© 00 N o g A W NP

HOUSE BILL No. 5793

HOUSE BILL No. 5793

March 13, 2002, Introduced by Reps. Gosselin, Voorhees, Drolet and Vear and referred to
the Committee on Education.

A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revi sed school code,”
by anmendi ng section 1507 (MCL 380.1507), as anended by 1993 PA
335.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1507. (1) The board of a school district may engage
qualified instructors and provide facilities and equi pment for
instruction in sex education, including fam |y planning, human
sexuality, and the enotional, physical, psychol ogical, hygienic,
econom c, and social aspects of famly life. Instruction may
al so include the subjects of reproductive health and the recogni -
tion, prevention, and treatnment of sexually transmtted di sease.
Subj ect to subsection (6), the instruction described in this
subsection shall include the teaching of abstinence fromsex as a

responsi bl e met hod of preventing unwanted pregnancy and sexually
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transmtted di sease and as a positive lifestyle for unmarried
young peopl e.

(2) The class described in subsection (1) shall be elective
and not a requirenent for graduation.

(3) A pupil shall not be enrolled in a class in which the
subjects of fam |y planning or reproductive health are discussed
unl ess the pupil's parent or guardian is notified in advance of
the course and the content of the course, is given a prior oppor-
tunity to review the materials to be used in the course, and is
notified in advance of his or her right to have the pupil excused
fromthe class. The state board shall determ ne the form and
content of the notice required in this subsection.

(4) Upon the witten request of a pupil or the pupil's
parent or |egal guardian, a pupil shall be excused, w thout pen-
alty or loss of academc credit, fromattendi ng the class
described in subsection (1).

(5) A school district that provides a class as permtted by
subsection (1) shall offer the instruction by teachers qualified
to teach health education. A school district shall not offer
this instruction unless an advisory board is established by the
district board to periodically review the materials and net hods
of instruction used, and to nmake recommendations to the district
regarding changes in the materials or nethods. The advisory
board shall consist of parents having children attending the
district's schools, pupils in the district's schools, educators,
| ocal clergy, and conmunity health professionals. THE SCHOOL
BOARD SHALL ENSURE THAT A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THI S
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ADVI SCRY BOARD ARE PARENTS OF PUPI LS ENROLLED I N THE SCHOCOL
DI STRI CT.

(6) Before adopting any revisions in the materials or
nmet hods used in instruction under this section, including, but
not limted to, revisions to provide for the teaching of absti-
nence fromsex as a nmethod of preventing unwanted pregnancy and
sexually transmtted di sease, the board of a school district
shall hold at |east 2 public hearings on the proposed revisions.
The hearings shall be held at least 1 week apart and public
noti ce of the hearings shall be given in the manner required
under section 1201 for board neetings. A public hearing held
pursuant to this section nmay be held in conjunction with a public
hearing held pursuant to section 1169.

(7) A person shall not dispense or otherwi se distribute in a
public school a famly planning drug or device.

(8) As used in this section, —ang—seet+ron—1568,— "famly
pl anni ng" nmeans the use of a range of nethods of fertility regu-
lation to hel p individuals or couples avoid unwanted pregnanci es;
bri ng about wanted births; regulate the intervals between preg-
nanci es; and plan the tinme at which births occur in relation to
the age of parents. It may include the study of fetology. It
may i nclude marital and genetic information. Cinical abortion
shall not be considered a nethod of fam |y planning, nor shal
abortion be taught as a nethod of reproductive health.

(9) As used in this section:

(a) "Class" neans an instructional period of limted

duration, not to exceed 2 hours, within a course of instruction.
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1 (b) "Course" neans a series of classes |linked by a comopn

2 subject matter
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