HOUSE BILL No. 4884

June 5, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Bovin, Adamini, Rich Brown, Waters, Kolb, Bogardus, Neumann,
Lipsey, Bernero, Wojno, Williams and Lockwood and referred to the Committee on Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicle code,”
by anmendi ng section 698 (MCL 257.698), as anmended by 1998 PA
247.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

1 Sec. 698. (1) A notor vehicle my be equi pped with not nore
2 than 2 side cow or fender |anps which shall emt an anber or
3 white light wthout glare.
4 (2) A nmotor vehicle may be equi pped with not nore than 1
g 5 running board courtesy | anp on each side which shall emt a white
g 6 or amber light wthout glare.
o' 7 (3) Backing lights of red, anber, or white may be nounted on
3 8 the rear of a notor vehicle if the switch controlling the |ight
=| 9 is so arranged that the light may be turned on only if the
ﬂlo vehicle is in reverse gear. The backing |ights when unlighted
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shal | be covered or otherw se arranged so as not to reflect
obj ectionable glare in the eyes of a driver of a vehicle
approaching fromthe rear.

(4) Unless both covered and unlit, a vehicle driven on the
hi ghways of this state shall not be equipped with a lanp or a
part designed to be a reflector unless expressly required or per-
mtted by this chapter or that neets the standards prescribed in
49 C.F.R 571.108. A lanmp or a part designed to be a reflector,
if visible fromthe front, shall display or reflect a white or
anber light; if visible fromeither side, shall display or
reflect an anber or red light; and if visible fromthe rear,
shall display or reflect a red |ight, except as otherw se pro-

vi ded by | aw.

(5) The use or possession of flashing, oscillating, or
rotating lights of any color is prohibited except as otherw se
provided by |aw, or under the follow ng circunstances:

(a) A police vehicle shall be equipped with flashing, rotat-
ing, or oscillating red or blue lights, for use in the per-
formance of police duties.

(b) Afire vehicle or anmbul ance available for public use or
for use of the United States, the state, or any unit of the
state, whether publicly or privately owned, shall be equi pped
with flashing, rotating, or oscillating red |lights and used as
required for safety.

(c) An authorized energency vehicle as defined in section 2
may be equi pped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating red

lights for use when responding to an energency call if when in
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use the flashing, rotating, or oscillating red |ights are nounted
on the roof section of the vehicle, either as a permanent instal-
| ation or by nmeans of suction cups or magnets and are clearly
visible in a 360 degree arc froma distance of 500 feet when in
use. A person operating lights under this subdivision at any
time other than when responding to an energency call is guilty of
a m sdeneanor.

(d) Flashing, rotating, or oscillating anber |ights, placed
in a position as to be visible throughout an arc of 360 degrees,
OR FLASHI NG OR ALTERNATI NG H GH BEAM LI GHTS COMVONLY KNOWN AS
W GMG LI GHTS, shall be used by a state, county, or nunicipa
vehi cl e engaged in the renoval of ice, snow, or other material
fromthe highway and in other operations designed to control ice
and snow.

(e) A vehicle used for the cleanup of spills or a necessary
energency response action taken pursuant to state or federal |aw
or a vehicle operated by an enpl oyee of the departnment of natural
resources that responds to a spill, enmergency response action,
conpl aint, or conpliance activity may be equi pped with flashing,
rotating, or oscillating anber lights. Such lights shall not be
activated unless the vehicle is at the scene of a spill, emer-
gency response action, conplaint, or conpliance activity.

(f) Avehicle to performpublic utility service, a vehicle
owned or | eased by and licensed as a business for use in the col -
| ection and hauling of refuse, an autonobile service car or
wr ecker, a vehicle engaged in authorized hi ghway repair or

mai nt enance, a vehicle of a peace officer, a vehicle operated by
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arural letter carrier or a person under contract to deliver
newspapers or other publications by notor route, a vehicle uti-
lized for snow renoval, a private security guard vehicle as

aut hori zed in subsection (7), a notor vehicle while engaged in
escorting or transporting an oversize |oad that has been issued a
permt by the state transportation departnment or a |ocal author-
ity wwth respect to highways under its jurisdiction, a vehicle
owned by the national guard or a United States mlitary vehicle
whil e traveling under the appropriate recognized mlitary author-
ity, a notor vehicle while towi ng an inplenent of husbandry, or
an inpl enent of husbandry may be equi pped with flashing, rotat-
ing, or oscillating anber |ights. However, a wecker may be

equi pped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating red Ilights which
shal | be activated only when the wrecker is engaged in renoving
or assisting a vehicle at the scene of a traffic accident or

di sabl ement. The flashing, rotating, or oscillating anber |ights
shall not be activated except in those circunstances that the
war ni ng produced by the lights is required for public safety.

