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HB- 4290, As Passed House, Mar 20, 2003

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 4290

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 388, entitled

"M chi gan canpai gn finance act,"
(MCL 169.201 to 169.282) by adding section 65a.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 65a. (1) A candidate who applies for noney fromthe
state canpaign fund and whose nane is eligible to appear on the
primary el ection ballot shall participate in 1 or nore public
debates with all other candi dates of the sanme party who apply for
nmoney fromthe state canpaign fund and whose nanes are eligible
to appear on the prinmary election ballot, if any.

(2) A candidate who applies for noney fromthe state canpaign
fund and whose nane is eligible to appear on the general election
ball ot shall participate in 1 or nore public debates with al
ot her candi dates who apply for noney fromthe state canpai gn fund

and whose nanes are eligible to appear on the general election
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House Bill No. 4290 (H 3) as amended March 19, 2003

ballot, if any.

(3) A debate or debates required by subsection (1) or (2)
shal | be schedul ed and conducted as nutually agreed in witing by
all candidates required to participate. An agreenent anong all
of the candidates required to participate shall be filed with the
director of elections.

(4) If an agreenent under subsection (3) is not filed by at
| east 45 days before the primary or general election, the board
of state canvassers and the director of elections shall, by at
| east 38 days before the el ection, schedule 1 or nore public
debates as required by subsection (1) or (2), respectively, and
establish all of the details required by subsection (5). The
concurrence of a mpjority of the 5 individuals involved in nmaking
a deci sion under this subsection, the 4 nenbers of the board of
state canvassers and the director of elections, is required for

an official decision under this subsection [; however, the majority must
consist of at least 1 nenber of each mmjor political party appointed to
the board of state canvassers].

(5 Awitten agreenent required by subsection (3) shall
contain at least all of the follow ng details:

(a) The nunber of debates that will be held.

(b) The date, time, and place of each debate.

(c) The name of the noderator of each debate.

(d) The format of each debate.

(6) If a candidate whose nane is eligible to appear on the
ball ot for an election for which a public debate is required by
this section but who is not required to participate in the debate
agrees in awiting filed with the director of elections to abide

by all of the details contained in the agreenent under subsection
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(3) or established by the board of state canvassers and director
of el ections under subsection (4), the candidate may participate
in the debate.

(7) A candidate who does not participate in a public debate
required under this section shall return all noney received by
the candidate fromthe state canpaign fund for that election. A
candidate is personally liable for noney required to be returned
under this subsection, and shall return the noney by witten
instrument within 30 days follow ng the debate in which the
candi date did not participate. However, a candidate who is not
able to participate in a public debate because of exigent
circunstances that are nutually agreed to by all candi dates
required to participate in the debate or by the board of state
canvassers is not required to return the noney received fromthe

stat e canpai gn fund.
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