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INCREASE FINES FOR CERTAIN ASSAULTS  

OF EMERGENCY ROOM PERSONNEL 

 

House Bill 5682 as introduced 

Sponsor:  Rep. Mike Mueller 

Committee:  Government Operations 

Complete to 1-25-22 

 

SUMMARY:  

 

House Bill 5682 would amend the Michigan Penal Code to create enhanced penalties for simple 

assault, aggravated assault, and assault with a deadly weapon of a person who works in an 

emergency room and is performing his or her duties at the time of the crime. The enhanced 

penalties would increase (double) the potential fines for the offenses. The potential terms of 

imprisonment would not be changed. 

 

Simple assault 

Currently, if the law prescribes no other penalty, a person who assaults or assaults and batters 

an individual is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for up to 93 days or a 

fine of up to $500, or both. 

 

The bill would add that if the victim of a violation described above is a member of emergency 

room personnel and the violation occurs while the victim is performing his or her duties as a 

member of emergency room personnel, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 

imprisonment for up to 93 days or a fine of up to $1,000, or both. 

 

Aggravated assault 

Currently, except in specified circumstances, a person who assaults an individual without a 

weapon and inflicts serious or aggravated injury on that individual without intending to commit 

murder or inflict great bodily harm less than murder is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 

imprisonment for up to one year or a fine of up to $1,000, or both. 

 

The bill would add that if the victim of a violation described above is a member of emergency 

room personnel and the violation occurs while the victim is performing his or her duties as a 

member of emergency room personnel, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by 

imprisonment for up to one year or a fine of up to $2,000, or both. 

 

Assault with a deadly weapon 

Currently, except in specified circumstances, a person who assaults an individual with a gun, 

knife, iron bar, club, brass knuckles, or other dangerous weapon without intending to commit 

murder or inflict great bodily harm less than murder is guilty of a felony punishable by 

imprisonment for up to four years or a fine of up to $2,000, or both. 

 

The bill would add that if the victim of a violation described above is a member of emergency 

room personnel and the violation occurs while the victim is performing his or her duties as a 

member of emergency room personnel, the person is guilty of a felony punishable by 

imprisonment for up to four years or a fine of up to $4,000, or both. 
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For purposes of the bill, emergency room personnel would include physicians, clerks, intake 

clerks, and any other individuals employed in the emergency department or emergency room 

of a hospital licensed under Article 17 of the Public Health Code. 

 

The bill would take effect 90 days after its enactment. 

 

MCL 750.81, 750.81a, and 750.82 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  

 

House Bill 5682 would have an indeterminate fiscal impact on the state and on local units of 

government. The number of convictions that would result under provisions of the bill is not 

known. Any increase in penal fine revenue would increase funding for public and county law 

libraries, which are the constitutionally designated recipients of those revenues. 
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