SENATE BILL No. 522
© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

SENATE BILL No. 522

June 5, 2001, Introduced by Senators SMITH, EMERSON, PETERS, BY RUM, MURPHY,
YOUNG, CHERRY, KOIVISTO, DINGELL, NORTH, DE BEAUSSAERT, GAST,
JOHNSON, HAMMERSTROM, MILLER, GOUGEON and SCHWARZ and referred
to the Committee on Education.

A bill to anend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revi sed school code,"
by anmendi ng sections 1561 and 1596 (MCL 380. 1561 and 380. 1596),
section 1561 as anended by 1996 PA 339, and by addi ng section
1591.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1561. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this sec-

tion, every parent, guardian, or other person in this state

havi ng control and charge of a child fromthe age of 6 to the

child’ s —stxteenth— EI GHTEENTH bi rt hday shall send that child to

a public school during the entire school year. The child s
att endance shall be conti nuous and consecutive for the school

year fixed by the school district in which the child is

enrolled. 1In a school district that maintains school during the

entire cal endar year and in which the school year is divided into
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quarters, a child is not required to attend the public school
nore than 3 quarters in 1 cal endar year, but a child shall not be
absent for 2 or nore consecutive quarters.

(2) Achild beconming 6 years of age before Decenber 1 shal
be enrolled on the first school day of the school year in which
the child s sixth birthday occurs. A child becom ng 6 years of
age on or after Decenber 1 shall be enrolled on the first school
day of the school year followi ng the school year in which the
child s sixth birthday occurs.

(3) Achildis not required to attend a public school in any
of the follow ng cases:

(a) The child is attending regularly and is being taught in
a state approved nonpublic school, which teaches subjects com
parable to those taught in the public schools to children of cor-
respondi ng age and grade, as determ ned by the course of study
for the public schools of the district within which the nonpublic
school is |ocated.

(b) The child is less than 9 years of age and does not
reside within 2-1/2 mles by the nearest travel ed road of a
public school. [If transportation is furnished for pupils in the
school district of the child s residence, this subdivision does
not apply.

(c) The child is age 12 or 13 and is in attendance at con-
firmati on classes conducted for a period of 5 nonths or |ess.

(d) The child is regularly enrolled in a public school while
in attendance at religious instruction classes for not nore than

2 class hours per week, off public school property during public
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school hours, upon witten request of the parent, guardian, or
person in |loco parentis under rules promnul gated by the state
boar d.

(e) The child has graduated from hi gh school or has ful-
filled all requirenents for high school graduation.

(f) The child is being educated at the child s hone by his
or her parent or legal guardian in an organi zed educati onal pro-
gramin the subject areas of reading, spelling, mathematics,
science, history, civics, literature, witing, and English
granmar .

(4) For a child being educated at the child s home by his or
her parent or |egal guardian, exenption fromthe requirenent to
attend public school may exist under either subsection (3)(a) or
(3)(f), or both.

(5) I'F THE PROGRAM | S OFFERED I N THE SCHOOL DI STRICT I N
VWH CH THE PUPIL RESIDES, A CH LD AGE 16 OR 17 MAY SATI SFY THE
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON BY ATTENDI NG A
PROGRAM UNDER SECTI ON 1591 ACCORDI NG TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THAT
SECTI ON.

(6) IF ACHLD AGE 16 OR 17 PROVI DES TO THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT
PROOF THAT HE OR SHE IS ENGAGED | N REGULAR EMPLOYMENT AVERAGQ NG
25 OR MORE HOURS PER WEEK AND THAT THE EMPLOYMENT | S NECESSI| TATED
BY ECONOM C HARDSH P OR FAM LY NEED, THE CHI LD MAY SATI SFY THE
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON BY ATTENDI NG A
PUBLI C SCHOCOL AT LEAST 15 HOURS PER WEEK

SEC. 1591. (1) A SCHOOL BOARD MAY OFFER ANY OF THE
FOLLON NG, AND A PUPIL AGE 16, 17, OR 18 MAY COVPLETE SOVE OR ALL
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OF THE REQUI REMENTS FOR A HI GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA BY SUCCESSFULLY
COVWPLETING 1 OR A COVBI NATI ON OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) AN ALTERNATI VE EDUCATI ON PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

(B) A PROGRAM OF VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON THAT | NCLUDES APPREN-
TI CESH P OR WORK STUDY AND THAT REQUI RES THE PUPI L TO ATTEND
SCHOOL AT LEAST 10 HOURS PER VWEEK FOR THE ENTI RE SCHOOL YEAR.

(C© A PROGRAM OF | NDEPENDENT STUDY THAT | S APPROVED BY THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND MEETS STATE BOARD GUI DELI NES FOR | NDEPENDENT
STUDY.

(D) ACADEM C COURSEWORK AT A COMVMUNI TY COLLEGE.

(2) A COWUNITY COLLEGE OR, UPON REQUEST BY THE BOARD OF A
CONSTI TUENT SCHOOL DI STRI CT, AN | NTERVEDI ATE SCHOOL BOARD, EI THER
SOLELY OR AS PART OF A CONSORTI UM OF | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI S-

TRI CTS, MAY PROVI DE SERVI CES OR CONDUCT COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL
PROGRAMS RELATED TO A PROGRAM DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTI ON (1). AN
| NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL BOARD MAY CHARGE A CONSTI TUENT SCHOOL DI S-

TRI CT FOR THE COSTS OF SERVI CES PROVI DED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON.

Sec. 1596. (1) The board of a school district other than a
primary school district nay establish 1 or nore ungraded school s
for the instruction of certain pupils classified in subsection
(2). The board nay require the pupils to attend an ungraded
school or a departnment of the school as the board directs.

(2) —TFhefoHHowing—cases—ofpersons,—aged— A CH LD ACE 7 to
—the—sixteenth— H S OR HER El GHTEENTH bi rt hday —frestding— WHO
RESIDES in the school district —shatH—be—deened— AND WHO MEETS 1
OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG IS CONSI DERED A juvenil e disorderly
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—persons— PERSON and in the judgnment of the proper school
authorities nay be assigned to the ungraded school or
depart nent:

(a) —€Crass—i,—habttual—truants— A HABI TUAL TRUANT fromthe
school in which they—are— HE OR SHE | S enrol |l ed as —ptuptts— A
PUPI L.

(b) —€rass—2,——<chitdren— A CH LD who, while attendi ng school,
—are— IS incorrigibly turbulent, disobedient, and insubordinate,
or who —are— IS imoral in conduct.

(c) €rass—3,——<¢chitdren— A CH LD who —are— IS not attending
school and who habitual |y —fregquent— FREQUENTS streets and ot her
public places, having no | awful business, enploynent, or

occupati on.
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