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HOUSE BILL No. 6216

HOUSE BILL No. 6216

September 22, 2004, Introduced by Rep. Ward and referred to the Committee on Local
Government and Urban Policy.

A Dbill to amend 2003 PA 238, entitled
"M chi gan notary public act,"”
by amendi ng section 31 (MCL 55.291).

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 31. (1) A notary public shall not certify or notarize
that a record is either of the foll ow ng:

(a) An original.

(b) A true copy of another record.

(2) A notary public shall not do any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Performa notarial act upon any record executed by
hi nsel f or herself.

(b) Notarize his or her own signature.

(c) Take his or her own deposition or affidavit.

(3) Anotary public shall not claimto have powers,

qualifications, rights, or privileges that the office of notary
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does not provide, including the power to counsel on immgration
matters.

(4) A notary public shall not, in any docunent,
advertisenent, stationery, |etterhead, business card, or other
conparable witten material describing the role of the notary
public, literally translate fromEnglish into another |anguage
ternms or titles including, but not limted to, notary public,
notary, licensed, attorney, |awer, or any other termthat
inplies the person is an attorney.

(5) A notary public who is not a |icensed attorney and who
advertises notarial services in a |anguage other than English
shal |l include in the docunent, advertisenent, stationery,
| etterhead, business card, or other conparable witten materia
the followi ng, prom nently displayed in the same | anguage:

(a) The statenent: "I amnot an attorney and have no
authority to give advice on immgration or other legal matters".
(b) The fees for notarial acts as specified by statute.

(6) A notary public may not use the term "notario publico” or
any equival ent non-English termin any business card,
advertisenent, notice, or sign.

(7) Anotary public shall not performany notarial act in
connection with a transaction if the notary public has a conflict
of interest. As used in this subsection, "conflict of interest”
means either or both of the follow ng:

(a) The notary public has a direct financial or beneficial
interest, other than the notary public fee, in the transaction.

(b) The notary public is naned, individually, as a grantor,
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grantee, nortgagor, nortgagee, trustor, trustee, beneficiary,
vendor, vendee, |essor, or |lessee or as a party in sone other

capacity to the transaction.

(8) 99— A notary public shall not performany notarial act
on a record that contains a blank space.

(9) 326)— A notary public who is a stockhol der, director,
of ficer, or enployee of a bank or other corporation nay take the
acknow edgnment of a party to a record executed to or by the
corporation, or to admnister an oath to any other stockhol der,
director, officer, enployee, or agent of the corporation. A
notary public shall not take the acknow edgnent of a record by or
to a bank or other corporation of which he or she is a
st ockhol der, director, officer, or enployee, under circunstances
where the notary public is naned as a party to the record, either
individually or as a representative of the bank or other
corporation and the notary public is individually a party to the
record.

(10) 23— For purposes of subsection (7), a notary public
has no direct financial or beneficial interest in a transaction
where the notary public acts in the capacity of an agent,
enpl oyee, insurer, attorney, escrow, or |ender for a person
having a direct financial or beneficial interest in the

transacti on.
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