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HOUSE BILL No. 5388

December 17, 2003, Introduced by Rep. Bieda and referred to the Committee on Local
Government and Urban Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 662, 672, 674, and 720 (MCL 168. 662,

168. 672, 168.674, and 168.720), section 662 as anmended by 1999 PA
216 and section 674 as anended by 1996 PA 207, and by addi ng
section 720a.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 662. (1) The legislative body in each city, village,
and townshi p shall designate —andpreseribe— the place or places
of hol ding an election, including early voting, if applicable, in
the city, village, or township, and shall provide a suitable
polling place in or for each precinct located in the city,
village, or township for use at each election. Except as
ot herwi se provided in this section, school buildings, fire

stations, police stations, and other publicly owned or controlled
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bui l di ngs shall be used as polling places. |If it is not possible
or convenient to use a publicly owed or controlled building as a
polling place, the |egislative body of the city, township, or
village may use as a polling place a building owed or controlled
by an organi zation that is exenpt fromfederal incone tax
—pursuant—toe— under section 501(c), other than 501(c)(4), (5), or
(6), of the internal revenue code of 1986, or —any— a successor
statute. The legislative body of a city, township, or village
shal | not designate as a polling place a building that is owned
by a person who is a sponsor of a political conmttee or
i ndependent committee. A city, township, or village shall not
use as a polling place a building that does not neet the
requirenents of this section. As used in this subsection,
"sponsor of a political commttee or independent comrittee" neans
a person who is described as being a sponsor under section 24(3)
of the M chigan canpaign finance act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169. 224,
and includes a subsidiary of a corporation or a |ocal of a |abor
organi zation, —whie€h— if the corporation or |abor organization is
consi dered a sponsor under section 24(3) of the M chigan canpaign
finance act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169.224.

(2) The legislative body in each city, village, and township
shal | nmake arrangenents for the use, rental, or erection of
sui tabl e buildings for use as polling places if publicly owned or
controll ed buildings are not avail able, and shall —eause— have
the polling places —to—be— equipped with the necessary facilities
for lighting and with adequate facilities for heat and

ventilation. The |egislative body may establish a central
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polling place or places —for—6precinets—ortess— if it is
possi bl e and convenient for the electors to vote at the centra
polling place. The legislative body may abolish other polling
pl aces not required as a result of the establishnent of a centra
pol ling pl ace.

(3) The legislative body of a city, village, or township may
establish a polling place at a for profit or nonprofit residence
or facility in which 150 persons or nore aged 62 or ol der reside
or at an apartnent building or conplex in which 150 persons or
nore reside. A township board nmay provide polling places |ocated
within the limts of a city that has been incorporated from
territory formerly a part of the township, and the el ectors of
the township may cast their ballots at those polling places.

(4) The legislative body of a city, village, or township
shal | not establish, nove, or abolish a polling place | ess than
60 days before an el ection unless necessary because a polling
pl ace has been danaged, destroyed, or rendered i naccessible or
unusabl e as a polling place.

(5) The legislative body of a city, village, or township
shal |l ensure that a polling place established under this section
conplies with the voting accessibility for the elderly and
handi capped act, Public Law 98-435, 42 U.S.C. 1973ee to
1973ee- 6.

Sec. 672. —At—every— Except as provided in this section for
early voting, at each election, there shall be a board of —at

least—3— not less than 3 election inspectors —ef—eleection-
constituted—as—inthischapter—provided—n—-and— appointed for
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each election precinct. Not less than a majority of the el ection
i nspectors shall be present in the precinct polling place during
the tine the polls are open. If a city, village, or township
provi des early voting, not less than 1 election inspector shal
be appoi nted and present in each polling place during the tine

the polls are open.

Sec. 674. (1) —Netwithstandinganyotherprovisionoftawto
the—econtrary—and-subjeettothisseetion— Except as provided in

section 672, the city and townshi p board of election
commi ssioners and the village board of election conm ssioners for
village el ections only, —at-teast— not |ess than 21 days but not
nore than 40 days before each el ection, —but—+nne—ease— and not
| ess than 5 days before the date set for holding election
i nspector training schools, —efinstruetion,— shall appoint for
each election precinct at |least 3 election inspectors and as nmany
nore as inits opinionis required for the efficient, speedy, and
proper conduct of the election. The board of election
conmi ssioners may appoint as el ection inspector an individual on
the list submtted by a najor political party under section 673a
who is qualified to serve under section 677. An appointnment of
an election inspector under this section is void if a properly
conpl eted application for that election inspector is not on file
inthe clerk's office as prescribed in section 677.

(2) The board of election comm ssioners shall designate 1
appoi nted el ection inspector as chairperson. The board of
el ecti on conm ssioners shall appoint at |east 1 election

i nspector fromeach major political party and shall appoint an
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equal nunber, as nearly as possible, of election inspectors in
each el ection precinct fromeach major political party. The
board of el ection conm ssioners may appoint el ection inspectors
in an election precinct frommnor political parties. Not later
than 2 busi ness days follow ng the appoi ntnent of el ection
i nspectors under subsection (1) for elections in which a federal
or state office appears, the board of el ection comm ssioners
shall notify by certified mail, personal service, or electronic
transm ssi on capabl e of determ ning date of receipt the county
chair of each major political party of the names and politi cal
party affiliations of appointed election inspectors and the
precincts to which those inspectors were appointed. A board of
el ecti on conm ssioners shall not appoint a person as an el ection
i nspector if that person declares a political party preference
for 1 political party but is a known active advocate of another
political party. As used in this section, "a known active
advocate" neans a person who neets 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Is a delegate to the convention or an officer of that
ot her party.

