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HOUSE BILL No. 4290

HOUSE BILL No. 4290

February 26, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Julian, Tabor, Vander Veen, Steil, Casperson,
Shackleton, Brandenburg, Bisbee, Palmer and Hummel and referred to the Committee
on Loca Government and Urban Policy.

A bill to anend 1976 PA 388, entitled

"M chi gan canpai gn finance act,"
(MCL 169.201 to 169.282) by adding section 65a.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 65a. (1) This section shall be known and may be cited
as the "candidate accountability |aw'.

(2) A candidate who receives noney fromthe state canpaign
fund and whose nane is eligible to appear on the primary el ection
ball ot shall participate in the public debates required under
this subsection with all other candi dates of the sanme party who
receive noney fromthe state canpai gn fund and whose nanmes are
eligible to appear on the primary election ballot, if any. A
public debate shall be schedul ed in each cal endar nonth begi nni ng
in the nonth in which the nanes of nore than 1 candi date of the

sanme party are eligible to appear on the primary el ection ball ot
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and ending in the nonth i mmedi ately before the nonth in which the
primary election is held. Each public debate shall be held in a
di fferent geographic region of this state. The candi dates
participating in a public debate under this subsection, upon
nmut ual agreenent, shall designate the geographic regions in which
the public debates will be held. |If the candidates are unable to
agree upon the geographic regions, the secretary of state shal
desi gnat e the geographic regions for the public debates.

(3) A candidate who receives noney fromthe state canpaign
fund and whose nane is eligible to appear on the general election
ball ot shall participate in the public debates required under
this subsection with all other candi dates who receive noney from
the state campai gn fund and whose nanes are eligible to appear on
the general election ballot, if any. A public debate shall be
held in each nedia nmarket of this state during the period
beginning in the nonth in which the nanes of nore than
1 candidate are eligible to appear on the general election ball ot
and ending in the nonth i medi ately before the nmonth in which the
general election is held. As used in this subsection, "nedia
market" means all of the foll ow ng:

(a) The market area served by Detroit nedia.

(b) The market area served by Flint nedia.

(c) The market area served by Traverse City nedia.

(d) The market area served by G and Rapi ds nedi a.

(e) The market area served by Lansing nedi a.

(f) The market area served by Al pena nedi a.

(g) The market area served by Marquette nedi a.
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(h) The market area served by nedia covering sout hwest
M chi gan.

(4) A public debate held under this section shall be
schedul ed upon nutual agreenent between all candi dates required
to participate. If the candidates are unable to agree upon a
schedul e of public debates, the secretary of state, after
reasonabl e consi deration of the candidates' schedul es, shal
establish a public debate schedul e.

(5) A public debate held under this section shall be held
under the follow ng circunstances:

(a) A noderator shall be present and shall be a neutra
party. The candidates participating in a public debate under
this section, upon rmutual agreenent, shall designate a noderator
for the public debate. |If the candidates are unable to agree
upon a noderator, the secretary of state shall designate a
noderator for the public debate.

(b) Each candi date shall have equal opportunity to ask any
ot her candidate a question. The responding candi date shall have
2 mnutes to respond to the question, and the candi date who asked
t he question shall have 1 mnute to rebut that response.

(c) Each candi date shall be positioned behind a podi um

(6) A candidate who does not participate in a public debate
required under this section shall return the anount received from
the state canpaign fund for that election. However, a candidate
who is not able to participate in a public debate because he or
she is physically or nmentally unfit or because of other exigent

circunstances that are mutually agreed to by all candidates is
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1 not required to return the noney received fromthe state canpaign

2 fund.
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