SENATE BILL No. 1283
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SENATE BILL No. 1283

May 7, 2002, Introduced by Senator GOSCHKA and referred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

A bill to amend 1964 PA 232, entitled
"Rehabilitation act of 1964,"
by amending the title and sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9
(MCL 395.82, 395.83, 395.84, 395.85, 395.86, 395.87, 395.88, and
395.89), section 2 as anmended by 1998 PA 43 and section 4 as
anended by 1985 PA 194.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to provide for educational and other needed services
t hrough a vocational rehabilitation programfor disabled persons;
to authorize an annual appropriation of funds for vocationa

rehabilitation; to authorize the —stateboardof—education—

DEPARTMENT OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT to admi nister such a program to

provi de for the proper custody and admi nistration of funds
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received by the state fromfederal and other sources; and to
repeal —eertaifn— acts and parts of acts.

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) —“Stateboard"— "DEPARTMENT" neans the —stateboard—of
eduecation— DEPARTMENT OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT.

(B) "DI SABLED | NDI VI DUAL" MEANS ANY PERSON, OTHER THAN A
PERSON WHO IS BLI ND, WHO HAS A VOCATI ONAL DI SABI LI TY.

(C —{b)y— "Vocational disability" means any disability
except blindness —whieh— THAT constitutes, contributes to, or if
not corrected will probably result in an obstruction to occupa-

ti onal perfornmance.

ho—i-s—bHi-nd—whot : L s abit it

(d) "Vocational rehabilitation"” and "vocational rehabilita-
tion services" nean any educational or other needed services
including, but not limted to, determ nation of extent of dis-
ability, vocational diagnosis, vocational guidance, rehabilita-
tion training, medical services, transportation, maintenance, and
trai ni ng books and materials, found to be necessary to conpensate
a di sabled individual for his or her vocational disability, and
to enable himor her to engage in a suitable occupation or to be
assi sted into independent |iving.

Sec. 3. The —statebeard— DEPARTMENT shall be the agency

responsi ble for the adm nistration of the vocational rehabilita-

tion programunder the provisions of this act —— and shall nake
all rules, regulations, and standards necessary. —therefoer—in
accordance—wth—-Aet—No—88of the PubtieAets—of 1943,—=as
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1948— The —beard— DEPARTMENT shall enploy the professional and

clerical staff it —deens— CONSI DERS necessary to carry out the
provisions of this act within the appropriations available for
t hi s purpose.

Sec. 4. (1) The —statebeard— DEPARTMENT shall provide
vocational rehabilitation services to disabled individuals deter-
m ned eligible pursuant to rul es promul gated by the —state—board—
DEPARTMENT. The —board— DEPARTMENT may cooperate with ot her
public and private departnments, agencies, and institutions to
provi de for the vocational rehabilitation of disabled individu-
als, to study the problens involved —thereiyi— | N THEI R VOCATI ONAL
REHABI LI TATI ON, and may establish, devel op, and provi de any pro-
grans, facilities, and services —as—+may—be— necessary.

(2) If an enployer or carrier is responsible under applica-
ble state or federal worker’s conpensation |aw for the provision
of vocational rehabilitation services to an enpl oyee, and the
services are provided by the —state—beard— DEPARTMENT, the —state
boeard— DEPARTMENT shall collect fees fromthe responsible
enpl oyer or carrier in an amount equal to the full costs of pro-
viding the vocational rehabilitation services.

(3) If an insurer or self-insurer is responsible under
applicable state or federal auto insurance |law for the provision
of vocational rehabilitation services to an injured person, and

the services are provided by the —state—board— DEPARTMENT, the
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—state—beard— DEPARTMENT shall collect fees fromthe responsible
i nsurer or self-insurer in an amount equal to the full costs of
provi ding the vocational rehabilitation services.

(4) The —stateboard— DEPARTMENT shall collect fees in an
anount equal to the full cost of providing vocational rehabilita-
tion services under any other state or federal |aw that estab-

i shes responsibility for the provision of vocational rehabilita-
tion services on a party other than the injured person unl ess
ot herwi se prohi bited by an applicable statute.

(5) If the —state—board— DEPARTMENT is requested to provide
vocational rehabilitation services to individuals not eligible
for services under the federal rehabilitation act, and the serv-
ices are provided by the —state—board— DEPARTMENT, the —state
beard— DEPARTMENT shall collect fees fromthe individual, agency,
or organi zation requesting the services in an anount equal to the
full costs of providing the vocational rehabilitation services.

(6) The —state—board— DEPARTMENT shall submit a report to
t he senate —t+aber—ecommttee— and —the— house —tabor—commttee—
COW TTEES THAT DEAL W TH EMPLOYMENT | SSUES by May 1, of each
odd- nunbered year for the preceding 2 cal endar years, which
REPORT shall indicate the extent of vocational rehabilitation
services provided, the anount of fees collected, and the source
of those fees.

Sec. 5. The —statebeard— DEPARTMENT shall recommend annu-
ally the anbunt required to be appropriated by —the— TH S state
and report —the—sarre— THAT AMOUNT to the governor and budget
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director. The legislature shall nake an appropriation each year
—for—carrying— TO CARRY out the purposes of this act.

Sec. 6. The —state—boeard— DEPARTMENT, pursuant to
state-federal agreenments, nmay cooperate with the federal govern-
ment in carrying out the purposes of any federal statutes per-
taining to vocational rehabilitation, and may adopt —steh— ANY
met hods of adm nistrati on —as—arefound—to—be— necessary for the
proper and efficient operation of the agreenents or plans for
vocational rehabilitation and to conply with ANY conditions —as

fray—be— necessary to secure the full benefits of the federal

statutes.
Sec. 7. The state treasurer shall be the custodian of al
vocational rehabilitation funds received fromthe federal govern-

ment or other sources. The state treasurer shall make di sburse-
ments fromthe funds and fromall state funds avail able for voca-
tional rehabilitation purposes upon certification of the —state

beard— DEPARTMENT in accordance with the accounting | aws of —the—

THI' S state.
Sec. 8. The —stateboard— DEPARTMENT may accept and use
gifts nmade by bequest or otherw se for carrying out the purposes

of this act. G fts made under such conditions as in the judgnent
of the —stateboard— DEPARTMENT are proper and consistent wth
the provisions of this act nay be —se— accepted and shall be
hel d, invested, reinvested, and used in accordance with the con-
ditions of the gifts.

Sec. 9. The —statebeard— DEPARTMENT shall make at the

cl ose of each biennium a biennial report to the governor and to
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1 the legislature in regard to the adm nistration of this act. The
2 report shall contain a statenent of the expenditures of al
3 —woneys— MONEY, both federal and state, for the purposes nen-

4 tioned in this act.
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