
REVISED JUDICATURE ACT OF 1961 (EXCERPT)
Act 236 of 1961

600.549b Fiftieth judicial circuit.

Compiler's Notes: <Paragraph><P>Sections 2 to 7 of Act 164 of 1978 provide:</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph
EmphType="bold">â€œSections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 effective January 1, 1979; effective date of changes in composition of
judicial circuits or district court districts.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection 2. Sections 6404, 6410, and 6413 of Act
No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.6404, 600.6410, and 600.6413 of the Compiled
Laws of 1970, shall not take effect until January 1, 1979. Except as otherwise provided in sections 524, 527, and 534 of Act No. 236 of the
Public Acts of 1961, as amended by this amendatory act, being sections 600.524, 600.527, and 600.534 of the Compiled Laws of 1970, the
changes in the composition of judicial circuits or district court districts as provided in this amendatory act shall become effective for judicial
purposes on January 1, 1979.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œElection to fill new circuit and district
judgeships; term.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection 3. Except as otherwise provided in sections 4, 5, 6 and 7, the new
circuit and district judgeships created by this amendatory act shall be filled by election pursuant to Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, as
amended, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a term of 6 years commencing January 1, 1979.</P>
</Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œBallot; nominating petition; affidavit of candidacy.</Emph></P></Paragraph>
<Paragraph><P>â€œSection 4. The new judgeships authorized by this amendatory act shall appear on the ballot separate and apart from other
judicial offices on the ballot in the primary and general election in the respective circuit and district court districts. If another judicial office of
the same court is to be filled by election in the same circuit or district, a candidate for a new judgeship authorized in that circuit or district by
this amendatory act shall indicate, at the time of filing nominating petitions, whether the candidate is filing for a new judgeship or for 1 of the
other judicial offices of the same court to be filled by election in the applicable year. Petitions for a new judgeship created by this act shall
bear signatures affixed to the petition after the effective date of this act. An elected incumbent circuit judge in a circuit in which the number of
circuit judges has been increased by this amendatory act may become a candidate in the primary election for that office for any term for which
a circuit judge is to be elected at the 1978 general election in that circuit by filing an affidavit of candidacy with the secretary of state not later
than 4 days after the effective date of this amendatory act.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œTerms of
judges.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection 5. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the third judicial circuit, the
candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidate receiving
the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 3 additional judgeships created for the sixth judicial circuit,
the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years and the candidates
receiving the second and third highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. Of the 2 additional judgeships created for the
thirtieth judicial circuit, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the 1978 general election shall be elected for a term of 8 years
and the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes shall be elected for a term of 6 years. The additional circuit judges authorized
by this amendatory act in the eighth, seventeenth, and twenty-ninth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of 8 years. The additional circuit
judge authorized by this amendatory act in the eighteenth, thirty-first, thirty-eighth, and fortieth judicial circuits shall be elected for a term of
10 years. The additional district judges authorized in the thirty-fifth and forty-first-a districts and in the first division of the fifty-sixth district
shall be elected for a term of 4 years.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œElection of additional judges;
assumption and term of office.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection 6. (1) The additional district judges authorized by this
amendatory act in the fifty-fourth-b district and the first division of the fifty-second district shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on
January 1, 1981, for a term of 4 years.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œ(2) The additional circuit judge authorized by this amendatory
act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.</P>
</Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œResidence of certain circuit judges; effect.</Emph></P></Paragraph>
<Paragraph><P>â€œSection 7. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of the county of Cheboygan
on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the thirty-third judicial
circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the twenty-sixth judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 8
years. If the circuit judge elected in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit in 1978 is a resident of 1 of the counties of Alpena, Montmorency, or
Presque Isle on June 6, 1978, that person shall continue during the remainder of his or her term after January 1, 1981 as a judge of the twenty-
sixth judicial circuit and the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for
a term of 6 years.â€​</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>Section 1 of Act 128 of 1980 provides:</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph
EmphType="bold">â€œEnacting sections amended; revised judicature act of 1961.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection
1. Enacting sections 6 and 7 of Act No. 164 of the Public Acts of 1978 are amended to read as follows:</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>
<Emph EmphType="bold">â€œElection of additional judges; assumption and terms of office.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph>
<P>â€œSection 6. (1) The additional district judge authorized by this amendatory act in the first division of the fifty-second district shall be
elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1, 1981, for a term of 8 years.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œ(2) The additional
circuit judge authorized by this amendatory act in the fourteenth judicial circuit shall be elected in 1980 and shall assume office on January 1,
1981, for a term of 8 years.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P><Emph EmphType="bold">â€œTwenty-sixth judicial circuit; vacancy;
residence of candidates; eligibility of electors; failure of Cheboygan county to approve creation of fifty-third judicial circuit and circuit
judgeship.</Emph></P></Paragraph><Paragraph><P>â€œSection 7. (1) If a vacancy occurs in the twenty-sixth judicial circuit between the
effective date of this section, as amended, and June 3, 1980, candidates to fill the unexpired portion of the term shall be residents of the
twenty-sixth judicial circuit as that circuit will be constituted on January 1, 1981, pursuant to this act. Electors of the counties of Alcona,
Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle shall be eligible to vote in the primary and general elections of 1980 to fill that vacancy and electors
of those counties are qualified to sign and circulate nominating petitions for candidates to fill the vacancy.</P></Paragraph><Paragraph>
<P>â€œ(2) If the county of Cheboygan does not approve the creation of the fifty-third judicial circuit and the circuit judgeship proposed for it
pursuant to House Bill No. 5553 of the 1980 regular session of the legislature, the second circuit judgeship authorized by law for the thirty-
third judicial circuit shall be filled by election in 1980 for a term of 6 years.â€​</P></Paragraph>
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