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SENATE BILL No. 1081

March 8, 2000, Introduced by Senator LELAND and referred to the Committee on
Government Operations.

A bill to anend 1931 PA 328, entitled
"The M chi gan penal code,"
by anmendi ng section 297e (MCL 750. 297e).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 297e. (1) As used in this section, "kosher" neans pre-
pared or processed in accordance with orthodox Hebrew religious
requi renents sancti oned by a recogni zed ort hodox rabbi nical
counci | .

(2) A person who, with intent to defraud, sells or exposes
for sale any neat, —of— neat —preparations— PREPARATION, article
of food, or food —preducts— PRODUCT, and fal sely represents —the
sarre— | T to be kosher, whether —sueh— THE neat, or neat
—preparations— PREPARATION, article of food, or food —products
are— PRODUCT IS raw or prepared for human consunption, either by

direct statenent orally, or in witing, which mght— IS
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reasonably —be— cal cul ated to deceive or |ead a reasonabl e —an—
PERSON to believe that a representation is being made that —stueh—
THAT food is kosher; —or— WHO fal sely represents any food
—products— PRODUCT or the contents of any package or container to
be so constituted and prepared, by having or permtting to be
i nscri bed —thereon— ON THE PACKAGE OR CONTAI NER t he word "kosher™
in any | anguage; —or— WHO sells or exposes for sale in the sane
pl ace of business both kosher and nonkosher neat or mneat prepara-
tions, or both kosher and nonkosher food or food products, either
raw or prepared for human consunption, and who fails to indicate
on his OR HER wi ndow signs and all display advertising, in block
letters at |east 4 inches in height, "kosher and nonkosher neat
sol d here" or "kosher and nonkosher food sold here"; —or— who
exposes for sale in any show wi ndow or place of business both
kosher and nonkosher neat or neat preparations, or kosher and
nonkosher food or food products, either raw or prepared for hunan
consunption, and who fails to display over each kind of neat or
nmeat preparation so exposed a sign in block letters at |east 4

i nches in height reading "kosher neat" or "nonkosher neat", or

"kosher food" or "nonkosher food"; —— or who displays on his OR
HER wi ndow, door, or in his OR HER place of business, or in hand-
bills or other printed matter distributed in or outside of his OR
HER pl ace of business, words or letters in Hebraic characters

ot her than the word "kosher", or any sign, enblem insignia,

6- poi nted star, synbol, or mark in simulation of sane, w thout

ALSO di spl ayi ng —tnh—econjunctton—therewirth— in English letters of

at | east the sanme size as such characters, signs, enblens,
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i nsignia, synbols or marks, the words "we sell kosher neat and
food only" or "we sell nonkosher neat and food only", or "we sell
bot h kosher and nonkosher neat and food" is guilty of a
m sdeneanor. Possessi on of nonkosher neat and food, in any place
of business advertising the sale of kosher neat and food only, is
presunptive evidence that the person in possession exposes the
—safre— NONKOSHER MEAT AND FOCD for sale with intent to defraud,
in viol ati on —of—the—provistons— of this section.

(3) A person who, with intent to defraud, sells or exposes
for sale in any hotel, restaurant or other place where food pro-
ducts are sold for consunption on or off the prem ses, any neat,
—ofr— neat —preparations— PREPARATION, article of food, or food
—products— PRODUCT, and falsely represents —the—sarme— IT to be
kosher, whet her —sueh— THAT neat, or neat —preparations—
PREPARATI ON, article of food, or food —preducts— PRODUCT be raw
or prepared for human consunption, either by direct statenent
orally, or in witing, which —mght— | S reasonably —be— cal cu-
| ated to deceive or |ead a reasonable —mran— PERSON to believe
that a representation is being made that —stueh— THAT food is
kosher; —or— WHO fal sely represents any food product or the con-
tents of any package or container to be so constituted and pre-
pared, by having or permtting to be inscribed thereon— ON THE
PACKAGE OR CONTAI NER t he word "kosher™ in any |anguage; —et— WHO
sells or exposes for sale in the sane place of business both
kosher and nonkosher neat or neat preparations, or both kosher
and nonkosher food or food products, either raw or prepared for

human consunption, and who fails to indicate on his OR HER wi ndow
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signs and all display advertising, in block letters at |east 4

i nches in height, "kosher and nonkosher food sold here", —er— who
exposes for sale in any show wi ndow or place of business both
kosher and nonkosher food or food products, either raw or pre-
pared for human consunption, and who fails to display over each
kind of food or food preparation so exposed a sign in block |et-

ters at least 4 inches in height reading "kosher food" or

"nonkosher food"; —— or who displays on his OR HER wi ndow, door,
or in his OR HER place of business, or in handbills or other

printed matter distributed in or outside of his OR HER pl ace of

busi ness, words or letters in Hebraic characters other than the
word "kosher", or any sign, enblem insignia, 6-pointed star,
synbol, or mark in sinulation of sanme, w thout ALSO displaying
—+f——econjunction—therewrth— in English letters of at |east the
same size as such characters, signs, enblens, insignia, synbols
or marks the words "we sell kosher food only" or "we sell nonko-
sher food only", or "we sell both kosher and nonkosher food", is
guilty of a m sdeneanor. Possession of nonkosher food, in any

pl ace of business advertising the sale of kosher food only, is
presunptive evidence that the person in possession exposes the
—safre— NONKOSHER MEAT AND FOCD for sale with intent to defraud,
in viol ati on —of—the—provistons— of this section.

(4) —No— A person shall NOT DO ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(a) —WHfutHy— WLLFULLY nark, stanp, tag, brand, |abel, or
in any other way or by any other neans of identification repre-

sent or cause to be marked, stanped, tagged, branded, | abel ed, or
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represented as kosher food or food products not kosher or not so
prepar ed.

(b) —WHfutHy— WLLFULLY renove, deface, obliterate, cover
alter, or destroy, or cause to be renoved, defaced, obliterated,
covered, altered, or destroyed the original slaughterhouse plunba
or any other mark, stanp, tag, brand, |abel, or any other neans
of identification affixed to foods or food products to indicate
t hat —stweh— THOSE foods or food products are kosher.

(c) Knowingly sell, dispose of, or have in his OR HER pos-
session, for the purpose of resale to any person as kosher, any
food or food products not having affixed thereto the original
sl aught er house plunba or any other mark, stanp, tag, brand,
| abel , or other neans of identification enployed to indicate that
—steh— THAT food or food —proeducts—are— PRODUCT | S kosher or any
food or food products to which such plunba, mark, stanp, tag,
brand, |abel, or other neans of identification has or have been
fraudul ently affi xed.

(5) The departnent of agriculture shall investigate,

i nspect, and supervise the sale of KOSHER neat and neat prepara-

tions and SHALL enforce the provisions of this act. —Fhe—depart=
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1 (6) —Any— A person who viol ates —the—provistons—of— this

2 section is guilty of a m sdeneanor.
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