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HOUSE BILL No. 56384

April 26, 2000, Introduced by Reps. Brater, Raczkowski, Baird, Quarles, Scott,
Lockwood, Hansen, Jacobs, Dennis, Woodward, Bovin, Cherry, Martinez, DeHart, Pestka,
Schauer, Shulman, Minore and LaForge and referred to the Committee on Family and Civil Law.

A bill to amend 1846 RS 83, entitled
"Of marriage and the sol emmi zation thereof,”
by amendi ng sections 7 and 16 (MCL 551.7 and 551.16), section 7
as anmended by 1983 PA 64.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 7. (1) Marriages may be sol emmi zed by any of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) A judge of the district court, in the district in which
the judge is serving.

(b) Adistrict court magistrate, in the district in which
the magi strate serves.

(c) A municipal judge, in the city in which the judge is
serving or in a township over which a nunicipal court has
jurisdiction pursuant to section 9928 of —Act—No—236—ofthe
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Conptted—taws— THE REVI SED JUDI CATURE ACT OF 1961, 1961 PA 236,
MCL 600. 9928.

(d) A judge of probate, in the county or probate court dis-
trict in which the judge is serving.

(e) A judge of a federal court.

(f) A mayor of a city, in the city in which the mayor
serves.

(g) The county clerk of a county having nore than 2,000, 000

i nhabi tants or an enpl oyee of the clerk’s office designated by

the county clerk, in the county in which the clerk serves.

(H AN ORDAI NED, COWM SSI ONED, LI CENSED, OR OTHERW SE FOR-
MALLY | NSTATED LEADER OF AN ORGANI ZATI ON, CHURCH, BODY OF COVMJ-
NI CANTS, OR OTHER GROUP THAT GATHERS NOT FOR PECUNI ARY PROFI T,
BUT I N COVWWON MEMBERSHI P FOR MJTUAL SUPPORT AND EDI FI CATI ON I N
PIETY, WORSHI P, AND RELI G QUS OBSERVANCE, OR OF A SCOCI ETY OF
I NDI VI DUALS UNI TED NOT FOR PECUNI ARY PROFI T, BUT FOR RELI G OQUS
PURPOSES AT A DEFI NI TE PLACE.

04796’ 99 *



3

(1) AN I ND VI DUAL WHO MEETS THE QUALI FI CATIONS I N
SUBDI VISION (H), WHO IS NOT A RESIDENT OF THI S STATE, AND WHO I S
AUTHORI ZED TO SOLEWNI ZE MARRI AGES UNDER THE LAW OF THE STATE I N
VWH CH THE | NDI VI DUAL RESI DES.

(2) A person authorized by this act to solemize a marri age
shal | keep proper records and make returns as required by section
4 of

section—551104—of theM-echigan—Conpited—tanws— 1887 PA 120,
MCL 551. 104.

(3) I'f a myor of a city solemizes a nmarriage, the mayor
shal | charge and collect a fee to be determ ned by the council of
that city, which shall be paid to the city treasurer and depos-
ited in the general fund of the city at the end of the nonth.

(4) If the county clerk of a county having nore than
2,000, 000 inhabitants or an enpl oyee of the clerk’s office desig-
nated by the county clerk solemizes a marriage, the county clerk
shall charge and collect a fee to be determ ned by the comm s-
sioners of that county, which shall be paid to the county trea-
surer and deposited in the general fund of the county at the end
of the nonth.

Sec. 16. A marriage solemized before —a—person— AN
| NDI VI DUAL professing to be —a—district—judge,—conmon—pleas—cotrt

or—a—mi-ni-ster—of —the—gospet— AUTHORI ZED TO SOLEMNI ZE MARRI AGES | N
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TH' S STATE shall not be considered or adjudged to be void, nor

shall the validity of the marriage be affected, on account of

—afy— A want of jurisdiction or authority —nthe—supposedjudge,-
magi-strate,—mayor,—clterk,—enployee,—or—mnirster— BY THAT

INDIVIDUAL if the marriage was consummated with a full belief on
the part of the —persons— | ND VIDUALS married, or either of them
that they were lawfully joined in marriage.

Enacting section 1. This anmendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. _ or House Bill No. 5685
(request no. 0479699 a *) of the 90th Legislature is enacted

into | aw.
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