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HB- 5349, As Passed House, April 1, 2004

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 5349

A Dbill to amend 1956 PA 217, entitled
"Electrical adm nistrative act,"
by anmendi ng sections 1b and 3k (MCL 338.881b and 338.883k), as
added by 1992 PA 130.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1b. (1) "Electric sign" neans fixed, stationary, or
portable self-contained, electrically illum nated equi pnent that
has words or synbols designed to convey information or attract
attention. Electric sign includes outline lighting. Electric
sign does not include —these— signs that are indoor or outdoor
portabl e applications or recognized holiday residential signs
listed with a recogni zed testing and approval agency and that use
a cord cap-110 volt plug as the electrical energizing attachnent
met hod.

(2) "Qutline lighting" neans an arrangenent of incandescent
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| anmps or electric discharge tubing —whieh— that is an integral
part of an —eleetriecal— electric sign —that—eutlines— outlining
certain features, such as the shape of a building or the
decoration of a w ndow.

(3) "Sign specialty contractor" nmeans a person, firm or
corporation engaged in the business of —warufacturing
fabricating, installing, maintaining, connecting, or repairing
electric sign wiring or devices, including wiring that is
directly related to electric signs and is electrically dedicated
as a sign circuit. The term does not include a nmanufacturer of
signs that is subject to section 7(3)(e).

(4) "Sign specialist" nmeans a person who, as his or her
principal occupation, is engaged in the installation, alteration
or repair of electric signs.

(5) "Sign specialty licensure" neans |icensure as a sign
specialist or sign specialty contractor.

(6) "Related wiring" neans the foll ow ng:

(a) Except as otherw se provided in subdivisions (b), (c),
and (d), that portion of the electric sign wiring that originates
at the | oad-side term nals of a disconnecting neans —tecatedin
the—vieini-ty—of— on or adjacent to the electric sign involved but
does not include the installation of the disconnecting neans,
conplete with |ine-side connections.

(b) I'n the case of electric sign installations having sign
transforners installed physically apart fromthe electric sign,
that portion of the electric sign wiring that originates at the

| oad-side term nals of a disconnecting nmeans —tecated+nthe
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viein-ty—of— on or adjacent to the electric sign involved but
does not include the installation of the disconnecting neans,
conplete with |ine-side connections.

(c) I'n the case of free-standing electric sign installations
supplied through underground circuit conductors, that portion of
the electric sign wiring that originates at a wiring termnation
poi nt adjacent to, within, or inmedi ately above the pernmanent
base for the electric sign but does not include, if the base of
the sign structure is suitable for use as a raceway, the
installation of bushing, conplete with free-length circuit
conductors extending through to acconmodate the connection of the
related wiring within the sign structure raceway.

(d) I'n the case of electric signs specifically designed to be
connected directly to the building wiring raceway or cable
supply, that portion of the electric sign wiring that originates
at the point where the free-length circuit conductors extend
t hrough the building wiring raceway or cable at the specifically
desi gned supply location for the electric sign involved but does
not include the installation of the building wiring raceway or
cable systemto the specifically designated point of supply for
the electric sign involved, conplete with free-length circuit
conductors extending through the building wiring raceway or cable
to accommpdate the connection of the related wring.

Sec. 3k. (1) Subject to section -5{(6)er{(~— 5, the
departnment of |abor and econom c growth shall issue a sign
specialist's license to a person not |ess than 18 years of age

who does all of the follow ng:
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(a) Files a conpleted application form provided by the
department of |abor and econom c grow h.

(b) Pays the exam nation fee prescribed in section 3 and
passes an exam nation provided for by the board and the
department of |abor and econom ¢ grow h.

(c) Pays the license fee prescribed in section 3.

(d) Has not |ess than 4,000 hours of experience, obtained
over a period of not less than 2 years, related to the
—ranufacture— fabrication, installation, maintenance, connection
or repair of electric signs and related wiring as verified by a
contractor licensed under this act who is the current enployer of
the applicant. The hours of experience nmay be obtained from
mul ti ple enpl oyers, and equival ent education as determ ned by the
board may be substituted for work experience.

(e) Denonstrates the successful conpletion of a course

concerning the installation, maintenance, connection, or repair

of electric signs and related wiring —as—coentainedinthe-sign
I S Kbool bliched | I . hnical
bii e o I I

stghs—and—relatedwring—as— approved by the board.

(2) Upon failure to pass the sign specialist exam nation 2
times within a period of 2 years, an applicant —shall—be— is
ineligible to sit for another exam nation until he or she
presents to the board proof of the successful conpletion of a
course on code and el ectrical fundanmentals approved by the board

—— in order to becone eligible again to sit for an exam nati on.
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(3) As a condition of renewal of a sign specialist's |license,
the sign specialist shall denonstrate the successful conpletion
of a course, approved by the board, concerning any update or
change in applicable sections of the code within 12 nonths after
t he update or change in that code. This requirement applies only
during or after those years that the code is updated or changed.

(4) A licensed naster electrician, journeyman el ectrician, or
apprentice electrician —shakH— is not —be— required to have a

sign specialist's license to performthose work activities.
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