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HOUSE BILL No. 4261

February 10, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Bieda, Condino, Gleason, Gillard, Wojno, Vagnozzi,
Hunter, Ward, Lipsey, Kolb, Alma Smith, Leland and Anderson and referred to the
Committee on House Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan el ection | aw, "
by anmendi ng sections 662, 672, 674, and 720 (MCL 168. 662, 168.672,
168. 674, and 168.720), section 662 as anended by 2004 PA 92 and
section 674 as anended by 1996 PA 207, and by addi ng section 720a.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 662. (1) The legislative body in each city, village, and
townshi p shall desi gnate —and-prescribe— the place or places of
hol ding an el ection, I NCLUDI NG EARLY VOTING | F APPLI CABLE, for a
city, village, or township election, and shall provide a suitable
polling place in or for each precinct located in the city, village,
or township for use at each el ection. Except as otherw se provided

in this section, school buildings, fire stations, police stations,
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and ot her publicly owned or controlled buildings shall be used as
polling places. If it is not possible or convenient to use a
publicly owed or controlled building as a polling place, the
| egi sl ative body of the city, township, or village may use as a
polling place a building owed or controlled by an organi zation
that is exenpt fromfederal incone tax as provided by section
501(c), other than SECTION 501(c)(4), (5), or (6), of the internal
revenue code of 1986, 26 USC 501, or —anRy— A successor statute. The
| egi sl ative body of a city, township, or village shall not
designate as a polling place a building that is owed by a person
who is a sponsor of a political commttee or independent conmttee.
A city, township, or village shall not use as a polling place a
buil di ng that does not neet the requirenments of this section. As
used in this subsection, "sponsor of a political commttee or
i ndependent comm ttee" neans a person who is described as being a
sponsor under section 24(3) of the M chigan canpai gn finance act,
1976 PA 388, MCL 169.224, and includes a subsidiary of a
corporation or a local of a |abor organization, if the corporation
or | abor organization is considered a sponsor under section 24(3)
of the M chigan canpaign finance act, 1976 PA 388, MCL 169. 224.

(2) The legislative body in each city, village, and township
shal | nmake arrangenents for the USE, rental, or erection of
sui tabl e buildings for use as polling places if publicly owned or
controll ed buildings are not avail able, and shall have the polling
pl aces equi pped with the necessary facilities for lighting and with

adequate facilities for heat and ventilation. The |egislative body

may establish a central polling place or places —for—6precinets—or
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less— if it is possible and convenient for the electors to vote at
the central polling place. The |legislative body nmay abolish ot her
polling places not required as a result of the establishnent of a
central polling place.

(3) The legislative body of a city, village, or township may
establish a polling place at a for profit or nonprofit residence or
facility in which 150 persons or nore aged 62 or older reside or at
an apartment building or conplex in which 150 persons or nore
reside. A township board may provide polling places |ocated within
the limts of a city that has been incorporated fromterritory
formerly a part of the township, and the electors of the township
may cast their ballots at those polling places. If 2 contiguous
t ownships utilize a conbined township hall or other publicly owned
or controlled building wwthin 1 of the township's boundaries and
outside of the other township's boundaries, and there is not
anot her publicly owned or controlled building or a building owed
or controlled by an organi zation that is exenpt from federal incone
tax, as provided by section 501(c), other than 501(c)(4), (5), or
(6), of the internal revenue code of 1986, 26 USC 501, avail able or
suitable for a polling place within the other township, then each
townshi p board may provide a polling place in that publicly owned
buil ding for 1 or nore el ection precinct.

(4) The legislative body of a city, village, or township shal
not establish, nove, or abolish a polling place | ess than 60 days
before an el ection unl ess necessary because a polling place has
been damaged, destroyed, or rendered inaccessible or unusable as a

pol ling pl ace.
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(5) The legislative body of a city, village, or township shal
ensure that a polling place established under this section is
accessible and conplies with the voting accessibility for the
el derly and handi capped act and the hel p Anerica vote act of 2002.

(6) As used in this section, "accessible" neans the renoval or
nodi fication of policies, practices, and procedures that deny an
individual with a disability the opportunity to vote, including the
renoval of physical barriers as identified in section 261(b) of the
hel p Arerica vote act of 2002, 42 USC 15421, so as to ensure
individuals with disabilities the opportunity to participate in
elections in this state.

