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SENATE BILL No. 1327

September 19, 2000, Introduced by Senator BENNETT and referred to the Committee on
Local, Urban and State Affairs.

A bill to anend 1909 PA 279, entitled
"The hone rule city act,”
by anmendi ng section 3 (MCL 117.3), as anended by 1999 PA 260.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 3. Each city charter shall provide for all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The election of a mayor, who shall be the chief execu-
tive officer of the city, and of a body vested with | egislative
power, and for the election or appointnment of a clerk, a treasur-
er, an assessor or board of assessors, a board of review, and
ot her officers considered necessary. The city charter may pro-
vide for the selection of the nmayor by the |egislative body.

El ections may be by a partisan, nonpartisan, or preferenti al

ball ot, or by any other |egal method of voting. Notw thstanding

any other |aw or charter provision to the contrary, a city having
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a 1970 official population of nore than 150, 000, whose charter
provides for ternms of office of less than 4 years, and in which
the termof office for the mayor and the governi ng body are of
the sane length, nmay provide by ordinance for a termof office of
up to 4 years for mayor and other elected city officials. The
ordi nance shall provide that the ordi nance shall take effect 60
days after it is enacted unless within the 60 days a petition is
submtted to the city clerk signed by not |ess than 10% of the

regi stered electors of the city requesting that the question of

approval of the ordinance be submtted to the electors at the
next regular election or a special election called for the pur-
pose of approving or disapproving the ordi nance.

(b) The nom nation of elective officers by partisan or non-
partisan primary, by petition, or by convention.

(c) The tinme, manner, and nmeans of hol ding el ections and the
regi stration of electors.

(d) The qualifications, duties, and conpensation of the
city’s officers. |If the city has an appoi nted chi ef adm nistra-
tive officer, the legislative body of the city may enter into an

enpl oynment contract with the chief administrative officer extend-
i ng beyond the terns of the nmenbers of the |egislative body

unl ess such an enpl oynent contract is prohibited by the city
charter. An enploynent contract with a chief adm nistrative
officer shall be in witing and shall specify the conpensation to
be paid to the chief admi nistrative officer, any procedure for
changi ng the conpensation, any fringe benefits, and any ot her

conditions of enploynment. The contract shall state if the chief
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adm nistrative officer serves at the pleasure of the |legislative
body, and the contract may provide for severance pay or other
benefits in the event the chief adm nistrative officer’ s enpl oy-
ment is termnated at the pleasure of the |egislative body.

(e) The establishnment of 1 or nore wards, and if the nmenbers
of the city' s legislative body are chosen by wards, for equal
representation for each ward in the |egislative body.

(f) That the subjects of taxation for nunicipal purposes are
the sane as for state, county, and school purposes under the gen-
eral |aw.

(g) The annual |aying and collecting taxes in a sum except
as otherw se provided by law, not to exceed 2% of the taxable
val ue of the real and personal property in the city. Unless the
charter provides for a different tax rate limtation, the govern-
ing body of a city may |l evy and coll ect taxes for rmunicipal pur-
poses in a sumnot to exceed 1% of the taxable value of the real
and personal property in the city, subject to section la of chap-
ter VII of the nunicipal finance act, 1943 PA 202, MCL 137.1la.

As used in this subdivision, "taxable value" is that value deter-
m ned under section 27a of the general property tax act, 1893
PA 206, MCL 211. 27a.

(h) An annual appropriation of noney for nmunici pal
pur poses.

