HOUSE BILL No. 6317

HOUSE BILL No. 6317

September 17, 2002, Introduced by Rep. Wojno and referred to the Committee on Family
and Children Services.

A bill to anmend 1982 PA 294, entitled
"Friend of the court act,”
by amending the title and sections 1, 2, 2a, 3, 4, 4a, 4b, 5, 7,
9a, 11, 12, 13, 17, 17d, 17e, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27, and 28 (MCL 552.501, 552.502, 552.502a, 552.503, 552.504,
552. 504a, 552.504b, 552.505, 552.507, 552.509a, 552.511, 552.512,
552.513, 552.517, 552.517d, 552.517e, 552.518, 552.519, 552.520,
552. 521, 552.522, 552.523, 552.524, 552.525, 552.526, 552.527,
and 552.528), the title and sections 23, 24, 25, and 26 as
anmended and sections 4, 4a, and 20 as added by 1996 PA 366, sec-
tions 1, 7, 13, and 17d as anended by 1996 PA 144, sections 2 and
18 as anended and section 17e as added by 1998 PA 63, section 2a
as anended and section 9a as added by 1999 PA 150, sections 3 and
5 as anended and section 28 as added by 1996 PA 365, section 4b
as added by 1998 PA 551, section 11 as anended by 1996 PA 266,
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section 12 as anended by 1996 PA 276, section 17 as amended by
1994 PA 37, and section 19 as anended by 2001 PA 193.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to revise and consolidate the laws relating to the
friend of the —eeurt— CH LD, to provide for the appointnent or
renoval of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD, to create the office
of the friend of the —eetrt+— CHI LD, to establish the rights,
powers, and duties of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD and the
office of the friend of the —eeturt— CHI LD, to establish a state
friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD bureau and to provide the powers and
duties of the bureau; to prescribe powers and duties of the cir-
cuit court and of certain state and | ocal agencies and officers;
to establish friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD citizen advisory commt-
tees; to prescribe certain duties of certain enployers and forner
enpl oyers; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and rmay be cited as the
"friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD act".

(2) The purposes of this act are to enunerate and descri be
the powers and duties of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD and the
office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD, to ensure that proce-
dures adopted by the friend of the —eetrt— CH LD will protect the
best interests of children in domestic relations matters; to
encour age and assist parties voluntarily to resol ve contested
donestic relations matters by agreenment; to conpel the enforce-
ment of parenting tinme and custody orders; and to conpel the

enforcement of support orders, ensuring that persons legally
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3
responsi ble for the care and support of children assunme their
| egal obligations and reducing the financial cost to this state
of providing public assistance —fungds— MONEY for the care of
children. This act shall be construed to pronote the enunerated
purposes and to facilitate the resolution of donestic relations
matters.

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Bureau" neans the state friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD
bureau created in section 19.

(b) "Chief judge" means the follow ng:

(i) The circuit judge in a judicial circuit having only 1
circuit judge.

(i7)) Except in the county of Wayne, the chief judge of the
circuit court in a judicial circuit having 2 or nore circuit
j udges.

(@) I'n the county of Wayne, the executive chief judge of
the circuit court in the third judicial circuit.

(c) "Citizen advisory conmttee" neans a citizen friend of
the —eeurt— CHI LD advisory conmittee established as provided in
section 4.

(d) "Consuner reporting agency" mnmeans a person that, for
nonetary fees or dues, or on a cooperative nonprofit basis, regu-
larly engages in whole or in part in the practice of assenbling
or eval uating consuner credit information or other information on
consuners for the purpose of furnishing consumer reports to third
parties, and that uses any nmeans or facility of interstate

commerce for the purpose of preparing or furnishing consumner
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4
reports. As used in this subdivision, "consuner report" means
that termas defined in section 603 of the fair credit reporting
act, title VI of the consuner credit protection act, Public Law
90-321, 15 U.S.C 1681a.

(e) "County board" neans the county board of conmm ssioners
in the county served by the office. |If a judicial circuit
i ncludes nore than 1 county, action required to be taken by the
county board neans action by the county boards of conm ssioners
for all counties conposing that circuit.

(f) "Court" means the circuit court.

(g) "Current enploynent” means enploynent within 1 year
before a friend of the —eoetrt— CH LD request for information.

(H) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY

(I') —h)y— "Donestic relations matter" neans a circuit court
proceeding as to child custody or parenting tinme, or child or
spousal support, that arises out of litigation under a statute of
this state, including but not limted to the foll ow ng:

(/) 1846 RS 84, MCL 552.1 to 552.45.

(it) The famly support act, 1966 PA 138, MCL 552.451 to
552. 459.

(iii)) —Fhe—ehtt+d— CHI LD custody act of 1970, 1970 PA 91, ML
722.21 to —#22-36— 722.31.

(iv) 1968 PA 293, MCL 722.1 to 722.6.

(v) The paternity act, 1956 PA 205, MCL 722.711 to 722.730.

(vi) Revised uniformreciprocal enforcement of support act,

1952 PA 8, MCL 780.151 to 780. 183.
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(vii) —Fhre—untform UNIFORM interstate famly support act,
1996 PA 310, MCL 552.1101 to 552.1901.

(J) —+)— "Donestic relations nedi ati on" means a process by
which the parties are assisted by a donestic relations nedi ator
in voluntarily formulati ng an agreenent to resolve a di spute con-
cerning child custody or parenting tine that arises froma dones-
tic relations matter.

(KY )— "Friend of the —eeurt— CH LD' neans the person
serving under section 21(1) or appointed under section 23 as the
head of the office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD

() — "lIncone" neans that termas defined in section 2
of the support and parenting tinme enforcenent act, 1982 PA 295,
MCL 552. 602.

Sec. 2a. As used in this act:

(a) "Medical assistance" nmeans nedi cal assistance as estab-
lished under title XIX of the social security act, chapter 531,
49 Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C 1396 to 1396f, 1396g-1 to 1396r-6, and
1396r-8 to 1396v.

(b) "Ofice" and "office of the friend of the —eet+rt+— CH LD'
mean an agency created in section 3.

(c) "Payer" neans a person ordered by the circuit court to
pay support.

(d) "Public assistance" neans cash assi stance provi ded under
the social welfare act, 1939 PA 280, 400.1 to 400.119b.

(e) "Recipient of support” neans the foll ow ng:

(7)) The spouse, if the support order orders spousa

support .
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(i) The custodial parent or guardian, if the support order
orders support for a mnor child or a child who is 18 years of
age or ol der.

(i) The famly independence agency, if support has been
assigned to that departnent.

(f) "State advisory commttee" neans the commttee estab-
lished by the bureau under section 19.

(g) "State disbursenent unit" or "SDU' neans the entity
established in section 6 of the office of child support act, 1971
PA 174, MCL 400. 236.

