NG
COW TTEES THAT CONSI DER TRANSPORTATI ON AND TRAFFI C RELATED
| SSUES W THI N 12 MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE ANMENDA-
TORY ACT THAT ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON. THE STUDY SHALL BE BASED ON
THE NUMBER OF VEH CLES BEI NG TONED, THE VALUE OF THE VEHI CLE, THE
NUMBER OF VEHI CLES SOLD AT PUBLI C SALE, AND THE NUMBER OF OMNERS
VWHO REQUEST A HEARI NG AND THE OQUTCOVE OF THAT HEARI NG  THE
SENATE AND HOUSE STANDI NG COW TTEES, AND THE SOUTHEAST M CHI GAN
COUNCI L OF GOVERNMENTS, STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT, AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLI CE SHALL REVI EW THE STUDY AND DETERM NE
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IF IT IS FEASI BLE FOR THE TI ME A VEH CLE REMAI NS ON A STATE TRUNK
LI NE H GHWAY BEFORE I T | S DETERM NED ABANDONED ON A STATE TRUNK
LI NE H GHWAY TO BE REDUCED FROM 24 HOURS TO 12 HOURS.

Sec. 719. (1) A vehicle unloaded or with | oad shall not
exceed a height of 13 feet 6 inches. The owner of a vehicle that
collides with a awfully established bridge or viaduct is |iable
for all damage and injury resulting froma collision caused by
t he height of the vehicle, whether the clearance of the bridge or
vi aduct is posted or not.

(2) —Fhts— LENGTHS DESCRIBED IN THI S subsection shall be
known as the normal |ength maxi num Except as provided in
subsection (3), the follow ng vehicles and conbi nati ons of vehi -
cles shall not be operated on a highway in this state in excess
of these |engths:

(a) Any single vehicle: 40 feet; ANY SINGLE BUS. 45 FEET.

(b) Articul ated buses: 65 feet.

(c) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section, a
conmbi nation of a truck and semtrailer or trailer, or a truck
tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor and sem -
trailer or trailer, designed and used exclusively to transport
assenbl ed notor vehicles or bodies, recreational vehicles, or
boats, —whieh— THAT does not exceed a |length of 65 feet.
Stinger-steered conbinations shall not exceed a |l ength of 75
feet. The | oad on the conbinations of vehicles described in this
subdi vi sion may extend an additional 3 feet beyond the front and
4 feet beyond the rear of the conbinations of vehicles.

Retract abl e extensi ons used to support and secure the | oad that

04977' 99 * (H 1)



© 00 N O O b~ W N PP

N N DN NN DN P P PP R R
o o0 A WON P O © 00N OO 0o WODN O

SB961, As Passed House, September 27, 2000

Senate Bill No. 961 7
do not extend beyond the all owabl e overhang for the front and
rear shall not be included in determning |ength of a | oaded
vehi cl e or vehicl e conbination.

(d) Truck tractor and semtrailer conbinations: no overal
| ength, —++F— the semtrailer —doees— not TO exceed 50 feet.

(e) Truck and semtrailer or trailer: 59 feet.

(f) Truck tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck trac-
tor and 2 semtrailers: 59 feet.

(g) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assem

bl ed, in conbination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nmounts with
full nmount nechanisns and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehicles in conbination, not to exceed 55 feet.

(3) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (2), the follow ng vehicles
and conbi nations of vehicles shall not be operated on a desig-
nated hi ghway of this state in excess of these |engths:

(a) Truck tractor and semtrailer conmbinations: —No— NO
overall length limt, —+— the semtrailer —dees— not TO exceed
53 feet. Al semtrailers longer than 50 feet shall have a
wheel base of 40.5 feet plus or mnus 0.5 feet, nmeasured fromthe
ki ngpin coupling to the center of the rear axle or the center of
the tandem axl e assenbly if equipped with 2 axles. A semtrailer
with a length |Ionger than 50 feet shall not operate with nore
than 2 axles on the semtrailer. Cty, village, or county
authorities may prohibit stops of vehicles with a semtrailer
| onger than 50 feet within their jurisdiction unless the stop

occurs al ong appropriately designated routes, or is necessary for
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ener gency purposes or to reach shippers, receivers, warehouses,
and term nal s al ong desi gnat ed routes.

