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HOUSE BILL No. 5912

March 28, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Gillard, McDowell, Gleason, Espinoza, Brown,
Adamini, Sheltrown, Cushingberry, Bennett, Miller, Spade, Polidori, Sak, Angerer,
Gonzales, Byrnes, Donigan, Accavitti, Mayes, Palsrok, Farhat, Elsenheimer, Byrum,
Acciavatti, McConico and Lemmons, 111 and referred to the Committee on Conservation,
Forestry, and Outdoor Recreation.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
by amendi ng section 504 (MCL 324.504), as anmended by 2004 PA 130.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 504. (1) The departnment shall pronul gate rules —forthe

proteection—ofthetands—and— TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE property under
Its control against wongful use or occupancy as wll ensure the

DEPRADATI ON, DAMAGE, OR DESTRUCTI ON RESULTI NG FROM VWRONGFUL OR
i mproper use or occupancy.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) KEEP LAND UNDER | TS CONTROL OPEN TO HUNTI NG UNLESS THE
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DEPARTMVENT DETERM NES THAT THE LAND SHOULD BE CLOSED TO HUNTI NG
BECAUSE OF PUBLI C SAFETY, FISH OR W LDLI FE MANAGEMENT, OR HOMELAND
SECURI TY CONCERNS OR AS OTHERW SE REQUI RED BY LAW

(B) MANAGE LAND UNDER | TS CONTROL TO SUPPORT AND PROMOTE
HUNTI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES TO THE EXTENT AUTHORI ZED BY LAW

(C MANAGE LAND UNDER | TS CONTROL TO PREVENT ANY NET DECREASE
IN THE ACREAGE OF SUCH LAND THAT IS OPEN TO HUNTI NG

(3) BY APRIL 1, 2007 AND EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL SUBM T TO THE LEGQ SLATURE A REPORT THAT | NCLUDES ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) THE LOCATI ON AND ACREAGE OF LAND UNDER I TS CONTROL
PREVI OQUSLY OPEN TO HUNTI NG THAT THE DEPARTMENT CLOSED TO HUNTI NG
DURI NG THE 1- YEAR PERI OD ENDI NG THE PRECEDI NG MARCH 1, TOGETHER
W TH THE REASONS FOR THE CLOSURE.

(B) THE LOCATI ON AND ACREAGE OF LAND UNDER I TS CONTROL
PREVI OUSLY CLOSED TO HUNTI NG THAT THE DEPARTMENT OPENED TO HUNTI NG
DURI NG THE 1- YEAR PERI OD ENDI NG THE PRECEDI NG MARCH 1 TO COMPENSATE
FOR LAND CLOSED TO HUNTI NG UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON (A) .

(4) —2— This section does not —allew— AUTHORI ZE t he
department to pronulgate a rule that applies to comercial fishing
except as otherw se provided by | aw

(5) —3)— The departnent shall not pronulgate or enforce a
rule that prohibits an individual who is |icensed or exenpt from
i censure under 1927 PA 372, MCL 28.421 to 28.435, fromcarrying a
pistol in conpliance with that act, whether conceal ed or otherw se,
on property under the control of the departnent.

(6) —4)— The departnent shall issue orders necessary to
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i npl ement rul es pronul gated under this section. These orders shal
be effective upon posting.

(7) —5)— A person who violates a rule pronul gated under this
section or an order issued under this section is responsible for a
state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of

not nore than $500. 00.
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