
MUNICIPAL PLANNING (EXCERPT)
Act 285 of 1931

***** 125.33 THIS SECTION IS REPEALED BY ACT 33 OF 2008 EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1, 2008 
***** 

125.33 Planning commission; appointment, qualifications, and terms of members;
compensation; holding other office; removal; vacancy.
Sec. 3. (1) Except as provided in subsections (2), (3), and (4), the planning commission shall consist of 9

members who shall represent insofar as is possible different professions or occupations, and who shall be
appointed by the mayor, if the mayor is an elective officer, otherwise by the officer as the legislative body
may in the ordinance creating the commission designate as the appointing officer. However, an appointment
shall always be subject to the approval by a majority vote of the members elect of the legislative body of the
municipality. All members of the planning commission may be compensated at a rate to be determined by the
appointing or legislative body and shall hold no other municipal office, except that 1 of the members may be a
member of the zoning board of adjustment or appeals or a member of a joint fire administrative board. The
term of each member shall be 3 years, except that 3 members of the first planning commission to be so
appointed shall serve for the term of 1 year, 3 for a term of 2 years, and 3 for a term of 3 years. A member
shall hold office until his or her successor is appointed. A member may, after a public hearing, be removed by
the mayor for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office.

(2) If considered desirable by the legislative body, the planning commission may consist of the mayor, 1
administrative official of the municipality selected by the mayor, and 1 member of the legislative body to be
selected by the legislative body as members ex officio, and 6 other persons who shall be appointed by the
mayor as provided in this section. An appointed member of the planning commission may be compensated at
a rate to be determined by the appointing or legislative body. An appointed member shall not hold another
municipal office except that 1 appointed member may be a member of the zoning board of adjustment or
appeals or a member of a joint fire administrative board. The terms of ex officio members shall correspond to
their respective official tenures, except that the term of the administrative official selected by the mayor shall
terminate with the term of the mayor. The term of each appointed member, if 6 members are appointed, shall
be 3 years or until his or her successor takes office, except that the respective terms of 2 of the members first
appointed shall be for 1 year and 2 for 2 years. After a public hearing, a member other than the member
selected by the legislative body may be removed by the mayor for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or
malfeasance in office. The legislative body may for like cause remove the member selected by the legislative
body. All ex officio members appointed under this subsection shall have full voting rights.

(3) If considered desirable by the legislative body, the planning commission may consist of 9 members, 1
of whom shall be a member of the legislative body to be selected by resolution of the legislative body to serve
as a member ex officio, and 8 of whom shall be appointed by the mayor as provided in this section. An
appointment by the mayor shall be subject to approval of the legislative body by majority vote. All appointed
members of the commission may be compensated at a rate to be determined by the appointing or legislative
body. An appointed member shall not hold another municipal office, except that 1 appointed member may be
a member of the zoning board of adjustment or appeals. The term of the ex officio member shall be
determined by the legislative body and shall be stated in the resolution selecting the ex officio member, but
the term shall not exceed the member's term of office as a member of the legislative body. The term of each
appointed member shall be 3 years or until his or her successor takes office, except that the respective terms
of 2 of the members first appointed shall be for 1 year and 3 for 2 years. After a public hearing, a member
other than the member selected by the legislative body may be removed by the mayor for inefficiency, neglect
of duty, or malfeasance in office. The legislative body may for like cause remove the member selected by the
legislative body. All ex officio members appointed under this subsection shall have full voting rights.

(4) If considered desirable by the legislative body of a municipality that has a population of less than
5,000, the planning commission shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members, 1 of whom shall be a member of the
legislative body to be selected by resolution of the legislative body to serve as a member ex officio, and the
remainder of whom shall be appointed by the mayor as provided in this section. An appointment by the mayor
shall be subject to approval of the legislative body by majority vote. All appointed members of the
commission may be compensated at a rate to be determined by the appointing or legislative body. An
appointed member shall not hold another municipal office, except that 1 appointed member may be a member
of the zoning board of adjustment or appeals. The term of the ex officio member shall be determined by the
legislative body and shall be stated in the resolution selecting the ex officio member, but the term shall not
exceed the member's term of office as a member of the legislative body. Except as provided in subsection (5),
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the term of each appointed member shall be 3 years or until his or her successor takes office except that the
respective terms of 2 of the members first appointed shall be for 1 year and 3 for 2 years. After a public
hearing, a member other than the member selected by the legislative body may be removed by the mayor for
inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office. The legislative body may for like cause remove the
member selected by the legislative body. All ex officio members appointed under this subsection shall have
full voting rights.

(5) For a planning commission described in subsection (4) that consists of 5 members, the respective terms
of 1 of the members first appointed shall be for 1 year and 2 for 2 years. For a planning commission described
in subsection (4) that consists of 7 members, the respective terms of 2 of the members first appointed shall be
for 1 year and 2 for 2 years.

(6) A vacancy on the planning commission occurring otherwise than through the expiration of term shall
be filled for the unexpired term by the mayor in the case of a member selected or appointed by the mayor, by
the legislative body in the case of the member appointed by the legislative body, and by the appointing officer
designated by the legislative body in municipalities in which the mayor is not an elective officer.

History: 1931, Act 285, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 125.33;Am. 1969, Act 45, Imd. Eff. July 17, 1969;Am. 1982, Act 364,
Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;Am. 1986, Act 5, Imd. Eff. Feb. 21, 1986;Am. 1997, Act 18, Imd. Eff. June 11, 1997.
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