(h) "Support” means all of the foll ow ng:

(7)) The paynent of noney for a child or a spouse ordered by
the circuit court, whether the order is enbodied in an interim
tenporary, permanent, or nodified order or judgnment. Support may
i ncl ude paynent of the expenses of nedical, dental, and other
health care, child care expenses, and educational expenses.

(i7) The paynent of noney ordered by the circuit court under
the paternity act, 1956 PA 205, MCL 722.711 to 722.730, for the
necessary expenses incurred by or for the nother in connection
wi th her confinenent, for other expenses in connection with the
pregnancy of the nother, or for the repayment of genetic testing
expenses.

(iii)) A surcharge accunul ated under section 3a of the sup-
port and parenting tinme enforcenent act, MCL 552. 603a.

(i) "Support and parenting tinme enforcenment act" neans 1982

PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552. 650.
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(j) "Support order"™ means an order entered by the circuit
court for the paynent of support in a sumcertain, whether in the
formof a lunp sumor a periodic paynent.

Sec. 3. (1) There is created in each judicial circuit of
this state an office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD, except
as provided in subsection (2).

(2) If each county in a nulticounty judicial circuit has a
separate office of the friend of the —eourt—on—theday before—the
effectve—date—of—thirs—aet— CH LD ON JUNE 30, 1983, each county
in that circuit shall have a separate office of the friend of the
—eotrt—onrthe—effectve—date—ofthirs—act— CH LD ON JULY 1, 1983.
| f a vacancy occurs in the position of the friend of the —eourt
CHI LD in such a county, the chief judge may nerge the office of
the friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD in that county with the office of
the friend of the —eeturt— CH LD in another county of the judicial
circuit.

(3) The head of each office is the friend of the —eourt
CHI LD serving under section 21(1) or appointed pursuant to sec-
tion 23.

(4) —bBxeept—as—provided—+n—thts—subseection—the— THE friend
of the —eeurt— CHI LD is an enployee of the circuit court in the
judicial circuit served by the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD. —Fhe
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(5) The duties of the office shall be perforned under the
di rection and supervision of the chief judge.

(6) Each friend of the —eetrt— CH LD shall take all neces-
sary steps to adopt office procedures to inplenent this act,
suprenme court rules, and the recommendati ons of the bureau.
Ofice of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD duties shall be per-
formed in accordance with the Elliott-Larsen civil rights act,
—Act—No—453—of thePubtec—Aets—of—1976,—betng—seet+ons—3+216%
to—37+2804—of theMechigan—Conptted—taws— 1976 PA 453, MCL
37.2101 TO 37.2804.

(7) An office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD nust be
open to the public making available all of the office's services
not |ess than 20 hours each nonth during nontraditional office
hours. This subsection shall not be construed to require an
office of the friend of the —eet++— CH LD to be open for a
greater nunber of hours than before —the—effectt+ve—date—-of—the
reguiremrent—under—this—subseet+on— JANUARY 1, 1997

Sec. 4. (1) Acitizen friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD advi sory
commttee is established in each county and is conposed of the
foll ow ng nmenbers, each of whomis a resident of the county:

(a) An advocate for children.

(b) A representative of noncustodi al parents.

(c) Arepresentative of custodial parents.

(d) An attorney who engages primarily in famly | aw
practi ce.

(e) The county sheriff or the sheriff's designee.
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(f) The prosecuting attorney or the prosecuting attorney's
desi gnee.

(g) The director of the —famtyindependence—agency
DEPARTMENT or the director's designee.

(h) A nental health professional who provides famly
counsel i ng.

(i) A nenber of the general public who is not an individual
who coul d serve on the conmttee in a category listed in subdivi-
sions (a) to (h).

(2) Except for a nenber serving under subsection (1)(e),
(f), or (g), and except as otherw se provided in this subsection,
the county board shall appoint the citizen advisory commttee
menbers. In a county organi zed under —-Aet—No—293—of—thePubti¢
Aets—of—1966,—betng——sect+ons 4556t to45-521of theMehigan
Conpited—taws— 1966 PA 293, MCL 45.501 TO 45.521, the county
executive shall appoint the citizen advisory conmttee nmenbers
with the advice and consent of the county board, and shall exer-
cise the other powers and duties prescribed for the county board
by this section in regard to the citizen advisory conmmttee.

(3) A vacancy on the citizen advisory conmttee shall be
filled for the remainder of the termin the same manner as the
position was originally filled. The county board shall attenpt
to conpose the citizen advisory conmttee so that its nmenbership
reflects the ethnic, racial, and gender distribution of the com
munity that it serves.

(4) Except for the initial nmenbers, a citizen advisory

comm ttee nenber shall serve a renewable 3-year term O the
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10
initial nmenbers, 3 shall serve 3-year terms, 2 shall serve 2-year
terms, and 2 shall serve 1l-year terns. The county board may
renmove a citizen advisory conmttee nenber for cause.

(5) Acitizen advisory commttee shall elect 1 of its nem
bers as chairperson and 1 as vice-chairperson. Each shall serve
a l-year term

(6) The state court adm nistrative office shall perform
staff and support functions that are necessary for a citizen
advisory comrittee to performits duties and functions.

(7) Except for a nenber serving under subsection (1)(e),
(f), or (g), a citizen advisory commttee nenber shall not serve
nore than 2 consecutive ternms. After conpletion of 2 consecutive
terns, a forner nenber shall not be reappointed to serve during
the 2 years imediately follow ng the end of his or her previous
term

Sec. 4a. (1) Acitizen advisory conmttee is advisory only
and shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Meet not less than 6 tinmes annually. The citizen
advi sory commttee shall keep m nutes of each neeting and submt
a copy to the county board.

(b) Review and investigate grievances concerning the friend
of the —eeurt— CH LD as provided in section 26.

(c) Advise the court and the county board on the office of
the friend of the —eetrt—s— CHI LD S and the friend of the
—eottrt—s— CHI LD S duties and performance, and on the comunity's

needs relating to the office's services.
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(d) At the end of each cal endar year, submt an annual
report of its activities to the county board, court, state court
adm nistrative office, governor's office, and standi ng senate and
house comm ttees and appropriations subcommttees that are
responsi ble for |egislation concerning the judicial branch.

(2) Acitizen advisory conmittee chairperson nmay appoi nt
subcomm ttees conprised of 3 conmttee nenbers to review, inves-
tigate, and hold hearings on grievances subnmtted to the citizen
advi sory comrittee as provided in section 26. The chairperson
may serve on such a subcommittee and shall attenpt to appoint
menbers so that each nenber has an equal opportunity for subcom
mttee participation.

(3) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, a citi-
zen advisory conmttee neeting shall be open to the public. A
menber of the public attending a neeting shall be given a reason-
abl e opportunity to address the commttee on an issue under con-
sideration by the commttee. |If a vote is to be taken by the
citizen advisory conmttee, the opportunity to address the com
mttee shall be given before the vote is taken. A citizen
advi sory conmm ttee neeting, including a neeting of a subcomm ttee
appoi nted under subsection (2), is not open to the public while
the commttee or subcommttee is review ng, investigating, or
hol ding a hearing on a grievance as provided in section 26.

