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HOUSE BILL No. 5500 
 

 

January 31, 2018, Introduced by Rep. Kosowski. 
 

 A bill to amend 1965 PA 380, entitled 
 
"Executive organization act of 1965," 
 
(MCL 16.101 to 16.608) by adding section 130. 
 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 
 
 SEC. 130. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PARTNER WITH THE DEPARTMENT  1 
 
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO ESTABLISH A JOINT ADVISORY  2 
 
COMMITTEE THAT WILL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT THE INITIATIVE DESCRIBED  3 
 
IN SUBSECTION (2). COMMITTEE FORMATION AND MEMBERSHIP SHALL BE  4 
 
JOINTLY DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  5 
 
AND HUMAN SERVICES. 6 
 
 (2) THE COMMITTEE SHALL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A JOINT  7 
 
INITIATIVE TO INCREASE AWARENESS AMONG THE VETERANS AND FAMILY  8 
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MEMBERS OF VETERANS OF THIS STATE OF THE PROGRAMS AND BENEFITS FOR  1 
 
WHICH THEY MAY BE ELIGIBLE AS VETERANS AND FAMILY MEMBERS OF  2 
 
VETERANS. ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY TO THE INITIATIVE DESCRIBED IN  3 
 
THIS SUBSECTION: 4 
 
 (A) THE INITIATIVE SHALL HAVE THE TITLE, "ASK THE QUESTION". 5 
 
 (B) THE OBJECT OF THE INITIATIVE SHALL BE TO ENCOURAGE PUBLIC  6 
 
AND PRIVATE AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS IN THE PROVIDER SECTOR,  7 
 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, HEALTH CARE, SOCIAL SERVICES, AND  8 
 
EDUCATION, TO ASK THE MEMBERS OF THE POPULATIONS THEY SERVE AT THE  9 
 
POINT OF CONTACT, "HAVE YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY SERVED IN  10 
 
THE MILITARY?". 11 
 
 (C) IF AN INDIVIDUAL ANSWERS THE QUESTION IN SUBDIVISION (B)  12 
 
AFFIRMATIVELY, THE COMMITTEE SHALL ENCOURAGE THE AGENCY OR  13 
 
ORGANIZATION DESCRIBED IN SUBDIVISION (B) TO PROVIDE THE INDIVIDUAL  14 
 
WITH VERBAL GUIDANCE AND PRINTED INFORMATION, DEVELOPED AND  15 
 
DISTRIBUTED BY THE COMMITTEE, REGARDING STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS  16 
 
OR BENEFITS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO THE INDIVIDUAL AS A VETERAN,  17 
 
OR AS A FAMILY MEMBER OF A VETERAN, INCLUDING GENERAL INFORMATION  18 
 
REGARDING HOW AND WHERE TO APPLY FOR OR PARTICIPATE IN THOSE  19 
 
PROGRAMS OR BENEFITS. 20 
 
 (D) THE COMMITTEE SHALL PROVIDE ADVICE AND GUIDANCE TO THE  21 
 
AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBDIVISION (B) REGARDING  22 
 
BEST PRACTICES FOR DIRECTING A VETERAN, OR A FAMILY MEMBER OF A  23 
 
VETERAN, TO A SPECIFIC VETERANS' PROGRAM OR BENEFIT THAT MAY BE OF  24 
 
ASSISTANCE TO THE VETERAN, OR THE FAMILY MEMBER OF A VETERAN, IN  25 
 
REGARD TO HIS OR HER SPECIFIC NEED. 26 
 
 (3) THE PRINTED INFORMATION DISTRIBUTED UNDER SUBSECTION  27 
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(2)(C) SHALL INCLUDE A CONSPICUOUSLY PLACED DISCLAIMER STATING THAT  1 
 
THE PROVISION OF GUIDANCE OR INFORMATION REGARDING VETERANS'  2 
 
PROGRAMS AND BENEFITS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO THE INDIVIDUAL  3 
 
RECEIVING THAT GUIDANCE OR INFORMATION IS FOR INFORMATIONAL  4 
 
PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT AN INDICATION OR DETERMINATION OF  5 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR THOSE PROGRAMS OR BENEFITS. 6 
 
 (4) THE DEPARTMENT MAY SHARE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND  7 
 
HUMAN SERVICES INFORMATION IN ITS POSSESSION THAT IS RELATED TO THE  8 
 
NEEDS OF VETERANS AND FAMILY MEMBERS OF VETERANS IF NECESSARY TO  9 
 
FACILITATE THE INITIATIVE DESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS SHARING  10 
 
THAT INFORMATION IS A VIOLATION OF A STATE OR FEDERAL LAW  11 
 
CONCERNING PRIVACY. 12 
 
 (5) AS USED IN THIS SECTION: 13 
 
 (A) "COMMITTEE" MEANS THE JOINT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED  14 
 
UNDER SUBSECTION (1). 15 
 
 (B) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND VETERANS  16 
 
AFFAIRS. 17 
 
 Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect 90 days  18 
 
after the date it is enacted into law. 19 
 
 Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect  20 
 
unless Senate Bill No.____ or House Bill No. 5502 (request no.  21 
 
04828'17) of the 99th Legislature is enacted into law. 22 


