© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

SB1124, As Passed House, June 4, 2002

REPRI NT
SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 1124
(As passed the Senate May 9, 2002)

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicle code,”
by anmendi ng sections 717 and 719 (MCL 257.717 and 257.719), sec-
tion 717 as amended by 2000 PA 7 and section 719 as anended by
2002 PA 78.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 717. (1) The total outside width of a vehicle or the
| oad on a vehicle shall not exceed 96 inches, except as otherw se
provided in this section.

(2) A person may operate or nove an inplement of husbandry
of any width on a highway as required, designed, and intended for
farm ng operations, including the novenent of inplenments of hus-
bandry being driven or towed and not hauled on a trailer, wthout
obtai ning a special permt for an excessively w de vehicle or

| oad under section 725. The operation or novenent of the
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i npl enment of husbandry shall be in a manner so as to mnimze the
interruption of traffic flow A person shall not operate or nove
an i npl enent of husbandry to the left of the center of the road-
way froma half hour after sunset to a half hour before sunrise,
under the conditions specified in section 639, or at any tine
visibility is substantially dimnished due to weat her
conditions. A person operating or noving an inplenment of hus-
bandry shall follow all traffic regulations.

(3) The total outside width of the |oad of a vehicle hauling
concrete pipe, agricultural products, or unprocessed |ogs, pulp-
wood, or wood bolts shall not exceed 108 inches.

(4) Except as provided in —stbseet+on— SUBSECTI ONS (2) AND
(5) and this subsection, if a vehicle that is equipped wth pneu-
matic tires is operated on a highway, the maxi numw dth fromthe
outside of 1 wheel and tire to the outside of the opposite wheel
and tire shall not exceed 102 inches, and the outside w dth of
the body of the vehicle or the I oad on the vehicle shall not
exceed 96 inches. However, a truck and trailer or a tractor and
semitrailer conbination hauling pul pwod or unprocessed | ogs may
be operated with a maxi rum w dth of not to exceed 108 inches in
accordance with a special permt issued under section 725.

(5) The total outside BODY width of a bus, A TRAILER COACH,
A TRUCK CAMPER, or a notor home shall not exceed 102 inches.
HOWNEVER, AN APPURTENANCE OF A TRAILER COACH, A TRUCK CAMPER, OR A
MOTOR HOVE THAT EXTENDS NOT MORE THAN 6 | NCHES BEYOND THE TOTAL
QUTSI DE BODY WDTH IS NOT A VI CLATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON.
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(6) A vehicle shall not extend beyond the center line of a
state trunk line highway except when authorized by |aw. Except
as provided in subsection (2), if the width of the vehicle nakes
it inpossible to stay away fromthe center line, a pernmt shal
be obtai ned under section 725.

(7) The director of the state transportation departnment, a
county road commi ssion, or a local authority may designate a
hi ghway under the agency's jurisdiction as a highway on which a
person may operate a vehicle or vehicle conbination that is not
nore than 102 inches in width, including | oad, the operation of
whi ch woul d ot herwi se be prohibited by this section. The agency
maki ng the designation may require that the owner or |essee of
the vehicle or of each vehicle in the vehicle conbination secure
a permt before operating the vehicle or vehicle conbination.
Thi s subsection does not restrict the issuance of a speci al
permt under section 725 for the operation of a vehicle or vehi-
cl e conbination. This subsection does not permt the operation
of a vehicle or vehicle conbination described in section 722a
carrying a | oad described in that section if the operation would
otherwise result in a violation of that section.

(8) A person who violates this section is responsible for a
civil infraction. The owner of the vehicle may be charged with a
viol ation of this section.

Sec. 719. (1) A vehicle unloaded or with | oad shall not
exceed a height of 13 feet 6 inches. The owner of a vehicle that
collides with a lawfully established bridge or viaduct is |liable

for all damage and injury resulting froma collision caused by
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t he height of the vehicle, whether the clearance of the bridge or
vi aduct is posted or not.

(2) Lengths described in this subsection shall be known as
the normal |ength maxi num Except as provided in subsection (3),
the follow ng vehicles and conbi nati ons of vehicles shall not be
operated on a highway in this state in excess of these |engths:

(a) Any single vehicle: 40 feet; any single bus OR MOTOR
HOVE: 45 feet.

(b) Articul ated buses: 65 feet.

(c) Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this section, a
conmbi nation of a truck and semtrailer or trailer, or a truck
tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck tractor and sem -
trailer or trailer, designed and used exclusively to transport
assenbl ed notor vehicles or bodies, recreational vehicles, or
boats, that does not exceed a length of 65 feet. Stinger-steered
conbi nati ons shall not exceed a length of 75 feet. The |oad on
t he conbi nati ons of vehicles described in this subdivision may
extend an additional 3 feet beyond the front and 4 feet beyond
the rear of the conbinations of vehicles. Retractable extensions
used to support and secure the |load that do not extend beyond the
al |l owabl e overhang for the front and rear shall not be included
in determning length of a | oaded vehicle or vehicle
conbi nati on

(d) Truck tractor and sem trailer conbinations: no overal
length, the semtrailer not to exceed 50 feet.

(e) Truck and semtrailer or trailer: 59 feet.
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(f) Truck tractor, semtrailer, and trailer, or truck
tractor and 2 semtrailers: 59 feet.

(g) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assem
bled, in combination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nmounts with
full nmount nechanisnms and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehicles in conbination, not to exceed 55 feet.