Sec. 4b. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3),
and (4), and under the chief judge' s supervision, the office
shal |l provide the citizen advisory conmittee with a grievance

filed as provided in section 26 and access to records and
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i nformation necessary for the commttee to performits functions
as prescribed by this act, including the foll ow ng:

(a) Case records and other information pertaining to the
case of a party who has filed a grievance with the citizen
advi sory committee.

(b) I'nformation regarding the procedures used by the office
to carry out its responsibilities as defined by statute, court
rule, or the bureau.

(c) Information regarding the adm nistration of the office
of the friend of the —eetrt+— CH LD of fice, including budget and
personnel information.

(2) The follow ng information shall not be provided to a
citizen advisory conmttee:

(a) Information defined as confidential by supreme court
rule.

(b) Case information subject to confidentiality or suppres-
sion by specific court order, unless the court that issued the
order of confidentiality determ nes, after notice to the parties
and an opportunity for response, that the requested information
may be nmade available to the citizen advisory commttee w thout
inmpairing the rights of a party or the well-being of a child
i nvol ved in the case.

(3) Acitizen advisory commttee shall be provided a judge's
or referee's notes pertaining to a case only at the chief judge's
express direction.

(4) Acitizen advisory commttee has access to records of a

medi ation session only if the court determ nes, after notice to
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the parties and an opportunity for a response, that access woul d
not inmpair the rights of a party to the case or the well-being of
a child involved in the case.

(5) Upon request of a citizen advisory commttee and under
t he chief judge's supervision, the office shall annually provide
the commttee with information pertaining to a random sanpling of
grievances. |If requested by the commttee and at the suprene
court's direction, the state court adm nistrative office shal
assist the office in devising a statistically significant random
sanmpl i ng.

Sec. 5. (1) Before adjudication of a donestic relations
matter, the office of the friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD has the
foll owi ng duti es:

(a) To provide an informational panphlet, in accordance with
t he nodel panphl et devel oped by the bureau, to each party to a
donmestic relations matter. The informational panphlet shal
expl ain the procedures of the court and the office; the duties of
the office; the rights and responsibilities of the parties,
including notification that each party to the dispute has the
right to meet with the individual investigating the dispute
before that individual nmakes a reconmendation regarding the dis-
pute; the availability of and procedures used in donestic rel a-
tions nediation; the availability of human services in the commu-
nity, the availability of joint custody as described in section
6a of the child custody act of 1970, —Aet—No—9t+of—thePubtiec

: e . . ol b e
taws— 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.26A; and howto file a grievance
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regarding the office. The informational panphlet shall be
provi ded as soon as possible after the filing of a conplaint or
other initiating pleading. Upon request, a party shall receive
an oral explanation of the informational panphlet fromthe
of fice.

(b) To informthe parties of the availability of donestic
relations nediation if there is a dispute as to child custody or
parenting tine.

(c) To informthe parents of the availability of joint cus-
tody as described in section 6a of —Aet—No—9tofthePubtiec—-Aets
of—1976— THE CHI LD CUSTODY ACT OF 1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722. 26A,
if there is a dispute between the parents as to child custody.

(d) To investigate all relevant facts, and to make a witten
report and recomrendation to the parties and to the court regard-
ing child custody or parenting tinme, or both, if there is a dis-
pute as to child custody or parenting tine, or both, and donestic
relations nediation is refused by either party or is unsuccess-
ful, or if ordered to do so by the court. The investigation nmay

i ncl ude reports and eval uations by outside persons or agencies if

requested by the parties or the court, and shall include docunen-
tation of alleged facts, if practicable. |If requested by a
party, an investigation shall include a neeting with the party.

A witten report and recomendati on regarding child custody or
parenting tine, or both, shall be based upon the factors enuner-
ated i n —Act—No—91tof thePubHetActs—of 1976, —berng—seetions
122 2+to—12229oeof theMehigan—Conpited—taws— THE CH LD CUSTODY
ACT OF 1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.21 TO 722.31.
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(e) To investigate all relevant facts and to make a witten
report and recomendation to the parties and their attorneys and
to the court regarding child support, if ordered to do so by the
court. The witten report and recommendation shall be placed in
the court file. The investigation may include reports and eval u-
ations by outside persons or agencies if requested by the parties
or the court, and shall include docunentation of alleged facts,
if practicable. |If requested by a party, an investigation shal
include a neeting with the party. The child support fornula
devel oped by the bureau under section 19 shall be used as a
guideline in recomendi ng child support. The witten report
shal |l include the support anount determ ned by application of the
child support fornula and all factual assunptions upon which that
support armount is based. |If the office of the friend of the
—eotrt— CHI LD determnes fromthe facts of the case that applica-
tion of the child support fornula would be unjust or inappropri-
ate, the witten report shall also include all of the follow ng:

(7)) An alternative support recommendati on.

(1) Al factual assunptions upon which the alternative sup-
port recommendation is based, if applicable.

(7)) How the alternative support reconmendati on devi ates
fromthe child support formula.

(iv) The reasons for the alternative support
reconmendat i on.

(2) If a party who requests a neeting during an investiga-

tion fails to attend the schedul ed neeting w thout good cause,
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the investigation may be conpleted without a neeting with that
party.

Sec. 7. (1) The chief judge may designate as referee the
friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD, an enpl oyee of the office who is a
menber of the state bar of Mchigan; or, under section 22, a
menber of the state bar of M chigan.

(2) Areferee may do all of the follow ng:

(a) Hear all notions in a donestic relations matter, except
notions pertaining to an increase or decrease in —spouse— SPOUSAL
support, referred to the referee by the court.

(b) Adm nister oaths, conpel the attendance of w tnesses and
t he production of docunents, and exam ne w tnesses and parti es.

(c) Make a witten, signed report to the court containing a
summary of testinony given, a statenent of findings, and a recom
mended order; or nmake a statenent of findings on the record and
submt a recommended order.

(d) Hold hearings as provided in the support and parenting
time enforcenent act. —Aet—No—295—ofthePubte—-Acts—of—1982-

The referee shall make a record of each hearing hel d.

(e) Accept a voluntary acknow edgnent of support liability,
and revi ew and nake a recomrendation to the court concerning a
stipul ated agreenent to pay support.

(f) Recommend a default order establishing, nodifying, or
enforcing a support obligation in a donestic relations matter.

