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HOUSE BILL No. 5642

February 7, 2006, Introduced by Rep. Sak and referred to the Committee on House
Oversight, Elections, and Ethics.

A Dbill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chi gan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng section 931 (MCL 168.931), as anmended by 1996 PA 583.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 931. (1) A person who violates 1 or nore of the follow ng
subdivisions is guilty of a m sdeneanor:

(a) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly, give,
| end, or prom se val uable consideration, to or for —anRy— A person,
as an inducenent to influence the manner of voting by a person
relative to a candidate or ballot question, or as a reward for
refraining fromvoting.

(b) A person shall not, either before, on, or after an

el ection, for the person's own benefit or on behal f of —anyether
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ANOTHER person, receive, agree TO RECEI VE, or contract for val uable
consideration for 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(1) Voting or agreeing to vote, or inducing or attenpting to
i nduce another to vote, at an el ection.

(i) Refraining or agreeing to refrain, or inducing or
attenpting to induce another to refrain, fromvoting at an
el ection.

(iii) Doing anything prohibited by this act.

(iv) Both distributing absent voter ballot applications to
voters and receiving signed applications fromvoters for delivery
to the appropriate clerk or assistant of the clerk. This
subpar agraph does not apply to an authorized election official.

(c) A person shall not solicit —any— val uabl e consi deration
froma candidate for nom nation for, or election to, an office
described in this act. This subdivision does not apply to requests
for contributions of noney by or to an authorized representative of
the political party conmttee of the organization to which the
candi dat e bel ongs. This subdivi sion does not apply to a regul ar
busi ness transacti on between a candi date and —any—ether— ANOTHER
person that is not intended for, or connected with, the securing of
votes or the influencing of voters in connection with the
nom nati on or el ection.

(d) A person shall not, either directly or indirectly,

di scharge or threaten to di scharge an enpl oyee of the person for
t he purpose of influencing the enployee's vote at an el ection.
(e) A priest, pastor, curate, or other officer of a religious

soci ety shall not for the purpose of influencing a voter at an
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el ection, inpose or threaten to i npose upon the voter a penalty of
excomuni cation, dismssal, or expulsion, or cormand or advise the
voter, under pain of religious disapproval.

(f) A person shall not hire a notor vehicle or other
conveyance or cause the sanme to be done, for conveying voters,
ot her than voters physically unable to walk, to an el ection.

(g) In acity, township, village, or school district that has
a board of election conm ssioners authorized to appoint inspectors
of election, an inspector of election, a clerk, or other election
of ficial who accepts an appoi ntnment as an inspector of election
shall not fail to report at the polling place designated on
el ection norning at the tine specified by the board of election
comm ssi oners, unless excused as provided in this subdivision. A
person who violates this subdivision is guilty of a m sdeneanor,
puni shabl e by a fine of not nore than $10.00 or inprisonment for
not nore than 10 days, or both. An inspector of election, clerk, or
ot her election official who accepts an appoi ntnent as an inspector
of election is excused for failing to report at the polling place
on election day and is not subject to a fine or inprisonnent under
this subdivision if 1 or nore of the follow ng requirenments are
nmet :

(i) The inspector of election, clerk, or other election
official notifies the board of election conmm ssioners or other
officers in charge of elections of his or her inability to serve at
the tine and place specified, 3 days or nore before the el ection

(if) The inspector of election, clerk, or other election

official is excused fromduty by the board of election
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commi ssioners or other officers in charge of elections for cause
shown.

(h) A person shall not willfully fail to performa duty
i mposed upon that person by this act, or disobey a | awf ul
instruction or order of the secretary of state as chief state
el ection officer or of a board of county el ection conm ssioners,
board of city election conm ssioners, or board of inspectors of
el ection.

(1) A delegate or nmenmber of a convention shall not solicit a
candi date for nom nation before the convention for noney, reward,
position, place, prefernent, or other valuable consideration in
return for support by the del egate or nenber in the convention. A
candi date or other person shall not prom se or give to a del egate
noney, reward, position, place, prefernent, or other valuable
consideration in return for support by or vote of the delegate in
t he conventi on.

(j) A person elected to the office of delegate to a convention
shal | not accept or receive —any— noney or other val uable
consideration for his or her vote as a del egate.

(k) A person shall not, while the polls are open on an
el ection day, solicit votes in a polling place or within 100 feet
froman entrance to the building in which a polling place is
| ocat ed.

() A person shall not keep a roomor building for the purpose,
in whole or in part, of recording or registering bets or wagers, or
of selling pools, upon the result of a political nom nation,

appoi ntnent, or election. A person shall not wager property, noney,
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or ANY OTHER t hing of value, or be the custodi an of noney,
property, or ANY OTHER thing of value, staked, wagered, or pledged
upon the result of a political nom nation, appointnent, or

el ecti on.

(m A person shall not participate in a neeting or a portion
of a neeting of nore than 2 persons, other than the person's
i mediate famly, at which an absent voter ballot is voted.

(n) A person, other than an authorized election official,
shall not, either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or prom se
any— val uabl e consideration to or for a person to induce that
person to both distribute absent voter ballot applications to
voters and receive signed absent voter ballot applications from
voters for delivery to the appropriate clerk.

(O A PERSON SHALL NOT CONTRACT FOR, PAY OR RECEI VE PAYMENT
FOR, TAKE STEPS TO MAKE OR BRI NG ABOUT, OR OTHERW SE UNDERTAKE TO
MAKE OR BRI NG ABOUT AUTOVATED TELEPHONE CALLS SUPPORTI NG OR
OPPOSI NG A CANDI DATE FOR NOM NATI ON FOR OR ELECTI ON TO PUBLI C
OFFI CE

(2) A person who violates a provision of this act for which a

penalty is not otherwi se specifically provided in this act — is

guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(3) A person or a person's agent who know ngly mekes,
publ i shes, dissem nates, circulates, or places before the public,
or know ngly causes directly or indirectly to be made, publi shed,
di ssem nated, circulated, or placed before the public, in this
state, either orally or in witing, an assertion, representation

or statenment of fact concerning a candidate for public office at an
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el ection in this state, that is fal se, deceptive, scurrilous, or
mal i ci ous, without the true name of the author being subscribed to
the assertion, representation, or statenent if witten, or
announced if unwitten, is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

(4) As used in this section, "val uabl e consi deration”
includes, but is not Iimted to, noney, property, a gift, a prize
or chance for a prize, a fee, a loan, an office, a position, an

appoi ntnent, or enploynent.
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