HOUSE BILL No. 5079

September 20, 2001, Introduced by Rep. Bovin and referred to the Committee on Redistricting and

Elections.

HOUSE BILL No. 5079
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A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by anmendi ng section 759a (MCL 168. 759a), as anended by 1999
PA 216.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 759a. (1) Except as provided in subsection —|5— (4),
each of the followi ng persons who is a qualified elector of a
city, VILLAGE, or township in this state and who is not a regis-
tered voter may apply for an absent voter ball ot —purstant—te— I N
THE MANNER DESCRI BED | N section 504:

(a) Acivilian enmployee of the arned services outside of the
United States.

(b) A nenber of the arned services outside of the United

St at es.
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(c) Acitizen of the United States tenporarily residing
outside the territorial limts of the United States.

(d) Acitizen of the United States residing in the D strict
of Col unbi a.

(e) A spouse or dependent of a person described in
subdi visions (a) through (d) who is a citizen of the United
States and who i s acconpanyi ng that person, -—noetwthstantifg
that— EVEN THOUGH t he spouse or dependent is not a qualified
elector of a city, VILLAGE, or township of this state, —as—tong

as— | F that spouse or dependent is not a qualified and registered

el ector anywhere else in the United States.
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(2) —3)y— Upon receipt of an application under this section
that conplies with this act, a city, VILLAGE, or township clerk
shall forward to the applicant the absent voter ballots
requested, the fornms necessary for registration, and instructions
for conmpleting the forms. |If the ballots are not yet avail able
at the time of receipt of the application, the clerk shall imre-
diately forward to the applicant the registration fornms and
instructions, and forward the ballots as soon as they are
available. |If the ballots and registration forns are received
before the close of the polls on election day and if the regis-
tration conplies with the requirenments of this act, the absent
voter ballots shall be delivered to the proper election board to
be voted. |If the registration does not conply with the require-
ments of this act, the clerk shall retain the absent voter bal -
lots until the expiration of the tine that the voted ballots nust
be kept and shall then destroy the ballots w thout opening the
envel ope. The clerk may retain registration fornms conpl et ed
under this section in a separate file. The address in this state
shown on a registration formis the residence of the registrant.

(3) 4)— The size of a precinct shall not be determ ned by
regi stration fornms conpl eted under this section.

(4) —5)— A person described in subsection (1)(a) and (b)
and a spouse or dependent of that person who is acconpanying that
person is registered to vote in a special primary or special gen-
eral election if he or she was registered to vote under this sec-
tion in the primary or general election imedi ately —preeedifg

BEFORE t he special primary or special general election. The
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city, VILLAGE, or township clerk who received that person's
completed registration forns in the primary or general election
shall forward to that person at his or her |ast known address an
absent voter ballot for the special primary or special general

el ection i mrediately upon the clerk's receipt of the absent voter
ballots for the special primary or special general election.

(5) —6)yPurstvant—to— UNDER the uniforned and overseas citi-
zens absentee voting act, Public Law 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, the
state director of elections shall approve a ballot form and reg-
istration procedures for electors in the armed services and el ec-
tors outside the United States, including the spouses and depen-
dents acconpanyi ng those el ectors.

(6) H— As used in this section, "armed services" means
any of the follow ng:

(a) The United States arny, navy, air force, marine corps,
or coast guard.

(b) The United States nerchant —mart+nes— MARI NE

(c) A reserve conmponent of an armed service listed in
subdi vision (a) or (b).

(d) The M chigan national guard as defined in section 105 of

the Mchigan mlitary act, 1967 PA 150, MCL 32.505.
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