(3) If ordered by the court, or if stipulated by the

parties, a referee shall nmake a transcript, verified by oath, of
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each hearing held. The cost of preparing a transcript shall be
apportioned equally between the parties, unless otherw se ordered
by the court.
(4) A copy of each report, recomrendation, transcript, and
any supporting docunments or a summary of supporting docunents

prepared or used by the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD or an

enpl oyee of the office shall be nade available to the attorney
for each party and to each of the parties before the court takes
any action on a recomendation nmade under this section or section
5. In a child custody dispute, the parties shall be inforned of
whet her a custody preference expressed by the child was consi d-
ered, evaluated, and determ ned by the court, but the parties
shall not be informed of the preference expressed by the child
under section 3 of the child custody act of 1970, —Aect—No—9+—-o6f

I i : _ pei . . . ey ek
Cotrpttet—taws— 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.23. |If a guardian is
appointed for a child, the guardian shall be infornmed whether a
cust ody preference expressed by the child was consi dered, eval u-
ated, and determi ned by the court, and, if so, the preference
expressed. The manner and tinme within which this material is
made avail abl e shall be determ ned by supreme court rule.

(5) The court shall hold a de novo hearing on any matter
that has been the subject of a referee hearing, upon the witten
request of either party or upon notion of the court. The request
of a party shall be made within 21 days after the recommendati on

of the referee is made available to that party under subsection

(4), except that a request for a de novo hearing concerning an
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order of incone w thholding shall be made within 14 days after
t he recommendati on of the referee is nade available to the party
under subsection (4).

Sec. 9a. The departnent, the SDU, and each office of the
friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD shall cooperate in the transition to
the centralized recei pt and di sbursenent of support and fees. An
office of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD shall continue to
recei ve and di sburse support and fees through the transition,
based on the schedul e devel oped as required by section —6— 7 of
the office of child support act, 1971 PA 174, MCL —466—236
400. 237, and nodifications to that schedul e as the departnent
consi ders necessary.

Sec. 11. (1) Each office shall initiate enforcenment under
t he support and parenting time enforcenent act when either of the
foll ow ng applies:

(a) A fixed amount of arrearage is reached, except as other-
wi se provided in section 4 of the support and parenting tine
enforcenent act, —-betng—sect+on552664—-oftheMehigan—Conptted
taws— MCL 552.604. The anobunt of arrearage so fixed shall be an
anount equal to the amount of support payable for 1 nonth under
t he payer's support order. The office shall not initiate
enforcenment under this subdivision if the support order was
entered ex parte and the office has not received a copy of proof
of service of the order.

(b) A parent fails to obtain or maintain health care cover-

age for the parent's child as ordered by the court. The office
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shall initiate enforcenent under this subdivision at the
follow ng timnes:

(7)) Wthin 60 days after the entry of a support order con-
taining health care coverage provisions.

(i7)) When a review is conducted as provided in section 17.

(iii) Concurrent with enforcenent initiated by the office
under subdivision (a).

(iv) Upon receipt of a witten conplaint froma party.

(v) Upon receipt of a witten conplaint fromthe departnent
—of—soctal—serviees— if the child for whose benefit health care
coverage is ordered is a recipient of public assistance or nedi-
cal assistance.

(2) For a custody or parenting tine order, the office may
initiate enforcenment proceedi ngs under subsection (3) upon its
own initiative and shall initiate enforcenment proceedi ngs upon
receipt of a witten conplaint stating the specific facts all eged
to constitute a violation, if the office determ nes that there is
reason to believe a violation of a custody or parenting tine
order has occurred. Upon request, the office of the friend of
the —eeurt— CHI LD shall assist a person in preparing a conpl aint
under this subsection.

(3) The office shall send, by ordinary nmail, a notice to an
al l eged violator of a custody or parenting time order, informng
the alleged violator of the nature of the alleged violation, the
proposed action under this or other applicable act, the avail -
ability of donestic relations nmediation, and the right to

petition for nodification of the parenting tine order. The
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notice shall contain the follow ng statenent in bol df aced type of

not |ess than 12 points:

"FAI LURE TO RESPOND TO THE FRI END OF THE —€0JRT— CHI LD
OFFI CE WTHI N 14 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THI S NOTI CE TO WORK
QUT A SATI SFACTORY ARRANGEMENT MAY RESULT | N CONTEMPT OF
COURT PROCEEDI NGS BEI NG BROUGHT AGAI NST YQU. ".
(4) A copy of the notice described in subsection (3) shal
be sent by ordinary mail to the party alleging a violation.
(5) Fourteen days after the date of the notice to the
al | eged vi ol ator under subsection (3), the office may do 1 or
nore of the foll ow ng
(a) Schedule a joint neeting with the parties to discuss the
all egations of failure to conply with a custody or parenting tinme
order, and attenpt to resolve the differences between the
parties.
(b) Refer the parties to neet with a donmestic relations
medi ator as provided in section 13, if the parties agree to
medi ation.

(c) If appropriate, proceed under section 41 of the support

and parenting time enforcenent act, —berng—sectton—552641ofthe
Mehtgan—Conptted—taws— MCL 552. 641, or other applicable act.

Sec. 12. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,

in a format acceptable to the friend of the —ecourt—the—+tamty

rndependence—ageney— CH LD, THE DEPARTMENT, and the consuner
reporting agency, the office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD

shall report to a consumer reporting agency the arrearage anount
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for each payer with an arrearage of support of 2 or nore nonths.
On a nonthly basis and in a format acceptable to the friend of
t he —eourt—the—famtyt+ndependence—ageney— CH LD, THE
DEPARTMENT, and the consunmer reporting agency, the office of the
friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD may nake support information avail -
able to the consuner reporting agency concerning any other payer
who requests that report. The office shall not nmake information
avail abl e under this subsection to a consuner reporting agency if
the office determ nes that the agency does not have sufficient
capability to systematically and tinmely nake accurate use of the
information and if the agency does not furnish evidence satisfac-
tory to the office that the agency is a consuner reporting
agency.

(2) Before making the initial support information avail able
under subsection (1), the office of the friend of the —eeurt
CHI LD shall provide the payer with notice of all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The proposed action.

(b) The amount of the arrearage, if any.

(c) The payer's right to a review, the date by which a
request for a review nust be nade, and the grounds on which the
payer may object to the proposed action.

(d) That the payer may avoid the reporting of the arrearage
stated in the notice by paying the entire arrearage within 21
days after the date notice was sent.

(3) The office of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD shal

provide to a payer a review to enable a payer to object to the

07684' 02



© 00 N oo o~ W N P

NN RN NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
N~ o 0o N W N RBR O © 0 N o 0 A W N P O

22
reporting of the support information, including an arrearage, on
t he grounds of a mistake of fact concerning the amount of the
arrearage or the identity of the payer. |f a payer requests a
review wthin the tinme specified in the notice given under sub-
section (2), the office shall not report the support information
as required or permtted by this section until after 1 of the
foll owm ng occurs:

(a) The payer fails to produce evidence that the support
information is incorrect and the tinme scheduled for the review
has passed.

(b) After conducting the review, the office determ nes the
correct support information.