Sec. 672. —-At—every— EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN TH S SECTI ON FOR
EARLY VOTI NG AT EACH el ection, there shall be a board of —atteast
3— NOT LESS THAN 3 ELECTI ON i nspect ors —ef—eleection—constitutedas
HA—this—echapter—provided,—in—-and— APPO NTED for each el ection
precinct. Not less than a majority of the ELECTION i nspectors shal
be present in the precinct polling place during the tine the polls
are open. IF A CTY, VILLAGE, OR TOANSH P PROVI DES EARLY VOTI NG
NOT LESS THAN 1 ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR SHALL BE APPO NTED AND PRESENT
I N EACH POLLI NG PLACE DURI NG THE TI ME THE POLLS ARE OPEN

Sec. 674. (1) —Netwithstandinganyother—provisionofttawte
the—contrary—and-subjecttothissection— EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N

SECTI ON 672, the city and townshi p board of el ection comm ssioners
and the village board of election conm ssioners for village

el ections only, —atteast— NOT LESS THAN 21 days but not nore than
40 days before each el ection, —but+n-no—ecase— AND NOT |ess than 5
days before the date set for hol ding ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR TRAI NI NG
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school s, —ef—instruetion— shall appoint for each el ection precinct
at least 3 election inspectors and as nmany nore as in its opinion
is required for the efficient, speedy, and proper conduct of the

el ection. The board of election comr ssioners nay appoi nt as

el ection inspector an individual on the |ist subnmtted by a mgjor
political party under section 673a who is qualified to serve under
section 677. An appoi ntrrent of an el ection inspector under this
section is void if a properly conpleted application for that

el ection inspector is not on file in the clerk's office as
prescribed in section 677.

(2) The board of election conm ssioners shall designate 1
appoi nted el ection inspector as chairperson. The board of election
commi ssioners shall appoint at least 1 election inspector from each
maj or political party and shall appoint an equal nunber, as nearly
as possible, of election inspectors in each el ection precinct from
each nmajor political party. The board of election conm ssioners may
appoint el ection inspectors in an el ection precinct from m nor
political parties. Not |ater than 2 business days follow ng the
appoi ntnent of election inspectors under subsection (1) for
el ections in which a federal or state office appears, the board of
el ecti on conm ssioners shall notify by certified mail, personal
service, or electronic transm ssion capable of determ ning date of
recei pt the county chair of each nmajor political party of the nanes
and political party affiliations of appointed election inspectors
and the precincts to which those inspectors were appointed. A board
of election comm ssioners shall not appoint a person as an el ection

i nspector if that person declares a political party preference for
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1 political party but is a known active advocate of another
political party. As used in this section, "a known active advocate"
means a person who neets 1 or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) Is a delegate to the convention or an officer of that
ot her party.

(b) I's affiliated with that party through an el ected or
appoi nted governnent position.

(c) Has nmade docunented public statenents specifically
supporting by nanme the other political party or its candidates in
t he sane cal endar year as the election for which the appointnent is
bei ng made. As used in this subdivision, "documented public
statenents” neans statenments reported by the news nedia or witten
statenments with a clear and unanbi guous attribution to the
appl i cant.

(3) The county chair of a major political party may chall enge
t he appoi ntnent of an el ection inspector based upon the
qualifications of the election inspector, the legitimcy of the
el ection inspector's political party affiliation, or whether there
is a properly conpleted declaration of political party affiliation
in the application for that election inspector on file in the
clerk's office. The challenge shall be in witing, specifically
identify the reason for the challenge, and include —any— avail abl e
docunent ati on supporting the challenge. The county chair of the
political party shall file a challenge under this subsection with
t he board of election conm ssioners not later than 4 busi ness days
foll owi ng receipt of the board of el ection conm ssioners' notice of

appoi nted el ection inspectors under subsection (2).
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(4) Upon recei pt of a challenge under subsection (3), the
board of election conm ssioners shall determ ne —whether— IF the
appoi ntee has the necessary qualifications by review ng the
application or —any— other official records, such as voter
regi stration records, or —whether— |F the applicant has a properly
conpleted certification of political party affiliation in the
application. If the challenge alleges that the appointee is a known
active advocate of a political party other than the one on the
appointee's application, the board of el ection comm ssioners
i mredi ately shall provide the appointee with a copy of the
chal l enge by certified mail, personal service, or electronic
transm ssi on capabl e of determ ning date of receipt. The appointee
may respond to the challenge within 2 business days after receiving
a copy of the challenge. A response shall be by —affidavit— SWORN
STATEMENT addressing the specific reasons for the chall enge.
Failure to respond shall result in revocation of the appointnment.
Wthin 2 business days after receiving the challenge or a response
fromthe appoi ntee, whichever is later, the board of election
conmmi ssioners shall nmake a final determ nation and notify the
appoi ntee and the county chair of the political party of the
det erm nati on.

(5) If a vacancy occurs in the office of chairperson or in the
of fice of election inspector before election day, the chairperson
of the board of election comm ssioners shall designate —sere—other
ANOTHER properly qualified applicant or election inspector as
chai rperson or —sewe—other— ANOTHER qualified applicant as el ection

i nspector, as applicable, subject to this section. If a vacancy
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occurs in the office of chairperson on election day, the remaining
el ection inspectors shall designate 1 of the ELECTION i nspectors as
chai r per son.

Sec. 720. (1) On the day of —any— AN election, the polls shal
be-opened— OPEN at 7 —e-¢lock—inthe forenoon,— A M and shall be

continuously open until 8 —eelock—intheafternoon—andnotlonger
P.M —Every— EACH qualified elector present and in line at the

polls at —the-hour—prescribedforthe— closing —thereef— TI ME shal
be allowed to vote.

