SENATE BILL No. 778
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SB-0778, As Passed House, Decenber 7, 2005

SENATE BILL No. 778

September 27, 2005, Introduced by Senators BIRKHOLZ, BRATER, JACOBS, HARDIMAN and
ALLEN and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
by amendi ng section 2521 (MCL 324.2521), as added by 1999 PA 195.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 2521. (1) The departnment of environnental quality, in
conjunction with the departnment of natural resources, shal
biennially prepare a report that assesses the status of and trends
related to the overall state of the natural environnent in
M chi gan. The report shall be based upon environnental indicators
identified by the departnments of environnental quality and natural
resources and upon data obtained through sound scientific
nmet hodol ogi es and processes. The report shall be submitted to the

governor, to the standing committees of the legislature with
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Senate Bill No. 778 as anended Decenber 7, 2005
jurisdiction over issues primarily related to natural resources and

the environment, and to the senate and house appropriations

subcomm ttees on environnental quality and natural resources. [Fhe
First report shall be submtted not later than Cctober 1. 2001, and
subsotroen—oogore—sanlbbe subeipled ol lolbor thon—Colabaer—1
every—other—year— THE REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED NOT LATER THAN OCTOBER
1, 2008 AND EVERY THI RD YEAR THEREAFTER.] The reports shall al so be nade
avai l able to the

public electronically and, upon request, in paper fornmat.

(2) The departnments of environnental quality and natural
resources shall nonitor efforts undergoing in other states and
nationally to establish uniformty anong environnental indicators
t hat m ght be included within the report.

(3) Al state agencies shall cooperate with the departnents of
environnental quality and natural resources in carrying out their
responsibilities under this section.

(4) As used in this section, "environmental indicator” neans a
nmeasure of the state of the natural environnent that can be derived
fromenpirical data. The departnment shall use the nost recent data
avai lable. If relevant data is not avail able, the departnent shal
include in the report recommendations for gathering data in the

future
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