(4) The office of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD shall not
make support information, including an arrearage, avail abl e under
subsection (1) if 21 days have not expired after the date the
noti ce was sent under subsection (2). The office of the friend
of the —eeurt— CHI LD shall not report an arrearage anmount as
requi red under subsection (1) if the payer pays the entire
arrearage within 21 days after the date the notice was sent under
subsection (2).

(5 Wthin 14 days after the office of the friend of the
—eottrt— CHI LD knows that incorrect information has been nmade
avail able to a consuner reporting agency, the office shall con-
tact the consuner reporting agency and correct the information.

(6) The state court adm nistrative office is responsible for
det er mi ni ng what support information should be provided to a

consumer reporting agency and establishing the policies and
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procedures for making support information available to a consuner
reporting agency under this section.

(7) Upon request of a consumer reporting agency or the
payer, the office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD shall make
avail able to the consuner reporting agency current support infor-
mati on of an individual payer.

Sec. 13. (1) The office shall provide, either directly or
by contract, donestic relations nmediation to assist the parties
in settling voluntarily a dispute concerning child custody or
parenting time that arises froma donestic relations matter.
Parties shall not be required to neet with a donestic rel ations
medi ator. The service may be provided directly by the office
only if such a service is in place on July 1, 1983, if the serv-
ice is not available froma private source, or if the court can
denonstrate that providing the service wwthin the friend of the
—eoturt— CH LD office is cost beneficial. Any expansion of exist-
ing services provided by the court on July 1, 1983 shall be pro-
vided by an individual neeting the donestic rel ations nedi ator
m ni mum qual i fications |isted under subsection (4).

(2) If an agreenent is reached by the parties through dones-
tic relations nediation, a consent order incorporating the agree-
ment shall be prepared by the friend of the —eetrt— CH LD, an
enpl oyee of the office who is a nenber of the state bar of
M chi gan; under section 22, a nenber of the state bar of
M chigan; or by the attorney for 1 of the parties. The consent

order shall be provided to, and shall be entered by, the court.
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(3) Except as provided in subsection (2), a comunication
between a domestic relations nediator and a party to a domestic
relations nediation is confidential. The secrecy of the communi -
cation shall be preserved inviolate as a privileged
conmmuni cation. The communi cation shall not be admtted in evi-
dence in any proceedings. The sane protection shall be given to
comuni cati ons between the parties in the presence of the
medi at or .

(4) A donestic relations nmediator who perforns nediation
under this act shall have all of the follow ng m ni num
qual i fications:

(a) One or nore of the foll ow ng:

(7)) Alicense or alimted |icense to engage in the practice
of psychol ogy under parts 161 and 182 of the public health code,
—Act—No—368—of thePubte—Aets—of 1978, betng——sect+ons—333—1616%
t+0—333—16349—=ant—333—18201++0—333—18237of the—M-echigan—Conptted
taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16101 TO 333.16349 AND 333.18201 TO
333. 18237, or a master's degree in counseling, social work, or
marriage and famly counseling; and successful conpletion of the
trai ning program provi ded by the bureau under section 19(3)(b).

(i7)) Not less than 5 years of experience in famly counsel -
ing, preferably in a setting related to the areas of responsibil -
ity of the friend of the —eetrt+— CH LD and preferably to refl ect
the ethnic population to be served, and successful conpletion of
the training program provided by the bureau under section

19(3) (b).
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(@) A graduate degree in a behavioral science and
successful conpletion of a domestic relations nediation training
programcertified by the bureau with not |ess than 40 hours of
cl assroominstruction and 250 hours of practical experience work-
ing under the direction of a person who has successfully com
pleted a programcertified by the bureau.

(iv) Menbership in the state bar of M chigan and successfu
conpl etion of the training program provided by the bureau under
section 19(3)(b).

(b) Know edge of the court systemof this state and the pro-
cedures used in donestic relations matters.

(c) Know edge of other resources in the community to which
the parties to a donestic relations matter can be referred for
assi st ance.

(d) Know edge of child devel opnent, clinical issues relating
to children, the effects of divorce on children, and child cus-
tody research

Sec. 17. (1) After a final judgment containing a child sup-
port order has been entered in a donestic relations matter, the
office shall periodically review the order, as follows:

(a) If achild is being supported in whole or in part by
publ i c assistance, not |ess than once each 24 nonths unl ess both
of the follow ng apply:

(7)) The office receives notice fromthe departnent —of
sectal—servieces— that good cause exists not to proceed with sup-

port action.
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(i7) Neither party has requested a review.

(b) At the initiative of the office, if there are reasonable
grounds to believe that the ambunt of child support awarded in
t he judgnment should be nodified or that dependent health care
coverage i s available and the support order should be nodified to
i nclude an order for health care coverage. Reasonable grounds to
revi ew an order —purstant—te— UNDER this subdivision include tem
porary or permanent changes in the physical custody of a child
that the court has not ordered, increased or decreased need of
the child, probable access by an enpl oyed parent to dependent
heal th care coverage, or changed financial conditions of a recip-
ient or a payer of child support including, but not limted to,
application for or receipt of public assistance, unenploynent
conpensation, or worker's conpensati on.

(c) Upon receipt of a witten request fromeither party.
Wthin 15 days after receipt of the review request, the office
shal | determ ne whether the order is due for review The office
is not required to investigate nore than 1 request received from
a party each 24 nonths.

(d) If achild is receiving nedical assistance, not |ess
t han once each 24 nonths unless either of the foll ow ng applies:

(7)) The order requires provision of health care coverage for
the child and neither party has requested a review.

(i7) The office receives notice fromthe departnent —of
sectal—servieces— that good cause exists not to proceed with sup-

port action and neither party has requested a review
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(e) If requested by the initiating state for a recipient of
services in that state under Part D of title IV of the social
security act, —42-Y-S€—651++t0669— CHAPTER 531, 49 STAT. 620,
42 U.S.C. 651 TO 655, 656 TO 657, 658a TO 660, AND 663 TO 669b,
not |ess than once each 24 nonths. Wthin 15 days after receipt
of a review request, the office shall determ ne whether an order
is due for review

(2) Wthin 180 days after determning that a reviewis
requi red under subsection (1), the office shall send notices as
provided in section 17b(2) and (3), conduct a review, and obtain
a nodification of the order if appropriate.

(3) The office shall use the child support formula devel oped
by the bureau under section 19 in calculating the child support
award. If the office determines fromthe facts of the case that
application of the child support fornmula would be unjust or inap-
propriate, or that income should not be based on actual incone
earned by the parties, the office shall prepare a witten report
that includes all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The support anount, based on actual inconme earned by the
parties, determ ned by application of the child support fornula
and all factual assunptions upon which that support anount is
based.

(b) An alternative support recomrendation and all factual
assunptions upon which the alternative support recommendation is
based.

(c) How the alternative support recomrendati on deviates from

the child support formula.
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(d) The reasons for the alternative support recomendati on.