(2) I'N A JURI SDI CTI ON CONDUCTI NG EARLY VOTI NG UNDER SECTI ON
720A, THE CLERK CONDUCTI NG THE ELECTI ON SHALL DESI GNATE THE HOURS
THE POLLS WLL OPEN AND CLOSE. THE POLLS SHALL BE OPEN NOT LESS
THAN 4 HOURS ON EACH EARLY VOTI NG DAY. NOT LESS THAN 72 HOURS
BEFORE EARLY VOTI NG BEG NS, THE CLERK SHALL POST THE HOURS THAT THE
POLLS WLL BE OPEN AT THE CLERK' S OFFI CE AND AT EACH EARLY VOTI NG
POLLI NG PLACE. THE CLERK SHALL PROVI DE NOTI CE TO ELECTORS OF THE
LOCATI ON OF EACH EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACE AND THE DATES AND HOURS
THE EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACE WLL BE OPEN. THE NOTI CE TO ELECTORS
SHALL SUBSTANTI ALLY COMPLY WTH THE FORM I N SECTI ON 653A.

SEC. 720A. (1) IF THE LEQ SLATI VE BODY OF A G TY, TOMWNSH P, OR
VI LLAGE APPROVES EARLY VOTING A CTY, TOMSH P, OR VILLAGE MAY
PROVI DE EARLY VOTI NG FOR AN ELECTI ON.

(2) INACTY, TOMWWSH P, OR VI LLAGE PROVI DI NG EARLY VOTI NG,
THE CLERK SHALL DESI GNATE THE DATE ON WHI CH EARLY VOTI NG SHALL
BEG N. EARLY VOTI NG SHALL BEAG N NOT MORE THAN 17 DAYS BEFORE A
PRI MARY, GENERAL, OR SPECI AL ELECTION AND END AT 2 P.M ON THE
SATURDAY BEFORE THE ELECTI ON. | F THE SEVENTEENTH DAY BEFCORE AN
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ELECTI ON FALLS ON A LEGAL HOLI DAY, EARLY VOTI NG SHALL BEG N ON THE
NEXT DAY THAT IS NOT A LEGAL HOLIDAY. |F DESI GNATED BY THE CLERK,
EARLY VOTI NG DAYS SHALL | NCLUDE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY.

(3) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL COOPERATE W TH A JURI SDI CTI ON
CONDUCTI NG EARLY VOTI NG AND PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO A
JURI SDI CTI ON REQUESTI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE.

(4) SUBJECT TO THI'S SECTION, A JURI SDI CTI ON CONDUCTI NG EARLY
VOTI NG SHALL FOLLOW THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI'S ACT REGARDI NG ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) SELECTION OF A POLLI NG PLACE.

(B) ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS.

(C) CHALLENGES TO VOTERS.

(D) POLL BOOK AND POLL LI ST.

(E) NOTI CES, | NSTRUCTI ONS, AND PLACARDS.

(F) SECURI TY OF A VOTI NG MACHI NE OR OTHER VOTI NG SYSTEM

(G BALLOT SECURI TY, BALLOT CONTAI NERS, BALLOT COUNTI NG, AND
BALLOT PRESERVATI ON.

(5) A POLL BOOK AND POLL LI ST FOR EACH PRECI NCT SHALL BE
MAI NTAI NED FOR EARLY VOTI NG | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 735. THE
POLL BOOK SHALL BE DI VI DED BY DATE AND SEPARATE RECORDS MAI NTAI NED
FOR EACH DAY OF EARLY VOTING THE POLL BOOK AND POLL LI ST MAY BE
MAI NTAI NED ELECTRONI CALLY.

(6) EARLY VOTI NG BALLOTS SHALL BE PROCESSED | N THE SAME MANNER
AS BALLOTS CAST ON ELECTI ON DAY AND SHALL NOT BE COUNTED UNTIL THE
POLLS CLOSE ON ELECTI ON DAY.

(7) EACH DAY OF EARLY VOTING THE CHAI R OF THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS FOR EACH PRECI NCT SHALL SI GN AND | NCLUDE I N THE
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POLL BOOK A CERTI FI CATI ON STATEMENT VERI FYI NG THAT THE NUMBER OF
ELECTORS REQUESTI NG A BALLOT AS DETERM NED BY THE POLL BOOK AND
POLL LIST IS THE SAME AS THE NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST.

(8) "EARLY VOTING', AS USED IN THI S ACT, MEANS A PROGRAM THAT
PERM TS A QUALI FI ED AND REG STERED ELECTOR TO VOTE I N PERSON AT A
POLLI NG PLACE DESI GNATED BY THE CLERK CONDUCTI NG THE ELECTI ON
DURI NG A PERI OD OF TI ME BEFORE THE DATE OF A PRI MARY, GENERAL, OR
SPECI AL ELECTI ON.
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