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HOUSE BILL No. 6151

HOUSE BILL No. 6151

September 9, 2004, Introduced by Rep. Kolb and referred to the Committee on Land Use and
Environment.

A Dbill to amend 1986 PA 268, entitled
"Legislative council act,”
(MCL 4.1101 to 4.1901) by adding chapter 7A.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
CHAPTER 7A.
LEG SLATI VE CENTER FOR RURAL M CH GAN OFFI CE.

Sec. 751. (1) The legislative center for rural M chigan
office is created in the legislative council. The council shal
appoint the legislative center for rural M chigan adm nistrator
who shall be in charge of the office. The adm nistrator is an
at-wi || enployee and shall serve at the pleasure of the council

(2) The adm nistrator has all of the follow ng duties and
responsi bilities:

(a) The adm ni strator shall enploy appropriate personnel as

he or she considers appropriate for the adm nistration of the
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office. The adm nistrator shall also make such ot her
expenditures as the council considers necessary, providing that
not nore than 5% of the yearly anmount appropriated to fund the
of fice shall be used for adm nistrative expenses.

(b) The office shall develop and naintain an appropriate base
of know edge and information about rural conditions and needs.
This shall be acconplished through a database. The dat abase
shall include the foll owi ng maj or areas of concern:

(1) Agriculture.

(ii) Econom c devel opment.

(iii) Local governnent capacity and fiscal stress
i ndi cators.

(iv) Transportati on.

(v) Soci odenographi cs.

(vi) Health care and human servi ces.

(vii) Environment and natural resources.

(viii) Educati on.

(ix) Condition of the extant |ocal infrastructure of
M chigan's rural comrunities.

(x) Quality of life in this state.

(c) The office shall develop and operate a grant program and
adm ni ster grants to conduct research on matters related to rura
condi tions and how those conditions affect econom c devel opnent
and the quality of Iife in this state. The role of the office
shall be to facilitate and coordi nate basic and applied research
and service conponents for faculty, staff, and students of the

state institutions of higher education that receive grants under
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this chapter.

(3) The office may receive noney or other assets from any
sour ce.

Sec. 752. (1) The office shall award grants to state
institutions of higher education on a conpetitive basis. A grant
shal | not exceed the sum of $50, 000. 00.

(2) The subject areas of the grant programare as foll ows:

(a) Rural people and conmuniti es.

(b) Econom c devel opnent.

(c) Local government finance and adm nistration

(d) Community services.

(e) Natural resources and environnent.

(f) Educational outreach.

(g) Rural values and social change.

(h) Quality of life in this state.

Sec. 753. As used in this chapter:

(a) "Adm nistrator” means the legislative center for rural
M chi gan admi ni strator appoi nted under section 751.

(b) "Ofice" neans the legislative center for rural M chigan

of fice created under section 751.

(c) "State institutions of higher education" neans
institutions of higher education and comunity and j uni or
col | eges described in sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of article VIl of
the state constitution of 1963.
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