(e) Al evidence known to the friend of the —eetrt— CH LD
that the individual is or is not able to earn the incone inputed
to himor her.

(4) The office shall petition the court if nodification is
determ ned to be necessary under subsection (3) unless either of
the foll ow ng applies:

(a) The difference between the existing and projected child
support award is within the mninmmthreshold for nodification of
a child support anobunt as established by the formula.

(b) The court previously determ ned that application of the
formul a was unjust or inappropriate and the office determ nes
under subsection (3) that the facts of the case and the reasons
and anmount of the prior deviation remai n unchanged.

(5) A petition for nodification may be nade at the same tine
the parties are provided with notice under section 17b(3). A
hearing held on a proposed nodification shall be schedul ed no
earlier than 30 days after the date of the notice provided for in
section 17b(3).

(6) If the office determ nes there should be no change in
the order and a party objects to the determnation in witing to
the office wwthin 30 days after the date of the notice provided
for in section 17b(3), the office shall schedule a hearing before
the court.

(7) If a support order |acks provisions for health care cov-
erage, the office shall petition the court for a nodification to

require that 1 or both parents obtain or nmaintain health care
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coverage for the benefit of each child who is subject to the
support order if either of the following is true:

(a) Either parent has health care coverage avail able, as a
benefit of enploynent, for the benefit of the child at a reason-
abl e cost.

(b) Either parent is self-enployed, maintains health care
coverage for hinself or herself, and can obtain health care cov-
erage for the benefit of the child at a reasonabl e cost.

(8) The office shall determi ne the costs to each parent for
dependent health care coverage and child care costs and shal
di scl ose those costs in the report under section 17b(4).

Sec. 17d. (1) After a final judgnent containing a parenting
time order has been entered in a donestic relations matter, if
there is a dispute as to parenting tine that is not resolved vol -
untarily by the parties through a neeting with the office of the
friend of the —eeturt— CHI LD under section 11 or through donestic
rel ati ons nedi ati on under section 13, the office may petition the
court for a nodification of the parenting tine order. A witten
report and recomrendati on shall acconpany the petition.

(2) Before a court hearing on a proposed nodification of a
parenting time order, the office shall notify both parties of the
proposed nodification and afford the parties an opportunity for
revi ew and comment.

Sec. 17e. The office shall utilize guidelines provided in
the child support fornula devel oped by the state friend of the
—eottrt— CHI LD bureau under section 19 to adm nistratively adj ust

arrearage paynent schedules. |In nmaking an adm nistrative
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adj ustnent as authorized by this subsection, the office shal
foll ow procedures to afford the payer due process including at
| east notice, an opportunity for an adm nistrative hearing, and
an opportunity for an appeal on the record to an independent
adm ni strative or judicial tribunal.

Sec. 18. (1) Subject to subsections (3) and (4), upon the
request of the office of the friend of the —eeurt—any— CH LD, AN
enpl oyer or fornmer enployer of a parent —as—deftned—+n—sect+on—t
who is or was enpl oyed by the enployer as an enpl oyee or i ndepen-
dent contractor shall provide all of the follow ng information
relative to the parent:

(a) Full name and address.

(b) Social security nunmber. The requirenent of this subdi-
vision to provide a social security nunber with the information
does not apply if the parent is exenpt under federal |aw from
obtaining a social security nunmber or is exenpt under federal or
state law from di scl osure of his or her social security nunber
under these circunstances. The friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD shal
informthe parent of this possible exenption.

(c) Date of birth.

(d) Anpbunt of wages earned by or other inconme due the custo-
di al parent or absent parent. Both net and gross incone shall be
reported, regardl ess of nethod of paynent.

(e) The follow ng information concerning the person's cur-
rent and former enploynent status: whether or not the custodi al

parent or absent parent is currently enployed, laid off, on sick,
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disability, or other |eave of absence, or retired, and anmount of
i ncone due froman enployment related benefit plan, if any.

(f) Dependent health care coverage available to the custo-
di al parent or absent parent as a benefit of enploynent.

(2) The friend of the —eetrt— CH LD or his or her designee
may i ssue an adm nistrative subpoena to require —any— A public or
private entity doing business in the state that enploys or has
enpl oyed a parent to furnish —anay— current enpl oynent information
in the possession of the entity that pertains to the parent and
that is needed to establish, nodify, or enforce a support order.
The entity's officers or enployees shall furnish the information
Wi thin 15 days after the subpoena is received by the entity.

Thi s subsection does not abrogate a confidentiality privilege
est abl i shed by | aw

(3) A request or subpoena for information under this section
shall certify that the information obtained will be treated as
confidential and shall not be used or rel eased except for the
pur poses of adm nistering, enforcing, and conplying with state
and federal |aws governing child support.

(4) A former enployer is not required to provide information
concerning a person who was | ast enployed by the fornmer enployer
nore than 3 years before the date of the request or subpoena for
i nformation under this section.

(5) This section does not require the creation or mainte-
nance of records not otherw se required to be created or nain-

tained, or require an enployer or former enployer to discover
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i nformation not contained in records of, or otherw se known to,
t he enpl oyer or forner enployer.

(6) A copy of information provided to the office under this
section shall be nade available to the parent, upon his or her
request.

(7) I'n the case of disobedience of a request or subpoena for
information under this section, the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD
or his or her designee may petition the circuit court in the
county in which the inquiry is being made to require the produc-
tion of books, papers, and documents. In the case of refusal to
obey a subpoena or request for information under this section, a
circuit court may issue an order requiring the person or other
entity to appear and to produce books, records, and papers if so
ordered. Failure to obey the order of the court nay be puni shed
by the court as a contenpt.

(8) An enployer, fornmer enployer, or other entity is not
i abl e under federal or state law to a person or government al
entity for a disclosure of information to the office under this
section or for any other action taken by the enployer, fornmer
enpl oyer, or other entity in good faith to conply with the
requi renments of this section.

Sec. 19. (1) The state friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD bureau
is created within the state court adm nistrative office, under
t he supervision and direction of the suprenme court.

(2) The bureau shall have its main office in Lansing.

(3) The bureau shall do all of the follow ng:
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(a) Devel op and reconmend gui del i nes for conduct,
operations, and procedures of the office and its enpl oyees,
including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(i) Case load and staffing standards for enpl oyees who per-
form donestic relations nmediation functions, investigation and
recommendation functions, referee functions, enforcenent func-
tions, and clerical functions.

(i7)) Orientation prograns for clients of the office.

(#ii) Public educational prograns regardi ng donmestic rel a-
tions | aw and community resources, including financial and other
counsel i ng, and enpl oynent opportunities.

(iv) Procedural changes in response to the type of griev-
ances received by an office.

(v) Model panmphlets and procedural forns, which shall be
distributed to each office.