(g) A vehicle engaged in | eading or escorting a funeral pro-
cession or any vehicle that is part of a funeral procession may
be equi pped with flashing, rotating, or oscillating purple or
anber lights which shall not be activated except during a funeral
pr ocessi on.

(h) An authorized energency vehicle may display flashing,
rotating, or oscillating white lights in conjunction with an

aut hori zed energency light as prescribed in this section.
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(i) A private nmotor vehicle of a physician responding to an
energency call may be equi pped with and the physician may use
flashing, rotating, or oscillating red lights nounted on the roof
section of the vehicle either as a permanent installation or by
means of magnets or suction cups and clearly visible in a 360
degree arc froma di stance of 500 feet when in use. The physi-
cian shall first obtain witten authorization fromthe county
sheriff.

(J) Apublic transit vehicle my be equipped with a flash-
ing, oscillating, or rotating |light nounted on the roof of the
vehicle approximately 6 feet fromthe rear of the vehicle which
di splays a white light to the front, side, and rear of the vehi-
cle, which Iight my be actuated by the driver for use only in
i ncl enent weat her such as fog, rain, or snow, when boarding or
di schargi ng passengers, from 1/2 hour before sunset until 1/2
hour after sunrise, or where conditions hinder the visibility of
the public transit vehicle. As used in this subdivision, "public
transit vehicle"” neans a notor vehicle, other than a station
wagon or passenger van, with a gross vehicle weight rating of
nore than 10, 000 pounds.

(k) A person engaged in the manufacture, sale, or repair of
flashing, rotating, or oscillating Iights governed by this sub-
section may possess the lights for the purpose of enploynent, but
shall not activate the lights upon the highway unl ess authorized
to do so under subsection (6).

(6) A person shall not sell, loan, or otherw se furnish a

flashing, rotating, or oscillating blue or red |Iight designed
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primarily for installation on an authorized energency vehicle to
a person except a police officer, sheriff, deputy sheriff, autho-
ri zed physician, volunteer or paid fire fighter, volunteer anbu-
| ance driver, |licensed anbul ance driver or attendant of the
state, a county or nunicipality within the state, a person
engaged in the business of operating an anbul ance or wr ecker
service, or a federally recognized nonprofit charitabl e organiza-
tion which owns and operates an energency support vehicle used
exclusively for energencies. This subsection does not prohibit
an aut horized vehicle, equipped with flashing, rotating, or
oscillating blue or red lights, from being operated by a person
ot her than a person described in this section if the person
recei ves authorization to operate the energency vehicle froma
police officer, sheriff, deputy sheriff, authorized physician,
volunteer or paid fire fighter, volunteer anbul ance driver,
i censed anbul ance driver or attendant, a person operating an
anbul ance or wrecker service, or a federally recognized nonprofit
charitabl e organi zati on whi ch owns and operates an energency sup-
port vehicle used exclusively for energencies, except that the
aut hori zation shall not permt the person to operate lights as
described in subsection (5)(a), (b), (c), (i), or (j), or to
exercise the privileges described in section 603. A person who
operates an authorized energency vehicle in violation of the
terms of an authorization is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(7) A private notor vehicle of a security guard agency or
al arm conpany |icensed pursuant to the private security guard act

of 1968, 1968 PA 330, MCL 338. 1051 to 338. 1085, may display
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flashing, rotating, or oscillating anber lights. The flashing,
rotating, or oscillating anber lights shall not be activated on a
publ i c hi ghway when a vehicle is in notion.

(8) This section shall not be construed to prohibit,
restrict, or limt the use of lights authorized or required under
sections 697, 697a, and 698a.

(9) A person who violates subsection (1), (2), (3), or (4)

is responsible for a civil infraction.
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