
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.32708a Generic water conservation measures; preparation; posting on website; submission of water
conservation measures by water user's sector; acceptance by department; water conservation measures for
agricultural purposes; report; notification of zone C withdrawal; definitions.

Sec. 32708a.

    
    (1) Not later than March 31, 2009, the department shall prepare, based upon recommendations from
representative trade associations, a set of generic water conservation measures that are applicable to all persons
making large quantity withdrawals. The department shall post these generic water conservation measures on its
website.
    (2) Subject to subsection (3), each water user's sector may prepare and submit to the department water
conservation measures that are applicable for water users within its sector. Upon receipt of water conservation
measures from a water user's sector, the department shall review the water conservation measures, and, if the
department determines that those water conservation measures are appropriate for that sector, the department shall
accept those water conservation measures. Upon acceptance, the department shall post the water conservation
measures on its website and those water conservation measures shall supersede the generic water conservation
measures prepared under subsection (1) for water users within that sector. If the department determines that the
water conservation measures are not appropriate for the water user's sector, the department shall provide
comments to the water user's sector and suggestions that would result in the department's acceptance of the water
conservation measures. A water user's sector may resubmit water conservation measures in response to the
department's comments and suggestions.
    (3) Water conservation measures for agricultural purposes shall be developed and approved by the commission
of agriculture and shall be updated annually as part of the process for review and update of generally accepted
agricultural and management practices under the Michigan right to farm act, 1981 PA 93, MCL 286.471 to
286.474. Water conservation measures approved under this subsection shall be posted on the department of
agriculture's website and shall be forwarded to the department for posting on its website.
    (4) By April 1, 2010, the department shall report to the standing committees of the legislature with jurisdiction
primarily related to natural resources and the environment on the status of the preparation and acceptance of water
user sector conservation measures.
    (5) If the department receives a registration for a zone C withdrawal, the department shall notify all other
registrants and permit holders whose withdrawals are from the same water source as the zone C withdrawal of the
status of the water source. Upon receipt of notification under this subsection, each of these registrants and permit
holders shall review and consider implementing the applicable water conservation measures prepared under this
section.
    (6) Compliance with water conservation measures does not authorize a water withdrawal that is otherwise
prohibited by law.
    (7) As used in this section:
    (a) "Permit holders" means persons holding a permit under section 32723 and persons holding a permit under the
safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL 325.1001 to 325.1023.
    (b) "Water conservation measures" means environmentally sound and economically feasible water conservation
measures.
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