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HOUSE BILL NO. 4594 

 

A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled 

"The Michigan penal code," 

(MCL 750.1 to 750.568) by adding section 70b. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

Sec. 70b. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, 1 

a person shall not own or possess a nonhuman primate in this state. 2 

This subsection does not apply to any of the following: 3 

(a) A zoo accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. 4 

(b) An institution accredited by the Association for 5 
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Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care. 1 

(c) A sanctuary accredited by the Global Federation of Animal 2 

Sanctuaries or the American Sanctuary Association. 3 

(d) A person or organization that holds a valid license issued 4 

by the United States Department of Agriculture for engaging in an 5 

activity involving a nonhuman primate while the person or 6 

organization is engaged in the permitted activity. 7 

(e) A law enforcement officer in the course of his or her 8 

employment as a law enforcement officer. 9 

(f) A veterinarian in the course of his or her occupation as a 10 

veterinarian. 11 

(g) A permitting agency in the course of its business or 12 

mission as a permitting agency. 13 

(h) Animal control personnel of a local unit of government in 14 

the course of his or her occupation as an animal control officer. 15 

(i) A person who owns or possesses a nonhuman primate on the 16 

date that the amendatory act that added this section is enacted 17 

into law. This exemption only applies for the specific individual 18 

nonhuman primate or primates owned or possessed on the date this 19 

amendatory act is enacted into law, and applies only until the 20 

death of that nonhuman primate or nonhuman primates. 21 

(2) A person shall not transfer the ownership or possession of 22 

a nonhuman primate, except to a person, entity, organization, or 23 

agency described in subsection (1)(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), 24 

(g), or (h). 25 

(3) A person shall not breed, or cause to be bred, a nonhuman 26 

primate, except by a person, entity, or organization described in 27 

subsection (1)(a) or (b). 28 

(4) A person shall not import a nonhuman primate into this 29 
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state unless both of the following conditions are satisfied: 1 

(a) The person obtains prior authorization of the department 2 

of agriculture and rural development of this state. 3 

(b) The person administers, or causes to be administered, 4 

unique and permanent identification for each nonhuman primate. 5 

(5) A person who violates this section is guilty of a 6 

misdemeanor punishable by permanent removal of the nonhuman primate 7 

from the defendant's possession and 1 or more of the following: 8 

(a) Imprisonment for not more than 93 days. 9 

(b) Community service for not more than 500 hours. 10 

(c) A fine of not less than $500.00 or more than $1,000.00. 11 

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect 90 days 12 

after the date it is enacted into law. 13 