(i) The levy, collection, and return of state, county, and
school taxes in conformance with the general laws of this state,

except that the preparation of the assessnent roll, the neeting
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of the board of review, and the confirmation of the assessnent
roll may be at the times provided in the city charter

(j) The public peace and health and for the safety of per-
sons and property. In providing for the public peace, health,
and safety, a city may expend funds or enter into contracts with
a private organi zation, the federal or state governnment, a
county, village, or township, or another city for services con-
si dered necessary by the | egislative body. Public peace, health,
and safety services may include the operation of child gui dance

and community nental health clinics, the prevention, counseling,
and treatnment of devel opnental disabilities, the prevention of
drug abuse, and the counseling and treatnment of drug abusers.
(k) Adopting, continuing, anending, and repealing the city
ordi nances and for the publication of each ordinance before it
becones operative. Wether or not provided in its charter
i nstead of publishing a true copy of an ordinance before it
becones operative, the city may publish a summary of the
ordinance. |If the city publishes a summary of the ordinance, the
city shall include in the publication the designation of a |oca-
tion in the city where a true copy of the ordi nance can be

i nspected or obtained. Any charter provision to the contrary
notwi t hstanding, a city nay adopt an ordi nance puni shabl e by

i mprisonment for not nore than 93 days or a fine of not nore than
$500. 00, or both, if the violation substantially corresponds to a
violation of state law that is a m sdeneanor for which the nmaxi-
mum period of inprisonnent is 93 days. Wether or not provided

inits charter, a city may adopt a provision of any state statute
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for which the maxi mum period of inprisonnment is 93 days, the

M chi gan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, or a

code— LAWOR RULE OF THI' S STATE, I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, A
LAW OR RULE ADCPTI NG BY REFERENCE A CODE PROMULGATED BY ANOTHER
PUBLI C OR PRI VATE ENTITY OR A LAW OR RULE CONSTI TUTI NG THE TEXT
OF A CODE, OR MAY ADOPT A CCDE PROMULGATED BY ANOTHER PUBLI C

ENTI TY OR A PRI VATE ENTITY, by reference to the | aw, code, or
rule in an adopting ordi nance and w t hout publishing the |aw,
code, or rule in full. |F AN ORDI NANCE ADOPTS BY REFERENCE A LAW
OR RULE OF THI S STATE, THE ORDI NANCE MAY | NCORPORATE FUTURE
AMENDMENTS OR REVI SIONS OF THE LAW OR RULE BY EXPLI Cl TLY PROVI D-

I NG THAT FUTURE AMENDVMENTS OR REVI SI ONS ARE | NCORPORATED BY REF-
ERENCE WHEN, OR A SPECI FI ED PERI OD OF TI ME AFTER, THEY TAKE
EFFECT IN THI S STATE. The | aw, code, or rule shall be clearly
identified in the ordinance and its purpose shall be published
with the adopting ordi nance OR WTH THE SUWARY OF THE ADOPTI NG
ORDI NANCE. —Printed—<copies— COPIES of the law, code, or rule
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ADOPTED BY THE CI TY BY REFERENCE shall be kept in the office of

the city clerk, available for inspection by —— and distribution
to —— the public. —at—atH—t+mes— IF A LAWOR RULE OF TH S STATE
| S ADOPTED BY THE CI TY BY REFERENCE AND THE LAW OR RULE ADOCPTS BY
REFERENCE A CODE PROMULGATED BY ANOTHER PUBLI C ENTITY OR A PRI -
VATE ENTITY, COPIES OF THE CODE | TSELF SHALL ALSO BE KEPT I N THE
OFFI CE OF THE CI TY CLERK, AVAI LABLE FOR | NSPECTI ON BY AND DI STRI -
BUTI ON TO THE PUBLI C. The NEWSPAPER publicati on OF THE ORDI NANCE

shall contain a notice —stating— that a conplete copy of the |aw,
code, or rule is —made— avail able FOR | NSPECTI ON BY AND
DI STRIBUTION to the public at the office of the city clerk. —n

be—rrade—avattabtetothegeneral—publiec— A city shall not

enforce any provision adopted by reference for which the maxi mum
period of inprisonnent is greater than 93 days.

(1) That the business of the |legislative body shall be con-
ducted at a public neeting held in conpliance with the open neet-
ings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275. Al records of the
muni cipality shall be nade available to the general public in
conpliance with the freedom of information act, 1976 PA 442,

MCL 15. 231 to 15. 246.

(m Keeping in the English | anguage a witten or printed
journal of each session of the |egislative body.

(n) A system of accounts that conforns to a uniform system

of accounts as required by |aw.
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