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CONTENT

The bill would amend the Public Health Code to prohibit the Director of the Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) or a local health officer from issuing an emergency order
to control an epidemic that prohibited or otherwise limited a high school commencement
ceremony that was sponsored by the school to honor the graduating class of 2020 or 2021
and that was held during the 2020-2021 school year.

Under Section 2253 of the Code, if the Director of the DHHS determines that control of an
epidemic is necessary to protect the public health, he or she by emergency order may prohibit
the gathering of people for any purpose and may establish procedures to be followed during
the epidemic to ensure continuation of essential public health services and enforcement of
health laws. Emergency procedures are not limited to the Code. Section 2453 extends this
authority to a local health official under the same circumstances.

Under the bill, an emergency order issued by the Director could not prohibit or otherwise limit
a high school graduation commencement ceremony sponsored by a public or nonpublic school
to honor the graduating class of 2020 or 2021 and that was held during the 2020-2021 school
year.

MCL 333.2253 & 333.2453 Legislative Analyst: Dana Adams
FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State and local units of government.
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