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HOUSE BILL No. 4674

April 26, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Shulman, Cassis, Raczkowski, Bishop, LaSata, Ruth Johnson, Richner
and Rocca and referred to the Committee on House Oversight and Operations.

A bill to establish the Mchigan days of renenbrance of the
Armeni an genoci de.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. (1) The legislature recognizes that 1,500,000 nen,
wonen, and children of Arnenian descent--nore than 1/2 of the
Armeni an popul ation at the time--were victins of a brutal geno-
cide perpetrated by the Turkish Gtoman Enpire from 1915-1923.
The Arneni an genoci de represented a deliberate attenpt to elim-
nate all traces of a thriving noble civilization over 3,000 years
ol d.

(2) Recognition of the anniversary of this genocide and open
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condemnation of these crines against an entire people are crucial
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to ensure against the repetition of simlar future atrocities
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commi tted agai nst any culture of people.
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(3) Arnenians all over the world conmenorate this great
tragedy on April 24, because it was on that day in 1915 when 300
Armeni an | eaders, witers, thinkers, and professionals in
Const antinopl e (present-day |stanbul) were rounded up, deported,
and killed. Also on that day, 5,000 of the poorest Arnenians
were butchered in the streets and in their hones.

Sec. 2. (1) The legislature declares that April 24 of each
year shall be the M chigan day of renmenbrance of the Arnenian
genoci de of 1915-1923, and that the period begi nning on the
Sunday before that day through the follow ng Sunday shall be the
days of renmenbrance in this state, in nenory of the victins of
t he genocide, and in honor of the survivors.

(2) The legislature encourages the public schools of this
state to devel op educational prograns simlar to those already
established in California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, and New York that focus on human rights, wth specific

attention given to the Armeni an genoci de.
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