(b) I's affiliated with that party through an el ected or
appoi nted governnment position.

(c) Has nmade docunented public statenents specifically
supporting by name the other political party or its candidates in
t he sane cal endar year as the election for which the appoi ntnment
is being made. As used in this subdivision, "docunented public
statenents" nmeans statenments reported by the news nedia or

witten statenments with a clear and unanbi guous attribution to
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t he applicant.

(3) The county chair of a major political party may chall enge

t he appoi ntnment of an el ection inspector based upon the
qualifications of the election inspector, the legitimcy of the
el ection inspector's political party affiliation, or whether
there is a properly conpleted declaration of political party
affiliation in the application for that election inspector on
file in the clerk's office. The challenge shall be in witing,
specifically identify the reason for the chall enge, and include
—any— avai |l abl e docunentati on supporting the challenge. The
county chair of the political party shall file a challenge under
this subsection with the board of el ection conm ssioners not

| ater than 4 business days follow ng recei pt of the board of

el ecti on conm ssioners' notice of appointed election inspectors
under subsection (2).

(4) Upon recei pt of a challenge under subsection (3), the
board of el ection conm ssioners shall determ ne whether the
appoi ntee has the necessary qualifications by review ng the
application or —any— other official records, such as voter
regi stration records, or whether the applicant has a properly
conpleted certification of political party affiliation in the
application. |If the challenge alleges that the appointee is a
known active advocate of a political party other than the one on
t he appoi ntee's application, the board of election conm ssioners
i mredi ately shall provide the appointee with a copy of the
chal l enge by certified mail, personal service, or electronic

transm ssi on capabl e of determ ning date of receipt. The
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appoi ntee may respond to the challenge within 2 busi ness days
after receiving a copy of the challenge. A response shall be by
—afHdavit— sworn statenent addressing the specific reasons for
the challenge. Failure to respond shall result in revocation of
t he appointnent. Wthin 2 business days after receiving the
chal I enge or a response fromthe appoi ntee, whichever is later,
t he board of election conm ssioners shall nmake a final
determination and notify the appointee and the county chair of
the political party of the determ nation.

(5) If a vacancy occurs in the office of chairperson or in
the office of election inspector before election day, the
chai rperson of the board of election comm ssioners shal
desi gnat e —senme—other— another properly qualified applicant or
el ection inspector as chairperson or —sene—other— anot her
qual ified applicant as election inspector, as applicable, subject
to this section. |[If a vacancy occurs in the office of
chai rperson on el ection day, the remai ning el ection inspectors
shal | designate 1 of the election inspectors as chairperson.

Sec. 720. (1) On the day of —any— an election, the polls
shal | —be-opened— open at 7 —o-¢clockinthefoerenoon— a.m and
shal |l be continuously open until 8 —eeleeck—intheafternoon—and

no—tonger— p.m —Every— Each qualified elector present and in

line at the polls at —the hour—presecribedforthe— closing
—thereoef— tine shall be allowed to vote.

(2) In a jurisdiction conducting early voting under section
720a, the clerk conducting the el ection shall designate the hours

the polls will open and close. The polls shall be open not |ess
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than 4 hours on each early voting day. Not less than 72 hours
before early voting begins, the clerk shall post the hours that
the polls will be open at the clerk's office and at each early
voting polling place. The clerk shall provide notice to electors
of the location of each early voting polling place and the dates
and hours the early voting polling place will be open. The
notice to electors shall substantially conply with the formin
section 653a.

Sec. 720a. (1) If the legislative body of a city, township,
or village approves early voting, a city, township, or village
may provide early voting for an el ection.

(2) In acity, township, or village providing early voting,
the clerk shall designate the date on which early voting shal
begin. Early voting shall begin not nore than 17 days before a
primary, general, or special election and end at 2 p.m on the
Saturday before the election. |If the seventeenth day before an
election falls on a | egal holiday, early voting shall begin on
the next day that is not a legal holiday. |f designated by the
clerk, early voting days shall include Saturday and Sunday.

(3) The secretary of state shall cooperate with a
jurisdiction conducting early voting and provide techni cal
assistance to a jurisdiction requesting technical assistance.

(4) Subject to this section, a jurisdiction conducting early
voting shall follow the provisions of this act regarding all of
t he foll ow ng:

(a) Selection of a polling place.

(b) Election inspectors.
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(c) Challenges to voters.

(d) Poll book and poll list.

(e) Notices, instructions, and placards.

(f) Security of a voting nmachine or other voting system

(g) Ballot security, ballot containers, ballot counting, and
bal | ot preservation.

(5) A poll book and poll list for each precinct shall be
mai ntai ned for early voting in accordance with section 735. The
poll book shall be divided by date and separate records
mai nt ai ned for each day of early voting. The poll book and pol
list may be maintained el ectronically.

(6) Early voting ballots shall be processed in the sane
manner as ballots cast on election day and shall not be counted
until the polls close on el ection day.

(7) Each day of early voting, the chair of the board of
el ection inspectors for each precinct shall sign and include in
the poll book a certification statenment verifying that the nunber

of electors requesting a ballot as determ ned by the poll book

and poll list is the same as the nunber of ballots cast.
(8) "Early voting", as used in this act, nmeans the period of
time before a primary, general, or special election when a

qualified and registered el ector may vote in person at a polling

pl ace designated by the clerk conducting the election.
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