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HOUSE BILL No. 5604

February 7, 2002, Introduced by Reps. Lemmons, DeWeese, Minore, Clarke, Clark, Dennis,
Kolb, Kooiman, Reeves, Gieleghem, Garza, Stallworth, Anderson and McConico and referred to the

Committee on Redistricting and Elections.

A bill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by anendi ng section 764b (MCL 168. 764b), as anended by 1996
PA 207.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 764b. (1) An absent voter ballot shall be delivered to
the clerk only as authorized in the instructions for an absent
voter provided in section 764a.

(2) The clerk of a city, township, or village —may— SHALL
accept delivery of absent voter ballots at any |location in the
city, township, or village. |F AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT |S DELI V-
ERED BY UNI TED STATES MAI L, PUBLIC POSTAL SERVI CE, EXPRESS MAI L
SERVI CE, PARCEL POST SERVI CE, OR COVWON CARRI ER, THE CLERK OF THE
CITY, TOMWNSH P, OR VILLAGE SHALL ACCEPT DELI VERY OF THE ABSENT
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VOTER BALLOT EVEN | F THE VOTER HAS NOT PLACED SUFFI Cl ENT POSTAGE
ON THE RETURN ENVELOPE

(3) The clerk of a city, township, or village —+ay— SHALL
appoi nt the nunmber of assistants necessary to accept delivery of
absent voter ballots at any location in the city, township, or
village. An appointnment as assistant to accept delivery of
absent voter ballots shall be for 1 election only. An assistant
appointed to receive ballots at a |location other than the office
of the clerk shall be furnished credentials of authority by the
clerk. If an absent voter's ballot is received by an assistant
at any location other than the clerk's office the assistant, upon
request, shall exhibit the credentials to the absent voter before
t he assistant accepts an absent voter ballot. An assistant,
before entering upon the discharge of duties, shall take and sub-
scribe to the oath of office as provided in section 1 of article
XI of the state constitution of 1963. An assistant shall perform
only the duties assigned by the clerk. A person shall not be
appoi nted as an assistant to accept delivery of absent voter bal -
lots who is a candidate or a nenber of the immediate famly of a
candi dat e whose nane appears on the ballot at that election.

(4) A clerk who receives a request from an absent voter
under section 764a for assistance in returning his or her absent
voter ballot shall make arrangenents to collect the ballot from
the voter either personally or by sending an authorized assist-
ant, if all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(a) The clerk's office issued the absent voter ballot to

t hat absent voter.
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(b) Upon the clerk's request, the absent voter states that
he or she is unable to return the absent voter ballot by the
ot her neans specified in instructions (a), (b), or (c) of Step 5
under section 764a.

(c) The absent voter tel ephones the appropriate clerk for
assi stance on or before 5 p.m on the Friday i medi ately preced-
ing the el ection.

(d) The absent voter is requesting the clerk to pick up the
absent voter ballot within the jurisdictional limts of the city,
township, or village in which the absent voter is registered.

(5) Notwi thstandi ng subsection (4), a clerk who receives a
request from an absent voter under section 764a for assistance in
returning his or her absent voter ballot may make arrangenents to
collect the ballot fromthe voter either personally or by sending
an authorized assistant, if all of the follow ng conditions are
sati sfied:

(a) The clerk's office issued the absent voter ballot to
t hat absent voter.

(b) Upon the clerk's request, the absent voter states that
he or she is unable to return the absent voter ballot by the
ot her neans specified in instructions (a), (b), or (c) of Step 5
under section 764a.

(6) The clerk shall maintain a list open to the public that
contains the nanes and addresses of all authorized assistants
appoi nted under this section who are available to collect absent
voter ballots on or before election day in that city or

t ownshi p.
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(7) An absent voter ballot received by the clerk before the

close of the polls on election day shall not be invalidated

sol ely because the delivery to the clerk was not in conpliance

with section 764a or this section, however the ballot shall be

consi dered chal |l enged and shall be marked and processed as pro-

vided in section 745.
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