HOUSE BILL No. 5385
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HOUSE BILL No. 5385

February 16, 2000, Introduced by Rep. Brewer and referred to the Committee on
Constitutional Law and Ethics.

A bill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan el ection |law, "
by amendi ng sections 673a, 674, 682, and 683 (MCL 168. 673a,

168. 674, 168.682, and 168.683), section 673a as anmended by 1996
PA 583 and section 674 as anmended by 1996 PA 207.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 673a. Not later than May 15 of each year, the county
chair of a major political party OR AN AUTHORI ZED REPRESENTATI VE
OF A SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON may submt to the city, township, or
village clerks in that county a list of individuals who are
interested in serving as an el ection inspector in that county.
The county chair OF A MAJOR POLI TI CAL PARTY OR THE AUTHORI ZED
REPRESENTATI VE OF A SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON may designate in the
[ist —the— IN WHAT city, township, or village —+—n—whiech— each
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i ndividual on the list wishes to serve. AS USED IN TH S ACT,
"SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON' MEANS ElI THER OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A BRANCH, LODGE, OR CHAPTER OF A NATI ONAL OR STATE NON\-
PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON THAT IS AUTHORI ZED BY I TS WRI TTEN CONSTI TU-

TI O\, CHARTER, ARTI CLES OF | NCORPORATI ON, OR BYLAWS TO ENGAGE I N
A FRATERNAL, CIVIC, OR SERVICE PURPOSE WTHI N THI S STATE

(B) A LOCAL NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON THAT IS ORGANI ZED FOR A
CHARI TABLE, FRATERNAL, CIVIC, OR SERVI CE PURPCSE, THAT IS NOT
AFFI LI ATED WTH A STATE OR NATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ON, AND WHOSE CON-
STI TUTI ON, CHARTER, ARTI CLES OF | NCORPORATI ON, OR BYLAWS CONTAI N
A PROVI SI ON FOR THE PERPETUATI ON OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON AS A NON\-
PROFI T ORGANI ZATI ON.

Sec. 674. (1) Notw thstanding any other provision of lawto
the contrary and subject to this section, the city and township
board of el ection comm ssioners and the village board of election
comm ssioners for village elections only, at |east 21 days but
not nore than 40 days before each el ection, but ——nAno—case— NOT
| ess than 5 days before the date set for hol ding TRAI NI NG
school s, —ef—nstruetton,— shall appoint for each el ection pre-
cinct at least 3 election inspectors and as many nore as inits
opinion is required for the efficient, speedy, and proper conduct
of the election. The board of election conmm ssioners may appoi nt
as AN el ection inspector an individual on the list submtted by a
maj or political party OR A SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON under
section 673a who is qualified to serve under section 677. An
appoi ntnent of an el ection inspector under this section is void

if a properly conpleted application for that election inspector
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is not on file in the clerk’s office as prescribed in
section 677.

(2) The board of election comm ssioners shall designate 1
appoi nted el ection inspector as chairperson. The board of el ec-
tion comm ssioners shall appoint at |least 1 election inspector
fromeach major political party and shall appoint an equal
nunber, as nearly as possible, of election inspectors in each
el ection precinct fromeach major political party. The board of
el ection conmm ssioners may appoint election inspectors in an
el ection precinct frommnor political parties. Not later than 2
busi ness days foll ow ng the appoi ntnent of election inspectors
under subsection (1) for elections in which a federal or state
of fi ce appears, the board of election conm ssioners shall notify
by certified mail, personal service, or electronic transm ssion
capabl e of determi ning date of receipt the county chair of each
maj or political party of the nanes and political party affilia-
tions of appointed election inspectors and the precincts to which
those inspectors were appointed. A board of election comm ssion-
ers shall not appoint a person as an election inspector if that
person declares a political party preference for 1 political
party but is a known active advocate of another political party.
As used in this section, "a known active advocate" nmeans a person
who nmeets 1 or nore of the foll ow ng CONDI TI ONS:

(a) I's a delegate to the convention or an officer of that
ot her party.

(b) I's affiliated with that party through an el ected or

appoi nted gover nnent position.
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(c) Has made docunented public statenents specifically
supporting by name the other political party or its candidates in
the same cal endar year as the election for which the appoint nment
is being made. As used in this subdivision, "docunented public
statenments" neans statenents reported by the news nedia or wit-

ten statenents with a clear and unanbi guous attribution to the
appl i cant.

(3) The county chair of a major political party, BUT NOT A
SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON, may chal | enge t he appoi ntnent of an el ec-
tion inspector based upon the qualifications of the election
i nspector, the legitimcy of the election inspector’s political
party affiliation, or whether there is a properly conpl eted dec-
| aration of political party affiliation in the application for
that election inspector on file in the clerk’s office. The chal -
| enge shall be in witing, specifically identify the reason for
t he chal  enge, and include any avail abl e docunentati on supporting
the chal l enge. The county chair of the political party shal
file a challenge under this subsection with the board of election
conmi ssioners not |ater than 4 business days follow ng receipt of
the board of el ection conm ssioners’ notice of appointed el ection
i nspectors under subsection (2).

