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SENATE BILL No. 372

SENATE BILL No. 372

April 3, 2003, Introduced by Senators BIRKHOLZ, GOSCHKA, PATTERSON and
HARDIMAN and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental
Affairs.

A Dbill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
(MCL 324.101 to 324.90106) by adding part 360.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 360. ADOPT- A- WATERSHED PROGRAM

Sec. 36001. As used in this part:

(a) "Departnent" neans the departnent of environnental
quality acting in conjunction with the departnent of natural

resour ces.

(b) "Progrant means the adopt-a-watershed program provi ded

for in section 36003.

(c) "Watershed" neans that part of the drainage area of a

body of water located within this state.

Sec. 36002. It is the intent of the legislature to do both

of the follow ng:
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(a) Encourage a watershed managenent approach in caring for
the water resources of the state. Since watersheds are
del i neat ed based on natural hydrol ogy, sources of pollution
sel dom affect only 1 body of water. Shifting the focus to
wat er shed nmanagenent provides a stable foundation for confronting
the source of persistent water quality issues.

(b) Encourage the meani ngful involvenent of the public in
protection and restoration efforts. A watershed approach
encour ages regi onal awareness and support for protection of water
resources, while stream ining the workload and saving tine and
noney.

Sec. 36003. (1) The departnent shall adm nister a program
entitled the adopt-a-watershed program

(2) The program shall include public informationa

activities, but shall be directed primarily toward both of the

fol | ow ng:
(a) Encouraging and facilitating the involvenent of vol unteer
groups in protecting bodies of water through watershed-based

cl eanup, pollution prevention, and conservation activities.
(b) Assisting volunteer groups in selecting a specific
wat ershed in which to conduct the activities specified in
subdi vision (a).
(3) The department nmay enter into agreenents with a vol unteer

groups to inplenent the program An agreenent with a vol unteer

group shall identify the watershed and describe the
responsibilities of the volunteer group, which shall include, but
need not be limted to, all of the follow ng:
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(a) deanup, pollution prevention, and conservation
activities in the watershed.

(b) Programs, sem nars, and other educational and pronotiona
activities.

(c) Environnental testing and nonitoring activities in the
wat er shed

(d) Fund-rai sing.

Sec. 36004. In inplenenting this part, the departnent my
provide all of the followi ng to vol unteer groups:

(a) Funding.

(b) Support personnel.

(c) Environnental testing and nonitoring equi pnent.

(d) Signs identifying the watershed and vol unt eer group.

(e) Educational and pronotional material.

Sec. 36005. (1) The departnent shall provide vol unteer
groups conducting activities under this part with data
i nformati on sheets and shall request that the vol unteer groups

record on the data information sheets informati on concerning the

fol | ow ng:
(a) The specific |location of the watershed.
(b) WIidlife in the watershed.
(c) Their environnental testing and nmonitoring activities.
(d) Their cleanup, pollution prevention, and conservation
activities.

(e) Information that nay assist the departnent in
adm ni stering the program

(2) The departnent shall conpile information obtained from
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the data information sheets received under subsection (1) and
shall include this information in the report prepared under
section 36006.

Sec. 36006. The department shall annually prepare a report
on the inplenmentation and progress of the program The
departnent shall provide the governor, senate, and house of
representatives with a copy of the report, post the report on
website, and rmake copies of the report available to the public
upon request.

Sec. 36007. The departnent may pronulgate rules to

i npl enent this part.
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