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HOUSE BILL No. 4672

May 13, 1999, Introduced by Reps. LaForge, Jacobs, Brater, Bogardus, Kelly and Brewer
and referred to the Committee on Family and Civil Law.

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"
by anendi ng sections 57e and 57f (MCL 400.57e and 400.57f), as
added by 1995 PA 223.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 57e. (1) Each famly receiving famly independence
assi stance shall execute a social contract outlining the respon-
sibilities of nenbers of the famly i ndependence assi stance
group. The social contract shall be developed jointly by the
famly i ndependence agency and the adult fam |y nenbers and shal
identify conpliance goals that are to be nmet by nenbers of the
famly i ndependence assistance group. The social contract shal
reflect the individual needs and abilities of the particul ar

famly, and shall include at least all of the follow ng:
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(a) The obligation of each adult and each child aged 16 or
ol der who is not attending el enmentary or secondary schoo
full-time to participate in work first unless exenpt under sec-
tion 57f.

(b) The obligation of each m nor parent who has not com
pl et ed secondary school to attend school.

(c) The obligation of each adult to engage in at |east 20
hours per week of enploynment, work first activities, education or
training, community service activities, or self-inprovenent
activities.

(d) The obligation to cooperate in the establishnment of
paternity and the procurenent of child support, if applicable.

(e) The obligation of a recipient who fails to conply with
conpl i ance goals due to substance abuse to participate in sub-
stance abuse treatnment and submt to any periodic drug testing
required by the treatnent program

(f) Any other obligation the famly independence agency
determ nes is necessary to enable the famly to achieve
i ndependence.

(2) Beginning 6 weeks after the birth of her child until the
child is 3+menths— 1 YEAR old, the fam |y independence agency
may permt a nother exenpted fromwork first under
section 57f(3)(d) to receive instruction in parenting, nutrition,
and child devel opnent as fulfillnment of her social contract obli-
gation under section (1)(c).

(3) The fam |y independence agency shall nonitor each

famly's conpliance with the social contract. |[If the famly
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fails to conply with the conpliance goals set forth in the social
contract, the famly i ndependence agency shall inpose penalties
under section 57g.

(4) THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY SHALL NOT CONSI DER THE
LOSS OF APPROVAL OR ELIGEBILITY OF A DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECT UNDER
THE COVMUNI TY CONSERVATI ON CORPS ACT AS A VI OLATI ON BY THE RECI P-
| ENT OF THE SOCI AL CONTRACT.

Sec. 57f. (1) The famly independence agency shall enter
into an agreenment with the —Mehtrganjobs—commisston— DEPARTMENT
OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT in order to facilitate the adm nistration
of work first. The famly independence agency shall make infor-
mation on the program available to the |egislature.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in subsection (3), every
menber of a famly independence assistance group shall be
referred to and shall participate in work first. |If a recipient
has cooperated with work first but the work first agency deter-
mnes that a job is not available, the recipient may enroll in a
programthat is specifically job-related and of no nore than 2
years' duration that is offered by a college or university, com
munity college, state-licensed vocational or technical education
program or state-licensed proprietary school. |F THE RECI Pl ENT
HAS COOPERATED W TH WORK FI RST BUT THE WORK FI RST AGENCY DETER-
M NES THAT MORE JOB SKILL TRAI NI NG | S NEEDED, THE RECI Pl ENT NMAY
ENRCLL I N A WORKFORCE SKI LL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE
WORK FI RST AGENCY. The particular activities in which the recipi-
ent is required or authorized to participate, the nunber of hours

of work required, and other details of work first shall be
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devel oped by t he —Mehtganjobs—coemission— DEPARTVMENT OF CAREER
DEVELOPMENT and the fam |y i ndependence agency and shall be set
forth in the recipient's social contract.

(3) The follow ng individuals are exenpt fromparticipation
in wrk first:

(a) Achild under the age of 16

(b) Achild aged 16 or older, or a mnor parent, who is
attending el enmentary or secondary school full-tine.

(c) An individual who is working a m ni mum nunber of hours
determ ned by the famly i ndependence agency to be necessary to
nmeet federal requirenents.

(d) The nother of a child under the age of —3—wonths— 1
YEAR.

(e) An individual aged 65 or ol der.

(f) A recipient of supplenental security incone, social

security disability, or nedical assistance due to disability or

bl i ndness.

(g) An individual suffering froma physical or nenta
i npai rment that neets federal supplenental security inconme dis-
ability standards, except that no m ninmum duration is required.

(h) The spouse of an individual described in subdivision (f)
or (g) who is the full-tinme caregiver of that individual.

(1) A parent or caretaker of a child who is suffering froma
physi cal or nental inpairnment that neets the federal supplenental
security incone disability standards, except that no m ni mum

duration is required.
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(4) I'n addition to those individuals exenpt under subsection
(3), the famly independence agency may grant a tenporary
exenption fromparticipation in work first, not to exceed 90
days, to an individual who is suffering froma docunented
short-termnmental or physical illness, limtation, or disability
that severely restricts his or her ability to participate in
enpl oynment or training activities. An individual with a docu-
mented nental or physical illness, limtation, or disability that
does not severely restrict his or her ability to participate in
enpl oynent or training activities shall be required to partici-
pate in work first at a nmedically perm ssible |evel

(5) An individual is not disabled for purposes of this sec-
tion if substance abuse is a contributing factor material to the
determ nation of disability.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. or House Bill No. _
(request no. 00641'99) of the 90th Legislature is enacted into

| aw.
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