MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW (EXCERPT)
Act 116 of 1954

168.961a Notice to officer whose recall is sought; challenge; checking signatures; verifying challenged
signature; use of qualified voter file.

Sec. 961a.

(1) Not later than the business day following the filing of a recall petition, the official with whom the recall was
filed shall notify in writing the officer whose recall is sought that the recall petition has been filed.

(2) An officer whose recall is sought may challenge the validity of the registration or the validity and genuineness
of the signature of a circulator or person signing the recall petition. A challenge shall be in writing, specifying the
challenged signature, and shall be delivered to the filing official within 30 days after the filing of the petitions. The
officer whose recall is sought shall have not less than 8 days after the clerk has examined the signatures to check
signatures on the original registration records.

(3) Subject to subsections (4) and (5), a challenged signature shall be verified by the official with whom the recall
was filed.

(4) The qualified voter file may be used to determine the validity of a challenged petition signature appearing on
a recall petition by verifying the registration of the signer. If the qualified voter file indicates that, on the date the
elector signed the petition, the elector was not registered to vote, there is a rebuttable presumption that the
signature is invalid. If the qualified voter file indicates that, on the date the elector signed the petition, the elector
was not registered to vote in the city or township designated on the petition, there is a rebuttable presumption that
the signature is invalid.

(5) The qualified voter file shall be used to determine the genuineness of a challenged petition signature
appearing on a recall petition. Signature comparisons shall be made with the digitized signature in the qualified
voter file. If the qualified voter file does not contain a digitized signature of an elector, the official with whom the
recall petition was filed shall compare the challenged signature to the signature on the master card.

History: Add. 1978, Act 533, Imd. Eff. Dec. 21, 1978 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 456, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 1982 ;-- Am. 1999, Act 220, Eff. Mar. 10,
2000 ;-- Am. 2005, Act 71, Eff. Jan. 1, 2007

Compiler's Notes: Enacting section 4 of Act 71 of 2005 provides:"Enacting section 4. If any portion of this amendatory act or the application
of this amendatory act to any person or circumstances is found invalid by a court, the invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or
applications of this amendatory act that can be given effect without the invalid portion or application, if the remaining portions are not
determined by the court to be inoperable, and to this end this amendatory act is declared to be severable."

Popular Name: Election Code
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