(4) Upon receipt of a challenge under subsection (3), the
board of el ection comm ssioners shall determ ne whether the
appoi ntee has the necessary qualifications by review ng the
application or any other official records, such as voter regis-
tration records, or whether the applicant has a properly

conpl eted certification of political party affiliation in the
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application. |If the challenge alleges that the appointee is a
known active advocate of a political party other than the one on
the appointee’s application, the board of election comm ssioners
i mredi ately shall provide the appointee with a copy of the chal -
| enge by certified mail, personal service, or electronic trans-
m ssi on capable of determ ning date of receipt. The appointee
may respond to the challenge within 2 business days after receiv-
ing a copy of the challenge. A response shall be by affidavit
addressing the specific reasons for the challenge. Failure to
respond shall result in revocation of the appointnent. Wthin 2
busi ness days after receiving the challenge or a response from
t he appoi ntee, whichever is later, the board of election conm s-
sioners shall make a final determ nation and notify the appointee
and the county chair of the political party of the
det erm nati on.

(5) If a vacancy occurs in the office of chairperson or in
the office of election inspector before election day, the chair-
person of the board of election conm ssioners shall designate
some ot her properly qualified applicant or election inspector as
chai rperson or sonme other qualified applicant as el ection inspec-
tor, as applicable, subject to this section. |[If a vacancy occurs
in the office of chairperson on election day, the renaining el ec-
tion inspectors shall designate 1 of the inspectors as
chai r per son

Sec. 682. (1) —Any— A person enpl oyed as an —inspector—of—
el ection INSPECTOR, or in any other official capacity at —any— AN

el ection, primary el ection, or on —any— A board of canvassers or
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board of registration, shall, except as —heretrn— otherw se
specifically provided UNDER THI S ACT, receive —stch— reasonable

conpensati on as —fray—be—attowed— DETERM NED by the townshi p board
of any townshi p, board of supervisors of any county, or the |eg-

islative body of any city or village. ——as—the—casemay be—

(2) A PERSON WHOSE NAME IS SUBM TTED TO THE CI TY, TOASHI P,
OR VI LLAGE CLERK AS A POTENTI AL ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR BY A SERVI CE
ORGANI ZATI ON UNDER SECTI ON 673A AND WHO IS ENTI TLED TO COMPENSA-
TI ON UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) OF THI S SECTI ON MAY DESI GNATE THAT THE
COVPENSATI ON THAT HE OR SHE | S ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE BE PAI D
Dl RECTLY TO THE SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON THAT SUBM TTED H S OR HER
NAMVE. A PERSON ENTI TLED TO COMPENSATI ON UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) WHO
DESI GNATES A SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ON TO RECEI VE THE COVPENSATI ON
SHALL MAKE THE DESI GNATI ON I N VWRI TI NG AND EXPLI CI TLY WAIVE H S OR
HER Rl GAT TO RECEI VE COMPENSATI ON FOR HI' S OR HER SERVI CES UNDER
TH S ACT.

Sec. 683. Each county clerk prior to each primry, —and—
GENERAL, AND SPECI AL el ection shall, by sone reliable neans,
notify the clerk of each township and city in the county of a
trai ning school for election inspectors to be held at a pl ace
desi gnated by the county clerk within 20 days prior to —each— A
primary, general, and special election. The township and city
clerks shall notify each election inspector appointed to serve at
that election of the tinme and place of —sueh— THE training
school . At —such—reeting— THE TRAI NI NG SCHOOL, the county clerk
shal | instruct and denonstrate —the—manner—n—which— HOVNt he

duties of election inspectors are required by law to be
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performed. It shall be the duty of the inspectors, —so— notified
UNDER THI S SECTION, to attend —such—rreeting— THE TRAI NIl NG SCHOOL
unl ess excused by the county clerk for good cause. Conpensation
FOR ATTENDI NG THE TRAI NI NG SCHOOL may be pai d —themtherefor—by

by—the—governingbodies— TO THE ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS UNDER SECTI ON

682. No —inspector—of— el ection | NSPECTOR shall serve in —any—
AN el ection unl ess he —shatt—tave— OR SHE HAS within the | ast

preceding 2 years either attended an el ecti on TRAI NI NG school or
—shalH—have— passed —satisfactority— an exam nation given by the
el ection conm ssion of the city, township, or village in which HE
OR SHE WAS appoi nted. The exam nation shall be subject to the
approval of the secretary of state. This section shall not pre-
vent the appointnment of an —inspector—of— election | NSPECTOR to
fill a vacancy. This section shall not prohibit —any— A city or
—afty— townshi p having a popul ation of 10,000 or nore from con-
ducting its own training school for election inspectors of that
city or township. —i+m—which—case—election— ELECTI ON i nspectors
who have attended —suech— A CITY OR TOANSH P TRAI NI NG school
—stat+— ARE not —be— required to attend the county training

school .
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