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HOUSE BILL No. 5525

HOUSE BILL No. 5525

March 21, 2000, Introduced by Reps. Garza, Hale, Garcia, DeéWeese, Jamnick, Hansen,
Bogardus, Gieleghem, LaForge, Schauer, Kilpatrick, DeHart, Dennis, Clark, Hardman, Reeves,
Sheltrown, Basham, Ehardt, Scott, Jacobs, Clarke, Martinez, Price, Hanley, LaSata, Howell, Byl,
Kuipers, Hager, Kowall, Voorhees, Jellema, Minore, Quarles, Thomas, Cherry, Birkholz,
Richardville and Lemmons and referred to the Committee on House Oversight and Operations.

A bill to designate March 31 of each year as Cesar Chavez
day in the state of M chigan.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes the fundanental con-
tribution that Cesar Chavez made to this nation by organi zi ng
farmworkers to canpaign for safe and fair working conditions,
reasonabl e wages, decent housing, and the outlaw ng of child
| abor. Cesar Chavez began working in the fields of Arizona and
California at the age of 10. Profoundly influenced by these
hunbl e begi nni ngs, Chavez enbraced the nonviol ent principles of
Mohandas Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to crusade
agai nst racial and econom c discrimnation, coordinate voter reg-
istration drives, and found the united farm workers of Anerica.
In 1994, Chavez was posthunously awarded the presidential nedal

of freedom the highest honor given to civilians by the United
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States governnment. In nenory of this great Anerican, the
| egi sl ature declares that March 31 of each year shall be known as
"Cesar Chavez Day"

(2) The | egislature encourages individuals, governnental and
educational institutions, and comrunity organi zati ons to pause on
Cesar Chavez day and refl ect upon the courage and sacrifice of a
man t o whom Robert Kennedy once referred as "one of the heroic

figures of our tine".
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