
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.8512 Nitrates in groundwater exceeding certain limits associated with aquifer sensitivity or fertilizer
use; educational materials provided to fertilizer users; authority of department director; eligibility of
regional stewardship to receive certain grants; authorization to land-apply materials containing fertilizers
at agronomic rates.

Sec. 8512.

    (1) Upon confirming the presence of nitrate in groundwater in concentration exceeding 50% of the maximum
contaminant level for nitrates in 20% of drinking water wells associated with an aquifer sensitivity region or
fertilizer use activity, the director of the department shall provide educational materials to fertilizer users within that
region and may do 1 or more of the following:
    (a) Establish a regional stewardship team to assist in the coordination of local activities designed to prevent
further contamination of groundwater and to identify all probable sources of nitrate.
    (b) Conduct further monitoring to determine the concentration and spatial distribution of nitrates in the aquifer.
    (c) Perform an evaluation of activities in the monitoring region to determine the sources of nitrate that may have
contributed to the contamination.
    (d) Implement a stewardship program in the aquifer sensitivity region pursuant to part 87.
    (e) Assist the regional stewardship team in designing a regional plan to prevent further contamination of
groundwater by fertilizer use activities, which plan must include an assessment of all probable sources of nitrates.
    (f) Establish a program that provides incentives for users to increase nitrogen use efficiency.
    (2) Upon approval of a regional plan by the director of the department, the regional stewardship team is eligible
to receive grants from the freshwater protection fund established by part 87.
    (3) The director of the department may, upon written request, authorize persons to land-apply materials
containing fertilizers at agronomic rates. This authorization shall prescribe appropriate operational control activities
to protect the application location and shall identify both the location of remediation and the location or locations
where such a land application will take place.
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