(vi) Aformula to be used in establishing and nodi fying a
child support anobunt and health care obligation. The fornula
shall be based upon the needs of the child and the actual
resources of each parent. The formula shall establish a m ninmm
threshold for nodification of a child support amount. The for-
mul a shall consider the child care and dependent health care cov-
erage costs of each parent. The fornula shall include guidelines
for setting and admi nistratively adjusting the anbunt of periodic
paynents for overdue support, including guidelines for adjustnent
of arrearage paynent schedul es when the current support obliga-

tion for a child term nates and the payer owes overdue support.
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(b) Provide training prograns for the friend of the —eourt
CHI LD, donestic relations nediators, and enpl oyees of the office
to better enable themto carry out the duties described in this
act and suprene court rules. The training progranms shall include
training in the dynam cs of donestic violence and in handling
domestic relations matters that have a history of domestic
vi ol ence.

(c) Gather and nonitor relevant statistics.

(d) Annually issue a report containing a detailed summary of
the types of grievances received by each office, and whether the
grievances are resolved or outstanding. The report shall be
transmtted to the legislature and to each office and shall be
made available to the public. The annual report required by this
subdi vi sion shall include, but is not limted to, all of the
fol | ow ng:

(7)) An evaluative sunmary, supplenented by applicabl e quan-
titative data, of the activities and functioning of each citizen
advi sory comm ttee during the preceding year.

(it) An evaluative sunmary, supplenented by applicabl e quan-
titative data, of the activities and functioning of the aggregate
of all citizen advisory conmttees in the state during the pre-
cedi ng year

(7t)) An identification of problens that inpede the effi-
ciency of the activities and functioning of the citizen advisory
conm ttees and the satisfaction of the users of the conmmttees’

servi ces.

07684' 02



© 00 N oo o~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

35

(e) Develop and recommend gui delines to be used by an office
in determ ning whether or not parenting tinme has been wongfully
deni ed by the custodial parent.

(f) Devel op standards and procedures for the transfer of
part or all of the responsibilities for a case fromone office to
anot her in situations considered appropriate by the bureau.

(g) Certify donmestic relations nediation training prograns
as provided in section 13.

(h) Establish a 9-person state advisory conmttee, serving
W t hout conpensati on except as provided in subsection (4), com
posed of the follow ng nmenbers, each of whomis a nenber of a
citizen advisory conmttee:

(7)) Three public nmenbers who have had contact with an office
of the friend of the —eeturt— CHI LD

(i7) Three attorneys who are nenbers of the state bar of
M chi gan and whose practices are primarily donestic rel ations
law. Not nore than 1 attorney may be a circuit court judge.

(i) Three human service professionals who provide famly
counsel i ng.

(i) Cooperate with the office of child support in devel oping
and inplementing a statewi de informati on system as provided in
the office of child support act, 1971 PA 174, MCL 400.231 to
400. 239.

(j) Develop and nmeke avail abl e gui delines to assist the
office of the friend of the —eeturt— CH LD in determ ning the

appropriateness in individual cases of the follow ng:

07684' 02



© 00 N o o B~ wWw N P

N RN RN NN N NN R B R R R R R R R R
N~ O 00~ W N P O © 0O N O O M W N B O

36

(7)) I'nmposing a lien or requiring the posting of a bond,
security, or other guarantee to secure the paynent of support.

(i) Inplenmenting the offset of a delinquent payer's state
i ncone tax refund.

(k) Develop and provide the office of the friend of the
—eotrt— CH LD with all of the follow ng:

(7) Form notions, responses, and orders for use by an indi-
vidual in requesting the court to nodify his or her child sup-
port, custody, or parenting time order, or in responding to a
notion for nodification wi thout the assistance of |egal counsel.

(i) Instructions on preparing and filing the forns,
instructions on service of process, and instructions on schedul -
ing a support, custody, or parenting time nodification hearing.

(/) Devel op guidelines for, and encourage the use of, plain
| anguage within the office of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD
including, but not limted to, the use of plain |anguage in forns
and instructions within the office and in statenents of account
provided as required in section 9.

(4) The state advisory comm ttee established under subsec-
tion (3)(h) shall advise the bureau in the performance of its
duties under this section. The bureau shall make a state
advi sory comrittee report or reconmendation available to the
public. State advisory conmttee nmenbers shall be reinbursed for
their expenses for mleage, neals, and, if necessary, | odging,
under the schedule for reinbursenment established annually by the
| egislature. A state advisory conmttee nmeeting is open to the

public. A nenber of the public attending a state advisory
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committee neeting shall be given a reasonabl e opportunity to
address the committee on any issue under consideration by the
commttee. |If a vote is to be taken by the state advisory com
mttee, the opportunity to address the commttee shall be given
before the vote is taken.

(5) The bureau may call upon each office of the friend of
the —eourt— CHILD for assistance in performng the duties inposed
in this section.

Sec. 20. [If the —famtyt+ndependence—agency— DEPARTMENT
requests information froman office of the friend of the —eourt
CHI LD, that office may provide the information requested on a
quarterly basis. Not |less often than quarterly, the —famty
rhdependence—ageney— DEPARTMENT shall publish the information
recei ved under this section.

Sec. 21. (1) Each person appointed as friend of the
—eottrt— CHI LD under forner —Act—No—412—-of—thePubtte—-Acts——of
+949— 1919 PA 412 who is serving in that position on —thetay
before—the—effectivedate—of—thts—act— JUNE 30, 1983 shall con-
tinue to serve in that position, as reconstituted by this act.

(2) Al files, records, funds, and pendi ng cases of an
office of the friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD under forner —Aet—No—
412—of—thePubt+e—Aets—of—31919— 1919 PA 412 are transferred to
the corresponding office as reconstituted by this act.

(3) —EBxeept—in—the—county—of—Wayne,—the— THE enpl oyees of a
friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD appoi nted under former —Act—No—412
of—the—PubHec—Aets—of—1919——shatt— 1919 PA 412 becone enpl oyees of
the corresponding office of the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD as
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reconstituted by this act, in simlar positions, and with salary
ranges and benefits not inferior to their status under forner

—Aet—No—412—oef—thePubHeAets—of—31919— 1919 PA 412. —In—the

Sec. 22. If the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD serving a judi-

cial circuit is not an attorney who is a nenber of the state bar

of Mchigan and that office does not enploy such an attorney, the
chief judge may appoint an attorney who is a nenber of the state

bar of Mchigan to assist the friend of the —eeurt— CH LD when

| egal assistance is necessary to carry out the duties inposed in

this act. An attorney appointed under this section to assist an

of fice shall be conpensated in a reasonable anobunt, based upon

time and expenses, to be determ ned by the county board or boards

of comm ssioners of the judicial circuit served by that office.

