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HOUSE BILL No. 4919
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HOUSE BILL No. 4919

September 29, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Baird, Martinez, Jacobs, L ockwood, LaForge,
Schauer, Brater, Dennis, Brewer, Minore, Hanley, Price, Garza, Clark, Hardman, Stallworth,
Quarles, Thomas and Lemmons and referred to the Committee on Constitutional Law and
Ethics.

A bill to anmend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revi sed judicature act of 1961,"
(MCL 600. 101 to 600.9948) by adding sections 2969 and 2970; and
to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 2969. (1) AN OW\NER OF A FIREARM I S LI ABLE TO AN | NDI -
VI DUAL OR THE I NDI VI DUAL' S ESTATE FOR COVMPENSATORY DAMACGES FOR
I NJURY TO, OR THE DEATH OF, THE INDI VIDUAL | F THE OAMNER OF THE
FI REARM EXPRESSLY OR BY | MPLI CATI ON, PERM TS ACCESS TO THE FI RE-
ARM BY AN | NDI VI DUAL AND BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG ARE PROVEN:

(A) THE 1 NJURY OR DEATH I S CAUSED BY USE OF THE OANNER' S
FI REARM

(B) THE OWNER OF THE FI REARM KNEW OR SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT
THE | NDI VI DUAL' S ACCESS TO THE FI REARM CREATED AN UNREASONABLE
Rl SK THAT | NJURY OR DEATH WOULD OCCUR.
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(2) IN A JUDGVENT AGAI NST AN OWNER UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), THE
COURT MAY AWARD REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES.

SEC. 2970. (1) AN OMNER OF A FI REARM WHO KNEW OR SHOULD
HAVE KNOMWN THAT THE FI REARM WAS ACCESSI BLE TO A M NOR IS LI ABLE
TO AN | NDI VI DUAL OR THE | NDI VI DUAL" S ESTATE FOR COVPENSATORY DAM
AGES FOR I NJURY TO, OR THE DEATH OF, THE I NDI VI DUAL THAT I S
CAUSED BY USE OF THE OONER' S FI REARM UNLESS THE OANER DID 1 OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) KEPT THE FI REARM I N A SECURELY LOCKED CONTAI NER.

(B) KEPT THE FI REARM SECURELY LOCKED W TH A TRI GGER LOCK.

(© KEPT THE FI REARM UNLOADED AND | N A LOCATI ON THAT A REA-
SONABLE PERSON WOULD BELI EVE TO BE SECURE.

(2) IN A JUDGVENT AGAI NST AN OWNER UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), THE
COURT MAY AVWARD REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES.

Enacting section 1. 1990 PA 319, MCL 123.1101 to 123. 1105,

i's repeal ed.
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