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HOUSE BILL No. 6052

May 11, 2006, Introduced by Reps. Moore, Nofs, Meyer, Caul and Casperson and referred to
the Committee on Education.

A bill to anmend 1979 PA 94, entitled
"The state school aid act of 1979,"
by amendi ng sections 32l and 37 (MCL 388.1632] and 388. 1637),
section 32| as added and section 37 as anended by 2005 PA 155.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 32l. (1) Fromthe general fund noney appropriated in
section 11, there is allocated for 2005-2006 an anobunt not to
exceed $12, 250, 000. 00 for conmpetitive school readi ness program
grants. These grants shall be made avail able through a conpetitive
application process as foll ows:

(a) Any public or private nonprofit legal entity or agency may
apply for a grant under this section. However, a district or

internmediate district may not apply for a grant under this section
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unless the district or internediate district is acting as a fiscal
agent for a child caring organi zati on regul ated under 1973 PA 116,
MCL 722.111 to 722.128.

(b) An applicant shall submt an application in the form and
manner prescribed by the departnent.

(c) The departnent shall establish a diverse interagency
comrittee to review the applications. The conmittee shall be
conposed of representatives of the departnent, appropriate
comunity, volunteer, and social service agencies and
or gani zati ons, and parents.

(d) The superintendent shall award the grants and shall give
priority for awarding the grants based upon the following criteria:

(i) Conpliance with the state board-approved early chil dhood
standards of quality for prekindergarten.

(1i)) Active and continuous involvenent of the parents or
guardi ans of the children participating in the program

(iii) Enpl oynent of teachers possessing proper training,
including a valid Mchigan teaching certificate with an early
chi | dhood (ZA) endorsenent, a valid M chigan teaching certificate
with a child devel opnent associate credential (CDA), or a
bachel or's degree in child devel opment with a specialization in
preschool teaching. —and—enployrent— | F AN APPLI CANT DEMONSTRATES
THAT I T I'S UNABLE TO FULLY COVPLY W TH THI S SUBPARAGRAPH AFTER
MAKI NG REASONABLE EFFORTS TO COVPLY, THE SUPERI NTENDENT MAY STI LL
G VE PRRORITY TO THE APPLI CANT | F THE APPLI CANT WLL EMPLOY
TEACHERS WHO HAVE PROPER TRAI NI NG | N EARLY CHI LDHOCD DEVELOPNMENT
EQUI VALENT TO 4 YEARS OF FORVAL TRAI NI NG I N EARLY
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CHI LDHOODY PRESCHOOL EDUCATI ON OR CHI LD DEVELOPMENT. THI S MAY
I NCLUDE 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A VALID M CHI GAN TEACHI NG CERTI FI CATE W TH AN EARLY
CHI LDHOOD (ZA) ENDORSEMENT OR A CHI LD DEVELOPMENT ASSCCI ATE
CREDENTI AL ( CDA) .

(B) A BACHELOR S DEGREE I N CH LD CARE OR CHI LD DEVELOPNMENT.

(C© A CH LD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCI ATE CREDENTI AL ( CDA) COVBI NED
W TH AN ASSCCI ATE OF ARTS (AA) DEGREE | N EARLY CHI LDHOOD/ PRESCHOOL
EDUCATI ON OR CHI LD DEVELOPMENT.

(iv) EMPLOYMENT of paraprof essionals possessi ng proper training

in early childhood devel opment —+neluding—an—-asseciate s—degree
Hr—earty—ehit dhood—education—or—chi-ld-developrent—or—the

VWHO HAVE COVPLETED AT LEAST 1 COURSE | N AN APPROPRI ATE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO, A CH LD DEVELOPNMENT
ASSCCl ATE CREDENTI AL (CDA) PROGRAM AN ASSCCI ATE DEGREE | N CHI LD
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM OR A SIM LAR PROGRAM AS APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTIVENT.

(vv —w— Evidence of collaboration with the community of
providers in early chil dhood devel opnent prograns including
docunentati on of the total nunber of children in the community who
woul d nmeet the criteria established in subparagraph (vi), and who

are being served by other providers, and the nunmber of children who
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Wi ll remain unserved by other community early chil dhood prograns if
this programis funded.

(vi) tv— The extent to which these funds will suppl enent
ot her federal, state, local, or private funds.

(vii) —)— The extent to which these funds will be targeted to
children who will be at |least 4, but less than 5, years of age as
of Decenber 1 of the year in which the prograns are offered and who
show evi dence of 2 or nore "at-risk"” factors as defined in the
state board report entitled "children at risk" that was adopted by
the state board on April 5, 1988.