Sec. 23. (1) If the position of friend of the —eet+rt— CH LD
becones vacant for any reason, the chief judge shall appoint a

person to the position of friend of the —eeurt— CH LD not |ater
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than 6 nonths after the vacancy occurs. An appoi ntment under
this subsection is not effective until approved by a majority of
the circuit, probate, and district court judges serving in al
districts that have any area in comon with the geographic area
served by that friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD

(2) If necessary, the chief judge may appoint an interim
friend of the —eeurt— CH LD to serve for not |onger than 6 nonths
until a friend of the —eeurt— CH LD is appointed and approved
under subsection (1).

(3) Afriend of the —eeurt— CHI LD appoi nted under this sec-
tion is an at-will enployee and shall denonstrate experience or
education in 1 or nore of the foll ow ng areas:

(a) A human service or behavioral science field.

(b) Famly | aw

(c) Adm nistration.

Sec. 24. (1) The chief judge annually shall review the per-
formance record of each friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD serving that
circuit to determ ne whether the friend of the —eoetrt— CH LD is
guilty of m sconduct, neglect of statutory duty, or failure to
carry out witten orders of the court relative to a statutory
duty; whether the purposes of this act are being net; and whet her
the duties of the friend of the —eeurt— CHI LD are being carried
out in a manner that reflects the needs of the community being
served. Public notice of the annual review shall be given.

(2) Menbers of the public may submt witten comments to the
chief judge or county board relating to the criteria in

subsection (1). The citizen advisory conmttee may advise the
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court and the county board regarding the criteria in subsection
(1). The court shall prepare a witten eval uation, which shal
i nclude a sunmary of any public comments received and of any cit-
i zen advisory commttee report or recomendation. The court and
county board may also, in a witten response, address the recom
nmendation of the citizen's advisory conmttee concerning the gen-
eral operations of the citizen's advisory commttee. The friend
of the —eeurt— CHI LD and the bureau shall each receive a copy of
the evaluation. The friend of the —eeurt— CH LD shall have an
opportunity to nake a written response to the evaluation. A copy
of the response shall be included with the eval uation.

Sec. 25. The chief judge may renmpove the friend of the
—eottrt— CHI LD. A renoval under this section is not effective
until approved by a majority of the circuit, probate, and dis-
trict court judges serving in all districts that have an area in
common with the geographic area served by that friend of the
—eotrt— CHI LD.

Sec. 26. (1) A party to a donestic relations matter who has
a grievance concerning office operations or enployees shall uti-
lize the follow ng grievance procedure:

(a) File the grievance, in witing, with the appropriate
friend of the —eeturt— CHI LD office. The office shall cause the
grievance to be investigated and deci ded as soon as practicable.
Wthin 30 days after a grievance is filed, the office shal
respond to the grievance or issue a statement to the party filing
the grievance stating the reason a response i s not possible

within that tine.
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(b) A party who is not satisfied with the decision of the
of fice under subdivision (a) may file a further grievance, in
witing, with the chief judge. The chief judge shall cause the
grievance to be investigated and deci ded as soon as practicable.
Wthin 30 days after a grievance is filed, the court shal
respond to the grievance or issue a statement to the party filing
the grievance stating the reason a response is not possible
within that tine.

(2) Each office shall maintain a record of grievances
received and a record of whether the grievance is decided or
outstandi ng. The record shall be transmtted not |ess than bian-
nually to the bureau. Each office shall provide public access to
the report of grievances prepared by the bureau under section
19.

(3) In addition to the grievance procedure provided in sub-
section (1), a party to a donestic relations matter who has a
gri evance concerning office operations may file, at any tine
during the proceedings, the grievance in witing with the appro-
priate citizen advisory conmttee. In its discretion, the citi-
zen advisory conmttee shall conduct a review or investigation
of, or hold a formal or informal hearing on, a grievance submt-
ted to the conmttee. The citizen advisory conmmittee may del e-
gate its responsibility under this subsection to subconmttees
appoi nted as provided in section 4a.

(4) In addition to action taken under subsection (3), the
citizen advisory commttee shall establish a procedure for

randomly selecting grievances submtted directly to the office of
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the friend of the —eeurt— CHILD. The citizen advisory conmttee
shal |l review the response of the office to these grievances and
report its findings to the court and the county board, either
imediately or in the commttee's annual report.

(5) The citizen advisory cormmittee shall exami ne the griev-
ances filed with the friend of the —eetrt— CHI LD under this sec-
tion and shall review or investigate each grievance that alleges
that a decision was nade based on gender rather than the CH LD S
best interests. —of—the—chitd—

(6) If acitizen advisory commttee reviews or investigates
a grievance, the conmttee shall respond to the grievance as soon
as practicabl e.

(7) A grievance filed under subsection (3) is limted to
of fice operations, and the citizen advisory comittee shal
informan individual who files with the conmttee a grievance
that concerns an office enployee or a court or office decision or
recommendati on regarding a specific case that such a matter is
not a proper subject for a grievance.

Sec. 27. —(hH—Exeept—asprovided—+n—subseetrons—{(2—and
3)—the— THE conpensati on and expenses of the friend of the
—eotrt— CHI LD for each judicial circuit and of the enpl oyees of
the office and all operating expenses incurred by the office
shall be fixed by the chief judge as provided in section 591 of
the revised judicature act of 1961, —-Aet—No—236—of—thePubtie

taws— 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.591. The conpensation and expenses

shall be paid by the county treasurer fromthe general fund, and
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the friend of the —eetrt— CH LD fund created under section 2530
of the revised judicature act of 1961, —Aet—No—=236—o6f—the
e : e . . . oy ek
Cotrpttet—taws— 1961 PA 236, MCL 600. 2530, of the county or coun-
ties served.
f I it e . I . oy

e ot ey I e ey i eial

Futteature—act—of 1961 —~Aet—No—236—of —thePublHe—Aets—of—31961—-
Sec. 28. Each office of the friend of the —eetur+— CHI LD

shal |l conpile data on the nunber and type of conplaints regarding

support and parenting tinme. The data shall include, but need not
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be limted to, the nunber of cases in which a party fails to
appear at a show cause hearing and the nunber of cases in which a
bench warrant is issued for failure to appear. The data conpiled
under this section shall be transmtted at |east annually in a
report to the office of the state court administrator. The fol-
| owi ng specific information shall also be conpil ed:

(a) The nunber of state or federal inconme tax intercepts
subsequently found to be based on inaccurate information or
enpl oyee error

(b) The nunber of support orders nodified due to inaccurate
i nformati on or enpl oyee error.

(c) The nunber of grievances filed in a cal endar year, the
nature of each grievance, the judicial response to each griev-
ance, and any sanction inposed as a result of each grievance.

(d) The nunber of custody recommendati ons recommendi ng phys-
ical custody to the nother, the father, or a third party.

(e) The nunber of makeup parenting tinme petitions filed, the
nunber of hearings held on makeup parenting tinme petitions, the
nunber of instances makeup parenting tinme is ordered, and the
anount of makeup parenting tinme that is ordered.

(f) The nunber of reviews conpleted in a cal endar year.
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