(3) Notwithstandi ng subsection (2), the foll owi ng vehicles
and conbi nations of vehicles shall not be operated on a desig-
nat ed highway of this state in excess of these |engths:

(a) Truck tractor and sem trailer conbinations: no overal
length [imt, the semtrailer not to exceed 53 feet. Al semn -
trailers longer than 50 feet shall have a wheel base of 37.5 to
40.5 feet plus or mnus 0.5 feet, neasured fromthe kingpin cou-
pling to the center of the rear axle or the center of the rear
axl e assenbly. Before April 1, 2003, a senmitrailer with a |length
| onger than 50 feet shall not operate with nore than 2 axles on
the semtrailer. After March 31, 2003, a semitrailer with a
I ength [ onger than 50 feet shall not operate with nore than 3
axles on the semtrailer. City, village, or county authorities
may prohibit stops of vehicles with a semtrailer |onger than 50
feet within their jurisdiction unless the stop occurs al ong
appropriately designated routes, or is necessary for energency
pur poses or to reach shippers, receivers, warehouses, and term -
nal s al ong desi gnat ed routes.

(b) Truck and semtrailer or trailer conmbinations: 65 feet,
except that a person nmay operate a truck and semtrailer or

trailer designed and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and
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tree length poles that does not exceed an overall |length of 70
feet. A person may operate a truck tractor and semtrailer

desi gned and used to transport saw | ogs, pul pwood, and tree

| ength wooden poles with a | oad overhang to the rear of the sem -
trailer which does not exceed 6 feet if the semtrailer does not
exceed 50 feet in |ength.

(c) Truck tractor and 2 senmitrailers, or truck tractor
semtrailer, and trailer conbinations: no overall length [imt,
if the length of each semtrailer or trailer does not exceed
28-1/2 feet each, or the overall length of the semtrailer and
trailer, or 2 semtrailers as neasured fromthe front of the
first towed unit to the rear of the second towed unit while the
units are coupled together does not exceed 58 feet.

(d) More than 1 notor vehicle, wholly or partially assem
bled, in combination, utilizing 1 tow bar or 3 saddle nmounts with
full nmount mechanisns and utilizing the notive power of 1 of the
vehicles in conbination, not to exceed 75 feet.

(4) The follow ng conbinati ons and novenents are
pr ohi bi t ed:

(a) A truck shall not haul nore than 1 trailer or semtrail-
er, and a truck tractor shall not haul nore than 2 semtrailers
or 1 semtrailer and 1 trailer in conbination at any 1 tine,
except that a farmtractor may haul 2 wagons or trailers, or gar-
bage and refuse haul ers may, during daylight hours, haul up to 4
trailers for garbage and refuse collection purposes, not exceed-
ing in any conbination a total length of 55 feet and at a speed

limt not to exceed 15 mles per hour.
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(b) A conbination of vehicles or a vehicle shall not have
nore than 11 axles, except when operating under a valid permt
i ssued by the state transportation department or a |ocal author-
ity with respect to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(c) Any conbination of vehicles not specifically authorized
under this section is prohibited.

(d) A conbination of 2 semitrailers pulled by a truck trac-
tor, unless each semtrailer uses a fifth wheel connecting assem
bly which confornms to the requirenents of the notor carrier
safety act of 1963, 1963 PA 181, MCL 480. 11 to 480. 22.

(e) A vehicle or a conbination of vehicles shall not carry a
| oad extending nore than 3 feet beyond the front of the |ead
vehi cl e.

(f) A vehicle described in subsections (2)(e) and (3)(d)
enpl oying triple saddle nounts unless all wheels that are in con-
tact with the roadway have operating brakes.

(5) Al conbinations of vehicles under this section shal
enpl oy connecting assenblies and |ighting devices that are in
compliance with the notor carrier safety act of 1963, 1963 PA
181, MCL 480.11 to 480. 22.

(6) The total gross weight of a truck tractor, semtrailer
and trailer conbination or a truck tractor and 2 semtrailers
conmbi nation that exceeds 59 feet in length shall not exceed a
rati o of 400 pounds per engi ne net horsepower delivered to clutch
or its equival ent specified in the handbook published by the

society of autonotive engineers, inc. (SAE), 1977 edition.
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(7) A person who violates this section is responsible for a
civil infraction. The owner of the vehicle may be charged with a
viol ation of this section.

(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Designated highway" nmeans a hi ghway approved by the
state transportation departnent or a local authority with respect
to a highway under its jurisdiction.

(b) "Length" nmeans the total length of a vehicle, or conbi-
nation of vehicles, including any |load the vehicle is carrying.
Lengt h does not include safety and energy conservati on devices
including, but not limted to, inpact absorbing bunpers, rear
view mrrors, turn signal |anps, marker |anps, steps and hand
hol ds for entry and egress, flexible fender extensions, nud
flaps, or splash and spray suppressant devices; |oad induced tire
bul ge; refrigeration or heating units; or air conpressors
attached to the vehicle. A safety or energy conservation device
shall be excluded froma determnation of length only if it is
not designed or used for the carrying of cargo, freight, or
equi pment. Semitrailers and trailers shall be neasured fromthe
front vertical plane of the forenost transverse | oad supporting
structure to the rearnost transverse | oad supporting structure.

(c) "Stinger-steered conmbi nati ons”" neans a truck tractor and
semtrailer conbination in which the fifth wheel is |located on a
drop frane | ocated behind and bel ow the rearnost axle of the

power unit.
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