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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5580 ASINTRODUCED 5-14-14
The bill would amend the Open Meeting Act (MCL 15.269) to require that public bodies*
include all topics of discussion in their minutes, eliminate anonymity in voting, and provide
more detail about discussions if there was no electronic recording of the meeting.
Now under the law, every public body must keep minutes of each meeting to show the
meeting time, date, place, members present, members absent, any decisions made, and the
purpose for which aclosed session is held. Minutes must also include al roll call votes taken.
House Bill 5580 would retain these requirements, and add that:

o Theminutes would aso have to include "all matters considered by the public body."

o If any decision on any policy matter was not unanimous, then the minutes would have
to indicate "how each member voted."

o If the public body did not retain an electronic recording or record of the meeting, then
the minutes would have to include the main points of the discussion that supported
and opposed each measure, including the name, subject matter, and a summary of the
remarks for each person who addressed the public body.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Because the additional requirements for meeting minutes likely could be managed with

existing resources, the hill likely would not have a significant fiscal impact on the state or
local units of government.

Legidative Analyst: J. Hunault
Fiscal Analyst: Marilyn Peterson

m This analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does
not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.

1 Under the Open Meetings Act, a"public body" means any state or local legislative or governing body, including a
board, commission, committee, subcommittee, authority, or council, that is empowered by state constitution, statute,
charter, ordinance, resolution, or rule to exercise governmental or proprietary authority or perform a governmental
or proprietary function; alessee of such abody performing an essential public purpose and function pursuant to the
lease agreement; or the board of a nonprofit corporation formed by a city under Section 4o of the Home Rule City
Act.
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