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Law enforcenent; peace officers; conservation officer; require
certain anount of years of experience hunting and fishing.

LAW ENFORCEMENT: _ Peace officers; STATE: Enpl oyees and officers;
STATE AGENCI ES (EXI STING: Natural resources

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnmental protection act,’
by anmendi ng section 1606 (MCL 324.1606), as anended by 2000 PA
414.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1606. (1) —TFhe— EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (11),
THE departnent and conservation officers appointed by the depart-
ment are peace officers vested with all the powers, privileges,
prerogatives, and imunities conferred upon peace officers by the
general laws of this state; have the sanme power to serve crinina
process as sheriffs; have the same right as sheriffs to require
aid in executing process; and are entitled to the sane fees as
sheriffs in performng those duties.

(2) The departnent may conm ssion park and recreation
officers to enforce, on property regul ated under part 741 or 781,
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rul es pronul gated by the departnent and orders issued by the
departnment that are authorized in those rules, including, but not
limted to, rules promnmulgated or orders issued under section 504,
and any laws of this state specified in those rules as enforce-
abl e by conm ssioned park and recreation officers. In performng
t hose enforcenent activities, conm ssioned park and recreation
officers are vested with the powers, privileges, prerogatives,
and imunities conferred upon peace officers under the |aws of
this state. However, a park and recreation officer enforcing
rul es, orders, or |laws described in this subsection on property
regul ated under part 781 may arrest an individual only for a
m nor of fense comritted in the officer’s presence and shall issue
an appearance ticket as provided in subsection (6).

(3) In addition to the limted arrest authority granted in
subsection (2), on property regul ated under part 741, a conm s-
sioned park and recreation officer may arrest an individual wth-
out a warrant if 1 or nore of the follow ng circunstances exist:

(a) I'n the presence of the park and recreation officer, the
i ndi vidual conmits an assault or an assault and battery in viola-
tion of section 81 or 8la of the M chigan penal code, 1931
PA 328, MCL 750.81 and 750. 81a.

(b) The park and recreation officer has reasonabl e cause to
believe that a felony has been conmtted and reasonabl e cause to
bel i eve that the individual has commtted it.

(c) The park and recreation officer has received affirmtive

witten or verbal notice froma | aw enforcenent officer or agency
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that a peace officer possesses a warrant for the individual’s
arrest.

(d) The person violates section 625(1), (3), or (6) or 626
of the M chigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.625 and
257. 626.

(e) The person violates part 741, 811, or 821 or section
80198b.

(f) The person violates section 11(7) or 19 of the personal
wat ercraft safety act, 1998 PA 116, MCL 281.1411 and 281.14109.

(4) In addition to the limted arrest authority granted in
subsection (2), on property regul ated under part 781, a conm s-
sioned park and recreation officer may arrest an individual wth-
out a warrant for a mnor offense |isted in subsection (3) com
mtted in the officer’s presence and shall issue an appearance
ticket as provided in subsection (6).

(5) A comm ssioned park and recreation officer under subsec-
tion (2) may issue a civil infraction citation to an individual
who vi ol ates section 626b or 627 of the M chigan vehicle code,
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.626b and 257.627.

(6) If a conservation officer or a park and recreation offi-
cer comm ssi oned under subsection (2) arrests a person w thout
warrant for a mnor offense conmtted in the officer’s presence,

i nstead of immediately bringing the person for arraignment by the
court having jurisdiction, the officer my issue to and serve
upon the person an appearance ticket as authorized by sections 9c
to 9g of chapter IV of the code of crimnal procedure, 1927

PA 175, MCL 764.9c to 764.9g. However, if a park and recreation
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of fi cer conm ssioned under subsection (2) arrests a person

wi thout a warrant for a mnor offense cormtted on property regu-
| at ed under part 781 in the officer’s presence, the park and rec-
reation officer shall issue and serve upon the person such an
appear ance ticket.

(7) An appearance pursuant to an appearance ticket nay be
made in person, by representation, or by mail. |f appearance is
made by representation or nmail, a district judge or a munici pal
judge may accept a plea of guilty and paynment of a fine and costs
on or before the definite court date indicated on the appearance
ticket, or may accept a plea of not guilty for purposes of
arrai gnnment, both with the same effect as though the person per-
sonal |y appeared before the court. |If appearance is nade by rep-
resentation or nmail, a district court magi strate may accept a
plea of guilty upon an appearance ticket and paynent of a fine
and costs on or before the definite court date indicated on the
appearance ticket for those offenses within the magistrate’s
jurisdiction, as prescribed by section 8511 of the revised judi-
cature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.8511, or may accept a
pl ea of not guilty for purposes of arraignnent, if authorized to
do so by the judge of the district court district, with the sanme
ef fect as though the person personally appeared before the
court. The court, by giving not |less than 5 days’ notice of the
date of appearance, may require appearance in person at the place
designated in the appearance ticket.
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(8) This section does not prevent the execution of a warrant
for the arrest of the person as in other cases of m sdeneanors if
necessary.

(9) If a person fails to appear, the court, in addition to
the fine assessed if the person is found guilty for the of fense
commtted, may add to the fine and costs | evied agai nst the
person additional costs incurred in conpelling the appearance of
t he person, which additional costs shall be returned to the gen-
eral fund of the unit of government incurring the costs.

(10) As used in this section, "mnor offense" neans that
termas defined in section 1 of chapter | of the code of crimnal
procedure, 1927 PA 175, MCL 761.1.

(11) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ACT, A CO\N
SERVATI ON OFFI CER APPO NT UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) SHALL HAVE 3 YEARS
OF HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG EXPERI ENCE BEFORE HE OR SHE ENFORCES A LAW
THAT REGULATES THE TAKI NG OF FI SH OR GAME.
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