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SENATE BILL No. 558

June 5, 2003, Introduced by Senators HARDIMAN, BASHAM, PATTERSON, BROWN,
JELINEK, CASSIS, GEORGE, VAN WOERKOM, BIRKHOLZ, SWITALSKI,
BERNERO, SANBORN, STAMAS and KUIPERS and referred to the Committee on
Commerce and Labor.

A bill to anmend 1976 PA 388, entitled
"M chi gan canpai gn finance act,"
by amendi ng section 6 (MCL 169. 206), as anmended by 1995 PA 264,
and by addi ng section 48.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 6. (1) "Expenditure" neans a paynent, donation, |oan,
or prom se of paynent of noney or anything of ascertainable
nonetary val ue for goods, materials, services, or facilities in
assi stance of, or in opposition to, the nom nation or election of
a candidate, or the qualification, passage, or defeat of a ballot
guestion. Expenditure includes but is not limted to any of the

fol | ow ng:

(a) A contribution or a transfer of anything of ascertainable

nmonet ary val ue for purposes of influencing the nom nation or

el ection of a candidate or the qualification, passage, or defeat
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of a ballot question.

(b) Except as —etherwise— provided in subsection (2)(f) or
(g), an expenditure for voter registration or get-out-the-vote
activities nade by a person who sponsors or finances the activity
or who is identified by name with the activity.

(c) Except as —eotherwise— provided in subsection (2)(f) or
(g), an expenditure nade for poll watchers, challengers,
distribution of election day literature, canvassing of voters to
get out the vote, or transporting voters to the polls.

(d) Except as provided in subsection (2)(a), (b), or (c), an
expendi ture made for an automated tel ephonic comruni cation to an
el ector regarding a candidate or a ballot question.

(2) Expenditure does not include any of the foll ow ng:

(a) An expenditure for conmunication by a person with the
person's pai d nmenbers or sharehol ders and those individuals who
can be solicited for contributions to a separate segregated fund
under section 55.

(b) An expenditure for conmunication on a subject or issue if
t he comruni cati on does not support or oppose a ballot question or
candi date by nane or clear inference.

(c) An expenditure for the establishnent, adm nistration, or
solicitation of contributions to a separate segregated fund or
i ndependent comittee.

(d) An expenditure by a broadcasting station, newspaper,
magazi ne, or other periodical or publication for a news story,
comentary, or editorial in support of or opposition to a

candi date for elective office or a ballot question in the regul ar
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course of publication or broadcasting.

(e) An offer or tender of an expenditure if expressly and
unconditionally rejected or returned.

(f) An expenditure for nonpartisan voter registration or
nonparti san get-out-the-vote activities nade by an organi zation
that is exenpt fromfederal incone tax pursuant to section
501(c)(3) of the internal revenue code of 1986, 26 U. S.C 501, or
any successor statute.

(g) An expenditure for nonpartisan voter registration or
nonparti san get-out-the-vote activities performed pursuant to
sections 491 to 524 of the Mchigan election | aw, —Act—No—2116—o6f
tHhrePublteActs ot 1954 berngsecttons—168491 o 168524 o the
M-chi-gan—Conpited—taws— 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.491 to 168.524, by
the secretary of state and other registration officials who are
identified by name with the activity.

Sec. 48. (1) Except for an automated tel ephonic
communi cati on by or in behalf of an individual acting
i ndependently and not as an agent for a candidate or a committee,
an aut onat ed tel ephonic comruni cation to an el ector that rel ates
to an el ection, a candidate, or a ballot question shall clearly
state the identity of the person paying for the conmunicati on.
| f the conmuni cati on described in this subsection relates to a
candidate and is an i ndependent expenditure not authorized in
witing by a candidate's candidate conmttee, the comrunication
shall clearly state the follow ng disclainmer: "Not authorized by
a candidate commttee". If the comunication described in this

subsection relates to a candidate and is not an independent
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expenditure, but is paid for by a person other than the candi date
to whomit is related, the comunication shall clearly state the
foll owing disclainmer: "Authorized by (nane of candi date or nane
of candidate committee)".

(2) A person that is not a conmmttee that makes a
comuni cation described in subsection (1) for a candidate or a
committee shall provide all of the following information to the
secretary of state:

(a) The identity of the person

(b) The address and tel ephone nunber where the person can be
contacted during ordinary business hours.

(c) The name of each candidate or conmmttee for which the

person has made a conmuni cation to which this subsection

applies.
(3) For each nonth in which a person makes a communi cation to
whi ch subsection (2) applies, the person shall provide the

informati on required by subsection (2) to the secretary of state
on or before the fifteenth day of the foll ow ng nonth.

(4) The secretary of state shall nmake the information
provi ded under this section available to the public.

(5) A person who knowi ngly violates this section is guilty of

a m sdeneanor puni shable by a fine of not nore than $1, 000. 00.
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