(viii) —v)— The program of fers suppl ementary day care and
thereby offers full-day prograns as part of its early chil dhood
devel opnent program

(ix) —)— The application contains a plan approved by the
departnment to conduct and report annual school readi ness program
eval uati ons and conti nuous inprovenent plans using criteria
approved by the departnent. At a mninmum the eval uations shal
i nclude a self-assessnent of program quality and assessnent of the
gains in educational readiness and progress of the children
participating in the program

(e) An application shall denonstrate that the program has
established or has joined a multidistrict, multiagency school
readi ness advi sory commttee that is involved in the planning and
eval uation of the program and that provides for the invol venent of
parents and appropriate community, volunteer, and social service
agenci es and organi zati ons. The advisory commttee shall include at

| east 1 parent or guardian of a program participant for every 18

04871' 05 TAV



© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

N NN N N N NN P P P P R R R R P
N~ o o M WON P O © 0N OO0~ WDN P O

children enrolled in the program with a mninumof 2 parent or
guardi an representatives. The advisory commttee shall do all of
the foll ow ng:

(i) Review the mechanisnms and criteria used to determ ne
referrals for participation in the school readiness program

(1i)) Review the health screening programfor all participants.

(iii) Review the nutritional services provided to all
partici pants.

(iv) Review the mechanisns in place for the referral of
famlies to community social service agencies, as appropriate.

(v) Review the collaboration with and the invol vemrent of
appropriate comunity, volunteer, and social service agencies and
organi zations in addressing all aspects of education di sadvant age.

(vi) Review, evaluate, and make recommendati ons for changes in
t he school readi ness program

(2) To be eligible for a grant under this section, a program
shal | denonstrate that nore than 50% of the children participating
in the programlive with famlies with a household incone that is
| ess than or equal to 250% of the federal poverty |evel.

(3) The superintendent nmay award grants under this section at
what ever | evel the superintendent determ nes appropriate. However,
t he amobunt of a grant under this section, when conbined with other
sources of state revenue for this program shall not exceed
$3,300. 00 per participating child or the cost of the program
whi chever is |ess.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in this subsection, an

applicant that receives a grant under this section for 2005-2006
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shall also receive priority for funding under this section for
2006- 2007 and 2007-2008. However, after 3 fiscal years of
continuous funding, an applicant is required to conpete openly wth
new prograns and ot her prograns conpleting their third year. A
grant awards under this section are contingent on the availability
of funds and docunented evi dence of grantee conpliance with early
chi | dhood standards of quality for prekindergarten, as approved by
the state board, and with all operational, fiscal, adm nistrative,
and ot her program requirenents.

Sec. 37. (1) Adistrict is eligible for an allocation under
section 32d if the district neets all of the requirenents in
subsections (2), (3), and (4).

(2) The district shall submt a preapplication, in a manner
and on forms prescribed by the departnment, by a date specified by

the departnent in the i medi ately preceding state fiscal year. The

preapplication shall include a conprehensive needs assessnent and
comunity col | aboration plan, and shall identify all of the
fol |l ow ng:

(a) The estimated total nunber of children in the conmunity
who neet the criteria of section 32d and how t hat cal cul ati on was
made.

(b) The estimated nunmber of children in the community who neet
the criteria of section 32d and are being served by other early
chi | dhood devel opnent prograns operating in the conmunity, and how
t hat cal cul ati on was made.

(c) The nunber of children the district will be able to serve

who neet the criteria of section 32d including a verification of
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physical facility and staff resources capacity.

(d) The estimated nunber of children who neet the criteria of
section 32d who will remain unserved after the district and
comunity early chil dhood prograns have net their funded
enrol I ments. The school district shall maintain a waiting list of
identified unserved eligible children who woul d be served when
openi ngs are avail abl e.

(3) The district shall submt a final application for
approval, in a manner and on forns prescribed by the departnent, by
a date specified by the departnent. The final application shal
indicate all of the follow ng that apply:

(a) The district conplies with the state board approved early
chi | dhood standards of quality for prekindergarten.

(b) The district provides for the active and conti nuous
participation of parents or guardians of the children in the
program and describes the district's participation plan as part of
t he application.

