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HOUSE BILL No. 5392

November 1, 2005, Introduced by Reps. Kolb, Spade, Accavitti, Tobocman, Cushingberry,
Plakas, Kathleen Law, Bieda, Gillard, Brown, Meisner, Sheltrown and Sak and referred to
the Committee on Energy and Technology.

A bill to establish an accessible electronic information
service programfor blind and disabled individuals; to prescribe
the powers and duties of certain departnents, conmm ssions, and
t el ecommuni cations providers in relation to that program and to
i npose a surcharge on tel ecormuni cations access |ines.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the

"accessible electronic information act”.

Sec. 3. As used in this act:

(a) "Accessible electronic information" neans news and ot her

timely information, including newspapers, delivered through high-
speed conputers and tel ecomruni cati on technology in a form

appropriate for use by blind and di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s.

(b) "Blind and di sabl ed i ndividual s neans those i ndividuals
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who neet the eligibility requirements for library |oan services
under former 36 CFR 701.10(b) (2003).

(c) "Departnent” neans the departnent of |abor and econom c
growth, comm ssion for the blind.

(d) "Progrant nmeans the accessible electronic information
service programcreated in section 5.

Sec. 5. (1) The accessible electronic information service
programis created under the auspices of the departnent.

(2) The programshall do all of the foll ow ng

(a) Provide intrastate service to blind and di sabl ed persons
that allows themto receive accessible electronic information by
means of a touch-tone tel ephone, conputer, or other electronic
means.

(b) Provide for internet registration for blind and di sabl ed
i ndi vi dual s who choose to participate in the program

(c) Make maxi num use of state, federal, and other sources of
funds that are available to pronote accessible electronic
i nformation, including seeking grants and in-kind support, and by
securing |l owcost interstate telecomunications rates or

r ei nbur sements.

Sec. 7. The departnent shall oversee the program which may be

adm ni stered under a contract with a nonprofit entity. Any contract
for programadm nistration shall be let through the state
conpetitive bidding process and may provide a preference for an
entity that has previously provided accessible electronic

i nformation services to blind and di sabled individuals in this

state or that has the existing technol ogical infrastructure to
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provi de accessible electronic infornmation.

Sec. 9. The entity admnistering the programshall submt an
annual report to the |legislative subconmttee that has jurisdiction
over appropriations to the departnment by Cctober 1 of each year.
The annual report shall include all of the follow ng:

(a) A description of the accessible electronic information
servi ces provided.

(b) An accounting of any noney received or expended.

(c) The nunber of blind and disabl ed individual s accessing
each type of service

(d) The frequency with which each type of service was
accessed.

(e) Recommendations for inprovenents in the program

Sec. 11. (1) The public service comr ssion may inpose a
surcharge of up to $0.01 per access |line per nonth on custoners of
t el econmuni cation providers of basic |ocal exchange service as
those terns are defined in section 102 of the M chigan
t el ecommuni cati ons act, 1991 PA 179, MCL 484.2102, to support the
pr ogr am

(2) Each year after consultation with any entity that
adm ni sters the program and the departnent, the public service
comm ssion shall determ ne the anpbunt of noney reasonably needed to
operate the programfor the year. The public service comi ssion
shal | establish the surcharge for the succeedi ng year in an anount
expected to produce revenue equal to the anticipated cost of the
pr ogr am

(3) Tel ecommuni cation providers of basic | ocal exchange
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1 service shall remt the noney generated by the surcharge to the
2 state treasurer for deposit into an account in the state treasury

3 designated for receipt of the surcharge inposed under this act.
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