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HOUSE BILL No. 4991

October 13, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Green, Sheltrown, Jelinek, Neumann, Spade,
Birkholz, Bovin, Jelema, Kukuk, Rick Johnson, Julian, Cameron Brown, Gosselin, Ehardt,
Garcia, Law and Koetje and referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Resource
Management.

A bill to anmend 1893 PA 206, entitled
"The general property tax act,"”
(MCL 211.1 to 211.157) by adding section 7gg.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 7GG (1) A VEGETATIVE FILTER STRIP 16 FEET OR MORE I N
W DTH THAT IS | MMEDI ATELY ADJACENT AND PARALLEL TO A DRAI N,
Rl VER, OR STREAM | S EXEMPT FROM THE COLLECTI ON OF TAXES UNDER
TH' S ACT.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE SHALL ANNUALLY SUBM T TO
THE SENATE AND HOUSE COWM TTEES THAT HAVE THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY FOR
AGRI CULTURAL MATTERS A REPORT CONCERNI NG THE EFFECTI VENESS OF THE
EXEMPTI ON UNDER THI' S SECTI ON.

(3) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "DRAIN'" MEANS A COUNTY DRAIN AS THAT TERM | S DEFI NED I N
SECTI ON 461 OF THE DRAIN CODE OF 1956, 1956 PA 40, MCL 280. 461,
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OR AN | NTERCOUNTY DRAIN AS THAT TERM | S DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 511 OF
THE DRAI N CODE OF 1956, 1956 PA 40, MCL 280.511.

(B) "VEGETATI VE FILTER STRI P' MEANS A PARCEL OF REAL PROP-
ERTY 16 FEET OR MORE | N W DTH | MVEDI ATELY ADJACENT AND PARALLEL
TO A DRAIN, RIVER, OR STREAM THAT IS NOT CULTI VATED, MAI NTAI NED,
OR GROOMED AND THAT FI LTERS THE SURFACE WATER RUNOFF FLOW NG | NTO
THAT DRAIN, R VER, OR STREAM AS DETERM NED BY THE SO L CONSERVA-
TI ON DI STRI CT AGENCY W TH JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THAT REAL PROPERTY.
VEGETATI ON | N A VEGETATI VE FI LTER STRI P SHALL HAVE ALL OF THE
FOLLON NG CHARACTERI STI CS:

(A) A DENSE TOP GROWH,

(B) A HEAVY, FIBROUS ROOT SYSTEM

(C) FORMB A UNI FORM GROUND COVER

(D) TOLERATES PESTI Cl DES USED | N FARM NG
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