(b) Truck and semtrailer or trailer conbinations: 65 feet,
except that a person may operate a truck and semtrailer or
trailer designed and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and
tree length poles that does not exceed an overall |ength of 70
feet. A person nmay operate a truck tractor and semtrailer
desi gned and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and tree
| engt h wooden poles with a | oad overhang to the rear of the sem -
trailer which does not exceed 6 feet if the semtrailer does not
exceed 50 feet in |Iength.

(c) Truck tractor and 2 semtrailers, or truck tractor,
semtrailer, and trailer conbinations: no overall length imt,
if the length of each semtrailer or trailer does not exceed
28-1/2 feet each, or the overall length of the semtrailer and
trailer, or 2 semtrailers as neasured fromthe front of the
first towed unit to the rear of the second towed unit while the
units are coupl ed toget her does not exceed 58 feet.

(d) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assem
bl ed, in conbination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nmounts with
full mount nechanisns and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehicles in conbination, not to exceed 65— 75 feet.

(4) The follow ng conbinati ons and novenents are
pr ohi bi t ed:

(a) A truck shall not haul nore than 1 trailer or semtrail-
er, and a truck tractor shall not haul nore than 2 semtrailers

or 1 semtrailer and 1 trailer in conbination at any 1 tine,
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except that a farmtractor nmay haul 2 wagons or trailers, or
garbage and refuse haul ers may, during daylight hours, haul up to
4 trailers for garbage and refuse coll ection purposes, not
exceeding in any conbination a total length of 55 feet and at a
speed limt not to exceed 15 mles per hour.

(b) A conbination of vehicles or a vehicle shall not have
nore than 11 axles, except when operating under a valid permt
i ssued by the state transportation departnent or a | ocal author-
ity with respect to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(c) Any conbination of vehicles not specifically authorized
under this section is prohibited.
(d) A conmbination of 2 semitrailers pulled by a truck trac-

tor, unless each semtrailer uses a fifth wheel connecting assem

bly which conforns to the requirenments of the notor carrier

1963 PA 181, MCL 480.11 TO 480. 22.

(e) A vehicle or a conbination of vehicles shall not carry a
| oad extending nore than 3 feet beyond the front of the |ead
vehi cl e.

(f) A vehicle described in subsections (2)(e) and (3)(d)
enploying triple saddl e nounts unl ess all wheels —whieh— THAT are
in contact with the roadway have operating brakes.

(5) Al conbinations of vehicles under this section shal
enpl oy connecting assenblies and lighting devices that are in
conpliance w th —Aet—No—181t-ofthePubHHecAets—of—1963—-andthis
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act— THE MOTOR CARRI ER SAFETY ACT OF 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL
480. 11 TO 480. 22.

(6) The total gross weight of a truck tractor, semtrailer,
and trailer conbination or a truck tractor and 2 semtrailers
conbi nati on —whieh— THAT exceeds 59 feet in length shall not
exceed a ratio of 400 pounds per engi ne net horsepower delivered
to clutch or its equivalent specified in the handbook published
by the society of autonotive engineers, inc. (SAE), 1977
edi tion.

(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a
civil infraction. The owner of the vehicle may be charged with a
violation of this section.

(8) As used in this section:
a—tocat—pubHetranstt—systemfunded—by—Act—No—51+—of thePubt+e
Aets—of —1951—betrnrg——secttons24+65tto 24+ 6+5of theMechtgan
Cotrptted—taws—

(A) —b)y— "Designated hi ghway" neans a hi ghway approved by
the state transportation departnent or a |ocal authority with
respect to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(B) —fe)— "Length" neans the total Iength of a vehicle, or
conbi nati on of vehicles, including any |load the vehicle is
carrying. Length —shalHH— DOES not include safety and energy con-
servation devices including, but not limted to, inpact absorbing
bunpers, rear view mrrors, turn signal |anps, marker |anps,
steps and hand holds for entry and egress, flexible fender

extensions, nud flaps, or splash and spray suppressant devices;
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| oad induced tire bulge; refrigeration or heating units; or air
conpressors attached to the vehicle. A safety or energy conser-
vation device shall be excluded froma determ nation of length
only if it is not designed or used for the carrying of cargo,
freight, or equipnent. Semtrailers and trailers shall be nea-
sured fromthe front vertical plane of the forenpst transverse
| oad supporting structure to the rearnost transverse | oad sup-
porting structure.

(C —feh— "Stinger-steered conbinations” nmeans a truck trac-
tor and semtrailer conbination in which the fifth wheel is
| ocated on a drop frane | ocated behi nd and bel ow t he rear nbst

axl e of the power unit.
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