(c) The district only enploys for this programthe foll ow ng:

(1) Teachers possessing proper training. For prograns the
district nanages itself, a valid teaching certificate and an early
chi | dhood (ZA) endorsenent are required. This provision does not
apply to a district that subcontracts with an eligible child
devel opnent program In that situation a teacher nust have a valid
M chi gan teaching certificate with an early chil dhood (ZA)
endorsenent, a valid Mchigan teaching certificate with a child
devel opnent associate credential (CDA), or a bachelor’s degree in

child devel opnent with specialization in preschool teaching.
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(i) I'F A DISTRICT DETERM NES THAT IT I S UNABLE TO FULLY COWPLY
W TH SUBPARAGRAPH (i) AFTER MAKI NG REASONABLE EFFORTS TO COWVPLY,
TEACHERS WHO HAVE PROPER TRAI NI NG I N EARLY CHI LDHOCD DEVELOPNMENT
EQUI VALENT TO 4 YEARS OF FORVAL TRAI NI NG | N EARLY
CHI LDHOODY PRESCHOOL EDUCATI ON OR CHI LD DEVELOPMENT. THI S MAY
I NCLUDE 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A VALID M CHI GAN TEACHI NG CERTI FI CATE W TH AN EARLY
CHI LDHOOD (ZA) ENDORSEMENT OR A CHI LD DEVELOPMENT ASSCCI ATE
CREDENTI AL ( CDA) .

(B) A BACHELOR S DEGREE I N CH LD CARE OR CHI LD DEVELOPNENT.

(C© A CH LD DEVELOPMENT ASSOCI ATE CREDENTI AL ( CDA) COVBI NED
W TH AN ASSCCI ATE OF ARTS (AA) DEGREE I N EARLY CHI LDHOOD/ PRESCHOOL
EDUCATI ON OR CHI LD DEVELOPMENT.

(1il) —H— Par apr of essi onal s possessing proper training in

early chil dhood devel opment ——+neludi-ng—an—associate s—degree—+h

WHO HAVE COVPLETED AT LEAST 1 COURSE IN AN APPROPRI ATE TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO, A CH LD DEVELOPMENT
ASSCCI ATE CREDENTI AL (CDA) PROGRAM AN ASSOCI ATE DEGREE I N CHI LD
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM OR A SIM LAR PROGRAM AS APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

(d) The district has submtted for approval a program budget
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that includes only those costs not reinbursed or reinbursable by
federal funding, that are clearly and directly attributable to the
early chil dhood readi ness program and that would not be incurred
if the programwere not being offered. If children other than those
determ ned to be educationally di sadvantaged participate in the
program state reinbursenent under section 32d shall be limted to
the portion of approved costs attributable to educationally
di sadvant aged chi | dren.

(e) The district has established a, or has joined a
mul tidistrict, nultiagency, school readiness advisory conmmttee
consisting of, at a mninmum classroomteachers for
preki ndergarten, kindergarten, and first grade; parents or
guar di ans of program participants; representatives from appropriate
comuni ty agenci es and organi zations; the district curriculum
director or equivalent admnistrator; and, if feasible, a school
psychol ogi st, school social worker, or school counselor. In
addition, there shall be on the cocmmttee at |east 1 parent or
guardi an of a program participant for every 18 children enrolled in
the program with a mninumof 2 parent or guardian
representatives. The committee shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Ensure the ongoing articulation of the early chil dhood,
ki ndergarten, and first grade prograns offered by the district or
districts.

(1i)) Review the mechanisns and criteria used to determ ne
participation in the early chil dhood program

(1ii) Review the health screening programfor all participants.

(iv) Review the nutritional services provided to program
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partici pants.

(v) Review the mechanisnms in place for the referral of
famlies to community social service agencies, as appropriate.

(vi) Review the collaboration with and the invol vemrent of
appropriate comunity, volunteer, and social service agencies and
organi zations in addressing all aspects of educational
di sadvant age.

(vii) Review, evaluate, and make recommendations to a | oca
school readi ness programor prograns for changes to the school
readi ness program

(f) The district has submitted for departnental approval a
pl an to conduct and report annual school readi ness program
eval uati ons and continuous inprovenent plans using criteria
approved by the departnent. At a mninmum the eval uations shal
i nclude a self-assessnent of program quality and assessnent of the
gains in educational readiness and progress of the children
participating in the program

(g) More than 50% of the children participating in the program
live with famlies with a household inconme that is equal to or |ess
t han 250% of the federal poverty |evel.

(4) A consortiumof 2 or nore districts shall be eligible for
an all ocation under section 32d if the districts designate a single
fiscal agent for the allocation. A district or internediate
district may admi nister a consortiumdescribed in this subsection.
A consortiumshall submt a single preapplication and application
for the children to be served, regardl ess of the nunber of

districts participating in the consortium
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(5 Wth the final application, an applicant district shal
submt to the departnent a resolution adopted by its board
certifying the nunber of 4-year-old children who show evi dence of
risk factors as described in section 32d who live with famlies
with a household incone that is |l ess than or equal to 250% of the

federal poverty |evel.
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